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http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm
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4 Cash
Points
As of February
We have 0 points

http://www.gwrra-nyt.org/

Chapter T meets at Flo’s Dinner, St. Rt.31, Canastota, NY
(about 1.5 mi. west of Rt.13 intersection)
Gathering at Jan-March 10:30 for brunch and April-Nov 9:30 For breakfast
Come join us for Breakfast with the gathering to follow.

DIRECTOR of GWRRA: Anita Alkire
Rider Education Director: Tim and Anna Grimes

NEW YORK DISTRICT STAFF :
District Director:—Shawn & Dawn Hayes
Asst. District Directors:
Eastern—Alex & Natalie Borrero
Western—Ted & Janice Zamorski
District Educators: John & Pam Van Deusen
District Educators/Assistant: Bob & Kelly Brown
District Leadership Trainer: Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Choy Coordinators: Pete & Marielle StAmour
District Coy Coordinators: TBA
District Couple of the Year: Ted & Janice Zamorski
District MEC: Trish & Jim Thayer
District Treasurer: Donna Cork
Newsletter Editor: Gary & Donna Cork
District Webmaster: Clark & Linda Clemens

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Linda & Clark Clemens \ greentrikenyt@gmail.com
Asst. Director: Lester & MaryAnn Bennett \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Coordinator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Mike Ritenour \ wmlrmg@aol.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2016 Chapter Couple: Ted & Janice Zamorski \ TedZamorski@gmail.com
MEC: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Recording Secretary: Kathy DeGroff \ kdegroff64@yahoo.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Ride Coordinators: Due to new staffing rules from National: TBA
Photographer: Open

Birthdays:

https://www.facebook.com/nygwrra

Feb. 9 Frank Beckler
Feb. 16-58 Pete Wingerter
Anniversaries:

Congratulations to All!

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Kathy DeGroff
1

Chapter T ’ s
As of Jan 20th of 2018 the Travelling Plaque is now
Director ’ s Corner
on the road again.
Chapter N and Chapter K both showed up to claim it. Linda & Clark Clemens
Chapter NY-N showed up with 8 members and Chapter
NY-K with 5 members. Thank you to both Chapters for making the trip.
Congratulations go to Kathy DeGroff our 50/50 winner.
We regret that our sponsor, Sue, at Flo's lost her Dad. Sue you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Until we meet again stay safe.
God Bless
Linda and Clark
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NY “T “Rider Education
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Your

Silence

RIGHTS

> By Jim Halvorsen

L

OUD EXHAUSTS, on all vehicles, are typically illegal. Regardless of what state you're in, there's likely a statute prohibiting excessive noise. Some are even more specific, citing permissible decibel levels. Additionally,
every state adopts the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) rules. On any new motorcycle sold in the United
States, you'll find verbiage on the exhaust pipe indicating it complies with EPA standards. States can be more restrictive with these rules, but cannot be more permissive.
Exhaust violations exist on every roadway in America; whether large commercial vehicles, Fast and Furious wannabees or motorcycles. Violations may include smoke and noxious fumes, excessive noise or unsafe alterations, yet
enforcement seems nonexistent.
Let's delve into the notion that loud exhaust has the potential to make a rider safer than an OEM pipe. The "Loud
Pipe Save Lives" argument is easy to digest-even if they don't see me they'll hear me. Despite potentially adverse
effects, including hearing loss, citation by law enforcement and an adverse perception by others, there is a cult like
following, but zero empirical evidence to validate the claim.
In the police academy, we conducted real-world testing on the effectiveness of a siren on the interstate. We
loaded a car with five recruits, traveling at 55 miles per hour, windows up, with no police radio, music, conversation
or any other audible distraction. They were instructed to raise their hands when they heard a siren, as a police car
with an activated siren approached from the rear at 65 miles per hour. We wanted recruits in both cars to experience
the effectiveness of a siren at a closing speed of 10 mph, a far cry from what the closing speed would be in a true
emergency.
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NY “T “Rider Education Page continued
In the typical experiment, recruits would raise their hands about two car lengths
away. The siren is mounted facing forward on a police vehicle, but nowhere near
as effective as new officers anticipated. This taught them not to be dependent upon
the siren in traffic.
They are also reminded to anticipate sudden and unexpected reactions from
startled drivers, because motorists may not hear the siren until the last second.
Loud pipes are even more useless at highway speeds, as they are pointing the
wrong direction. In urban environments, where speeds are reduced, exhaust volume
may be noticed, but the sound is still non directional.
Lack of enforcement has led motorists to assume the legality of what are illegal
actions. The operators of sports cars with coffee can mufflers, twin smoke stacks
through the bed of their pickups or non baffled pipes on their motorcycles are all
noncompliant. The confusion is exacerbated because the EPA leaves the onus of
enforcement upon individual states.
BESIDES THE AMBIGUITY of laws and who should enforce them, there's
also a cavernous gap in the ability to enforce noise laws. Some statutes are too
Loud exhaust pipes are almost always illegal.
vague to enforce, citing language such as "unnecessary" or "unreasonable." Others
Enforcement is left to each state.
try to make it easier, stating exhaust cannot be louder than the original equipment,
but this requires the officer know what the original equipment sounds like, to make the comparison.
If the law cites illegal decibel levels, then the officer needs a decibel meter. This requires funding for purchase, uniform training for the
officers, calibration by a certified laboratory, acceptance by the courts and ultimately a desire by the officer to make the stop in the first
place.
Stock pipes on new, street-legal motorcycles bear an EPA stamp. After-market pipes typically don't, because they either lack baffles or
are minimally muffled. EPA stamping assisted law enforcement somewhat, but pipes can be altered without the officer knowing it.
There's little motorcycle-specific training offered, so officers tend to stick with areas where they've received training. Pipes lacking the
EPA stamp, those marked "track use only" or "not intended for highway use" are what law enforcement call clues.
When we look at the bigger picture, should officers even concern themselves with pipes, when so many more serious moving violations
are taking place? It's a lot easier to stop someone for distracted driving and potentially much better time spent.
ENFORCEMENT ALSO SUFFERS from apathy, excuses ranging from, "No one is being hurt," to "It'll be thrown out in court," coupled with the standard officer's excuse not to stop motorcycles for any reason. If they decide to flee, there may be a chase, which rarely ends
well. News headlines read, "Officer chases motorcyclist to his death." Such an excuse is real, and an apathetic cop-out.
Loud exhaust creates a less audible signature than a high-powered, front-facing siren, which we've proven is barely effective. Instead of
relying on the ineffectiveness of noise, we should work on improving our visibility and obstacle avoidance skills. You have the right to remain silent. MCN
Thank you to Motorcycle Consumer News
Jim Halvorsen is a retired police officer, MSF Rider Coach,
police motor instructor and architect of motorcycle checkpoints.
42 MCN I For Enthusiasts

MCNEWS.com
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Can you see me now?

TECH CORNER

Mike Ritenour

I was reading an article in Wing World magazine about earplugs and hearing protection. One person that they
were talking to was still a believer that “Loud Pipes saves lives”. There have been several studies that show no correlation between loud pipes and safe riding.
That prompted me to suggest some items that will make your bike heard and more visible to other drivers.
Proper lighting in the front as well as in the rear of your bike is a must. During the day if riding alone, your headlights should be on HIGH beam. Modulating head lights are legal in all states per the federal government. On a
straight road, they can be clearly seen at over 1 mile away when installed correctly (it should be installed on the high
beam switch – there is a light sensor that turns it off after dusk). That is much farther away than you will hear a pair
of loud pipes.
A fun fact: Sound travels at a speed of 744 MPH. Light travels at a speed of 670,616,629 MPH. You decide!
The rear lighting is also very important. Many accidents happen at stop signs or red lights when drivers do not
see your bike because of minimal or poorly visible brake, tail and turn signals. Installing a “Trunk Light Reconfiguration Harness” from The Electrical Connection (http://electricalconnection.com/index.php/product/honda-gl1800trunk-light-reconfiguration-harness/) will allow the lights in your trunk to work as turn, tail and break lights and put
the lights at a height that drivers will better see (price $44.95).
Brake light modulators, which cycle the brake lights to flash as if you were letting on and off the brake, are inexpensive and make you twice as visible when at a stop light or braking in traffic. As most in our club are on trikes
and the rear brake, turn and tail lights are quite low on the rear fenders, these 2 items really brings a lot of safety to
your trike.
Next is a loud air horn. Stebel Nautilus compact is the loudest on the market at this time at 139 DB. Buy the
wiring kit. It’s worth it. A very small unit and a fairly easy install. From personal experience, I have had it stop
deer on a dead run coming across an open field heading towards our bike.
If you would like to discuss more on adding these items,
I can be contacted on my email at wmlrmg@aol.com.
Add Goldwing to the subject please.
Pricing for mentioned items:
Kisan Pathblazer Headlight Modulator – approx. $125
on eBay.
Back Off Brake Light Modulator – approx. $35 from
Amazon.com
Stebel Nautilus Air Horns – approx. $50 with wiring kit
from Amazon.com
Be seen!
Be heard!
Stay safe!
Michael Ritenour
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Chili Cookout &
Seminar Day
9:30am—2:30pm
Chittenango Fire Dept.
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Dinner Ride to a Sponsor? TBA
Some evening during this week
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Dinner Ride to a Sponsor? TBA
Some evening during this week
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SEE THE GORGEOUS COUNTRYSIDE OF BEAUTIFUL

Watertown, New York
September 20 - 22, 2018

Room Rates from $109.00 to $149.00 plus tax,

SACKETTS HARBOR

includes 2 free breakfasts per night!

Ride
the winding roads of the
Empire State with
all your Friends
from New York GWRRA

Indoor and outdoor vendors,
ice cream social, seminars, Daily and Grand 50/50, Chapter
Pride tables, New York Couple of the Year selection,
and Saturday evening GWRRA family get-together!
Destination rides through scenic countryside to
discover unique 1000 Islands points of interest!

MOHAWK VALLEY
For Additional Rally
Information, please
contact:
New York District
Director Shawn Hayes at
gwrra.ny.director@gmail.
com or (716) 560-6571

~ Make sure you check out the second page to see our great
lodging rates. Mention Goldwing Road Riders New York
Rally to get group rate!!!

1000 ISLANDS

CLAYTON

2018 GWRRA NEW YORK DISTRICT RALLY ROOM RATES
Hilton Garden Inn and Holiday Inn Express & Suites
1 King Bed Evolution (Hilton Garden Inn)
$192.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $112.00!!!

2 Queen Beds Evolution (Hilton Garden Inn)
$192.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $112.00!!!

1 King Bed Evolution Junior Suite with Pullout Bed (Hilton Garden Inn)
$232.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $142.00!!!

1 King Bed Evolution Whirlpool (Hilton Garden Inn)
$232.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $142.00!!!

1 King Bed (Holiday Inn Express & Suites)
$130.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $109.00!!!

2 Queen Beds (Holiday Inn Express & Suites)
$125.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $109.00!!!

1 King Bed Suite with Sleeper Sofa (Holiday Inn Express & Suites)
$149.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $139.00!!!

1 King Bed Suite with Whirlpool (Holiday Inn Express & Suites)
$179.00 (regular rate) – GWRRA rate is $149.00!!!

Rooms at Hilton Garden Inn come with 2 free breakfast vouchers per night for a fresh cooked to
order breakfast buffet at The Grille.
Rooms at Holiday Inn Express & Suites come with 2 free breakfast vouchers per night for an
Express Start breakfast of hot and cold items.

Call (315) 788-1234 (Hilton Garden Inn) or (315) 799-1234 (Holiday Inn Express)
for reservations as soon as possible. These rooms will sell out fast. Make sure you
mention “Goldwing Road Riders New York Rally” to get the discounted room
rate!!! Room block expires on June 1, 2018. Get your reservation now!
Above rates do not include applicable state and county tax.
All hotel group rates include pool/hot tub use only.
To view the various room styles, visit http://www.watertown.hgi.com or

HILTON GARDEN INN/HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1290 ARSENAL STREET / WATERTOWN, NY 13601

