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Points
As of August, 31
We have 26 points
DIRECTOR of GWRRA: Ray & Sandi Garris
Rider Education Director: Bob & Althea Berry
Region B Directors: Tom & Renee Wasluck
Region B Trainers: Eileen & Tim Guile
Region B Educator: John & Pam Van Deusen

NEW YORK DISTRICT STAFF :
District Director: Steve & Katy Nutting
Asst. District Directors:
Eastern—Gary & Donna Cork
Western—Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Educators/Assistant: Bob & Kelly Brown
District Leadership Trainer: Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District MAD Coordinators: -TBA
District Choy Coordinators: -TBA
District Couple of the Year: Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District MEC: Pete & Marielle St-Amour
District Public Relations: Linda Waterman
District Treasurer: Eileen Guile
Newsletter Editor: Gary & Donna Cork
District Webmaster: Clark & Linda Clemens
NY District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/nygwrra

GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
Nov., 2016 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-nyt.org/

Chapter T meets at Flo’s Diner, St. Rt.31, Canastota, NY
(about 1.5 mi. west of Rt.13 intersection)
Gathering at 10:30am on the third Saturday of the month.
Come join us for Breakfast before the gathering.

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Ted & Janice Zamorski \ TedZamorski@gmail.com
Asst. Director: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Lester Bennett \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2016 Chapter Couple: Clark & Linda Clemens
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Ride Coordinators: Jack Bisgrove & TBA
Photographer: Open

Birthdays:
Nov. 2 Sharon Learned
Nov. 5 Kathy DeGroff
Nov. 10 Bonnie Klossner
Nov. 14-64 Ken Sweatman
Nov. 22 Laina Sweatman
Nov. 27 Linda Fletcher
Anniversaries:
Nov. 7 Frank & Shirley Beckler
Nov. 19-61 Al & Linda Yerdon

Congratulations to All!

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
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Kathy DeGroff

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

to all

Chapter “T” members, their families, our sponsors, and fellow GWRRA members throughout the organization.
Our first breakfast gathering for October, on Saturday the 15th, at Flo’s Diner was a great turnout with many of
Chapter “T” members and Guests from Chapter “D”. As always, we thanked everyone for attending and for their participation. We would
also like to send a shout out to the Flo’s Diner, for their great food and outstanding service.
It was great weather, so after the gathering a few members hopped on their bikes and were off on a ride. With Jack in the lead we rode to
Mexico (NY), then with Les leading it was on to the Ontario Orchard. After the apple picking, taking in the scenery, the last stop on the trip,
of course, ice cream! We all had a great time with a lot of laughs.
On November 6th, it is time to fall back in time; that is go back to Eastern Standard Time. For most of us, it’s time to replace our two
wheels for four wheels. We may be getting a little saddened as our riding season winds down; as we put on that last polish on the wings
and our Spider, and get them ready for the winter, but surely we will look forward to the first day of spring.
Let us not forget that November of course is a month of Thanksgiving. As the Chapter Director, I want to give a big THANK YOU! to
the Chapter “T” dedicated membership who continue to support our Chapter at gatherings or outside functions. They are always there to go
the extra mile to add a fresh, creative twist to our get-togethers. I would also like to give thanks to all of the guests who continue to support
Chapter T.
We also want to thank all our veterans, men and women of Chapter ‘T’, along with honoring and thanking all military personnel who
served for the United States in all wars. Veterans Day annually falls on November 11th which signifies that on the 11th hour of the 11th day
in the 11th month of 1918 (98 years ago) with the signing of the armistice which ended WWI hostilities between Allied Forces and Germany. Our hats and helmets are off to all our Veterans.
Chapter “T” would like to thank all of our sponsors and we wish them the best throughout the upcoming Holidays and the remainder of
the year. Our members and their friends are encouraged to frequent your establishments and spread the word.
Some important dates :
Nov 3rd- 6:00 PM Dinner Ride- Gone Coastal
Nov. 6th- Turn your clocks back one hour
Nov. 19th – 9:30 AM Chapter T Gathering- Flo’s Diner
Dec. 10th- 6:00 PM Chapter “T” Annual Christmas Party- The Franklin
January 5th-7th, 2017, Maryland District Winter Thing,, “Tropical
Island Getaway”. Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel, 10100 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, Maryland: http://www.gwrra-md-rg/index_files/
WinterThing.htm
February 24th, 2017 - N.Y. District Meeting- Ramada Inn, New Hartford, New York, NY- more information to follow.
June 5th-10th,2017-Americade-Lake George
August 30 - September 2, 2017- Wing Ding 39 - Grapevine, TX.
GAYLORD TEXAN RESORT & CONVENTION CENTER
September 21st-23rd,2017 GWRRA NY/NJ BI-STATE CONVENTION, Hope Lake Lodge, Cortland, New York. Room Rates $109.00
and includes breakfast. The theme will be “Fall Fantastic”- More information to come.
Best Thanksgiving Wishes—Ted and Janice
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HAVEN'T EVER counted up how many Proficient Motorcycling columns have been published in MCN or its
predecessor, Road Rider, over the past 35 or so years. Some clever, long-time reader will probably count them
up, separating the columns I wrote from those by Ken Condon. What we're really about here is helping serious motorcyclists develop their physical and mental skills to help make your ride more satisfying.
Over the past year, we've been dumping the discouraging news on you that motorcycles are a lot more dangerous than we had been told.
We think that serious motorcyclists should know the facts. My point in stressing the danger of motorcycling is to motivate you to learn as
much as you can about a wide array of motorcycling topics, so that you know what works and what doesn't. A lot of what has passed for
"motorcycle safety" has not reduced the danger.
Motorcycles are less than 4 percent of registered passenger vehicles in the US, but we rack up more than 20 percent of fatalities. Currently, driving a motorcycle is 27 times more dangerous than driving a passenger vehicle, mile for mile.
Although I often address motorcycle control skills in this column, we should all understand that skills are a way to make motorcycling
more satisfying. Some of us take great satisfaction from negotiating busy traffic through hot, wet, cold or windy weather, dodging all sorts
of nasty surface hazards, and getting back home unscathed. There is something about motorcycling that reboots our spirits.
However, we'd like to know what helps manage the danger. Track school instructors are not slow to promote the idea that a motorcyclist
possessing advanced control skills is less likely to crash than a "numb-brain" rider. But every day, highly skilled motorcyclists crash while
doing everything right. To help understand this conundrum, let's follow a rider we'll call "Biker Bob:' Bob is fictitious, but he shares some
attributes of real people.
Biker Bob
Bob returned to motorcycling recently after time off to raise a family. After buying a new bike, he took a "safety" course to help polish
up his rusty skills, renewed his motorcycle license endorsement, and bought a complete new suit of armor.
One day, Bob is enjoying his shiny new bike on a twisty road in the country. Rounding a blind turn at 40 mph, he suddenly realizes the
road doesn't go where he assumed it would go. The pavement tightens up into a decreasing radius. Bob tries to stay with the road, but the
bike refuses to cooperate, sailing into the bushes and smacking into a big rock. While Bob and his bike are being patched back together, he
turns the crash over and over in his mind, and comes to the conclusion that he's a little rustier than he had thought. Bob signs up for a cornering school to jack up his control skills.
Back on the road again a few months later, Bob marvels at how much
more satisfying it is to ride with improved skills. He has a much better
idea of what the bike is doing, and what he needs to do to control it. Of
course, without all the saddle-puckering panic, Bob is encouraged to ride
a bit more aggressively than before.
One sunny day, Bob is zipping smartly around a blind turn at 60 mph
and encounters an overturned hay truck and trailer blocking the road.
Bob skillfully straightens the bike and transitions to the brakes, but there
just isn't enough distance left to get the bike stopped before it smacks
into the overturned trailer. What went wrong here? Why didn't increased
cornering skill translate into avoiding another crash?
If it's not obvious, Bob didn't crash in either situation because of poor
cornering skills. He crashed because he didn't know how to read the
situation and didn't manage speed based on his sight distance. The cornering school he attended focused on aggressive cornering on a closed
track. It didn't focus on mundane mental concepts.
What would have helped Bob better control the situation is better
comprehension of how speed relates to reaction time and bike control.
We're the recipients of brain functions inherited from ancestors who for
centuries roamed the savanna at a walking pace. Now we're attempting
to drive at highway speeds with our "cave-man" brains. After a few
miles of motoring along at 55 mph, it just seems normal to be covering a
lot of distance every second. Most of us can understand intellectually
that speed has a relationship to stopping distance. But our caveman
brains are ill-equipped to comprehend both reaction time and the exponential increase in kinetic energy as speed increases.
An average human will squander a half second reacting to a hazard.
That means that at 55 mph, the next 40 feet is already history. At 70
mph, a half second eats up 52 feet. Then there's some additional bad
news for those of us who qualify as old geezers: our reaction times are
probably a full second or longer. It might take us 80 feet to react at 55
3

mph, during which the bike continues at the same speed. When we are suddenly faced with a hazard, it typically takes
much more distance to scrub off speed than our caveman brains would have predicted.
A second part of the situation is that it's human nature to "poke at the bear:' As we learn how to corner more aggressively, we tend to ride faster. It might seem reasonable after a few years of riding to go a little faster than the speed
limit, say 60 in a 55. You may have favorite twisty roads where you used to ride at 50, but now you feel comfortable
cruising along at 70. A few years farther along and you might jack that up to 80.
The problem is that our caveman brains seem to have a lot of difficulty comprehending how kinetic energy increases four times for
every doubling of speed. The points here are that most of us overestimate how quickly we can react to hazards, and we underestimate how
much distance it takes to brake from elevated speeds. Often, crashes are a result of bad things coming together so quickly that there is no
time left to pull off an evasive maneuver.
Our caveman brains are poorly equipped to comprehend such abstract concepts as reaction time or how kinetic energy builds exponentially as speed increases.
Situational Awareness
To survive road hazards, it's not enough to be on high alert waiting for something bad to happen so you can react to an emergency. You
need to use your brainpower to predict what might happen, so that you can take evasive action early to avoid the problem, whether it's a
decreasing-radius curve, an overturned hay truck, a missing manhole cover, or a deer about to leap across the road.
For example, alleyways are just as likely to result in fatal collisions as major intersections. So, approaching an alley, maybe it would be
smart to ease on a little front brake, or move over to the left side of your lane, just in case another vehicle does zoom out from between the
buildings. It's important to spot trouble developing in time to avoid it, rather than just waiting to react with quick, skillful evasive maneuvers.
A clever motorcyclist thinks several seconds ahead of the bike, predicting what might happen and then adjusting speed or position to
stay out of the way of hazards. Just staying on high alert waiting for something bad to happen is not often successful.
In the spirit of entertainment, I've offered a number of "unbelievable" hazard scenarios at different seminars and training courses over
the years. Once I was doing a presentation at a big motor-cycle event in Minneapolis. My topic was using the best evasive actions to avoid
hazards. "Here you are, riding down 1-494, when suddenly you spot an elephant escaped from the zoo and lumbering across the highway.
What would you do? Brake? Swerve? Accelerate? Open a bag of peanuts?"
I thought I was offering a ridiculous situation that might stimulate some dialogue about the different tactics we might use. After the
seminar, a rider came up to talk with me. "Dave, you're not going to believe this, but last year an elephant did escape from the zoo and tried
to cross the freeway"
I eventually realized that there is such a wide array of hazards lurking out there that you must keep your mental radar scanning for anything. Whatever the situation, it's important to figure out what's happening and take action as early as possible to avoid getting caught up in
the problem.
Continually practicing the right control skills will help you develop the "muscle memory" to put the bike exactly where you want it to go
without any wasted time or conscious thought. But even if you commit to lifelong study and practice, your turn to crash might come up next
week, or on the next ride.
While we know a few people who have managed to avoid crashes over thousands or even millions of miles of motorcycling, no one
seems to know how to replicate their successes. It could be that some people have a real knack for situational awareness, or adjusting speed
just right to avoid being at the wrong place at the wrong time. It could be just a matter of chance that one rider is too early or too late to get
caught up in a collision, while another similar rider in the same circumstances is exactly on time for the crash. Or maybe it's a matter of
judgment, which no one seems to know how to teach.
Which gets us right back to the concept that motorcycling is potentially very dangerous. The satisfaction you get from motorcycling
needs to be more important to you than the possibility of suffering through the results of a crash. If you're wavering about this "danger"
business, maybe you're not cut out to be a life-long motorcycle enthusiast. Don't feel guilty about dropping out of the sport and converting
your helmet into a flower pot.
On the other hand, maybe you're a diehard motorcycle enthusiast who is going to keep on riding regardless of bad weather, bike thieves,
the hand-wringing of the do-gooders, edge traps, or the occasional crash. Sure, it's dangerous. Challenging the danger and winning is part of
the satisfaction. •
David Hough, the original author of MCN's
Proficient Motorcycling and Street Strategies columns,
is the author of the best-selling books Proficient Motorcycling,
Mastering the Ride, Street Strategies, and Street Riders' Guide.
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Care and Maintenance Tips for Your Plastic
Motorcycle Components

TECH CORNER

with Lester Bennett

Written by Staff June 30, 2006

Now that summer is in full swing it seems like every time we ride we are faced with obstacles at every turn. It can be as easy as bugs
hitting your helmet face-shield or that nasty debris that semi-trailers kick up in the fast lane next to the concrete divider. We spend tons of
time cleaning, waxing and polishing our faithful companions, but we can be harmful to our friends!
In the “cleaning your windshield” text our owners manuals advise us to avoid detergents or chemical cleaners on the windshield or plastic body panels. The manuals recommend that we use warm water and a soft cloth or sponge. When it comes to heavier debris on the windshield or body panels, use a diluted neutral detergent with a sponge and plenty of rinse water. Most of the bikes today have warranties that
can be rejected due to specific problems that have been caused by misinformation on what is or is not covered, and yes, this includes all
plastic and windshield applications.
Below are cleaners that can easily harm the expensive plastics on your bike:
Petroleum products can damage the windshield, fairing and bodywork.
Certain commercial glass cleaners can damage the hard coating applied to the plastic windshields which is called “hazing.”
Some anti-fog windshield products can damage the windshield if applied or left to dry in the bright sunlight. Smears, hazing or bubbling
may occur.
So it seems we have several factors to consider when cleaning the expensive plastics on the bikes we own. I do want to acknowledge
that if these items are ignored this will most likely void the warranty on your new motorcycle’s expensive plastic components.
Cleaning your motorcycle is a task that only you can do at a time that works into your schedule and availability. Cutting corners with a
little bit more powerful cleaner or using a shop rag to wipe down that fingerprint smudge is not a practice that I recommend to the readers.
Some of the best cleaners I have used and am currently using are produced by Honda Pro. I currently use Honda spray cleaner & polish
part # (H\C3597275) and I have had nothing but great success with this product. Everyone has their favorite; I just want you to know what
works for me over and over again.
So when you get those nasty bugs and road grime on those expensive windshields and plastics, make sure that you do not harm those
pieces by grabbing the wrong product.
On our tough-o-meter scale we will rate this tip a whopping #1 due to the damage that can be inflicted if the wrong chemicals are used.
B-safe out there!
Cycle Connections Online Motorcycle Magazine \ 6-2006
Dave Miller
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WinterThing 2017 Event Registration Form
Rider

______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

Region _________________

Co-Rider ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

District _________________

‘
Guest #1 ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

Chapter _________________

Guest #2 ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

Title:

Address: ____________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________

_____________________________,
City / Town

_________________________

___________ _________ ______ Phone: _________________________
St / Province

Registration Fees

Country

Zip

Please Indicate Special Needs:

GWRRA Member ……………….

$50.00
$55.00 X _____ = $______

[Write In Quantity for Applicable Need(s) below]

Non-Member …………………….

$55.00
$60.00 X _____ = $______

Wheel Chair Access

Children (under 6) Registration…

Free

Sugar-Free Dessert

_____

Children (Under 15) Banquet Meal. $25.00
$30.00 X _____ = $______
Day Pass …………………………

$25.00 X _____ = $______
$20.00

Day Pass (Sat Only) w/Banquet.…

$45.00
20.00 X _____ = $______

CPR / First Aid Re-certification

$20.00
$30.00 X _____ = $______

Sign Services

(check if needed)

Other:

Shirt Order Deadline
8 December 2016

Order Shirts Online
via this link!

http://www.gwrrawinterthing2017.deco-apparel.com/
NOTE: Registrations postmarked before
11/30/16 will be entered into a $100 drawing!!!
 Please Sign Registration Form
 Make check payable to: GWRRA MD District
 Mail to: Terry Gardner (MD District Treasurer)
7848 Kings Bench Place
Pasadena, MD 21122

Press for Grand Total

Total Payment enclosed

$_____________
All registrations should be postmarked by December 16th, 2016.
After that date, please bring your completed registration with
you to WinterThing because we’ll always have a space for you.

Rider _________________
Signature

Co-Rider ________________ Guest#1_______________ Guest#2_______________
Signature

Signature

Signature

I/We agree to hold harmless GWRRA and property owners for loss or injury incurred through participation in event activities.
NOTE: SEATING FOR THE BANQUET WILL BE BASED ON PRE-REGISTRATION.
TO INSURE SEATING WITH YOUR CHAPTER YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER!!!

