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4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:
Dec. 3 David Fletcher
Dec. 4 Daniel Brown
Dec.11 Rosalie Gillett
Anniversaries:
Dec. 9 Ken & Kathy Yaddow

As of 6/14
We have 11 points

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Jim & Trish Thayer

Congratulations to All!
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Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

Where’d the Time Go??

Linda and my time as Chapter ‘T’ Director is coming to an end. One of the great joys of leading a
GWRRA Chapter these past three years has been the bonds of friendship we’ve formed with fellow members. Everywhere we went…to Wing Dings, Training Seminars, and/or Chapter events…GWRRA members were always there with a warm greeting, a handshake, a pat on the back, and/or words of encouragement.
Linda and I had tons of fun; we’ve met a lot of like-minded people; we’ve traveled to wonderful places with our Chapter,
had enjoyable rides, attended great events and improved our rider/riding skills.
This is what a good GWRRA Chapter is all about.
As the Chapter Director we were afforded the opportunity and joy to work with the Chapter ‘T’ Leadership Team. These
fellow riders, friends, motivators, and ball busters are the backbone of this Chapter. They are dependable and they get things
done.
If you like to ride, have fun, meet like-minded people, and enhance your road sharing techniques, why not attend a Chapter
‘T’ meeting to get things started. The next Chapter meeting will be held on January 22, 2015.
It looks like we may be in for another long, cold winter again this year. Hopefully, your Goldwing has been prepared for
it’s long hibernation and will be ready to go when spring arrives March 20th.
Most of us are very attentive at taking precautions with our big bikes. But what about you? Will you be up for that first
early ride? What will you do this winter to be physically and mentally fit? Just as it’s important to stay physically fit, it is important to stay mentally fit too. The two go hand in hand. Research has shown that physical exercise can stimulate nerve
growth in the brain. We need to keep our bodies as flexible as possible because our whole body is involved in riding. Exercise
does not have to be boring and dreaded. It can be something that you enjoy and helps to increase the overall happiness in your
life, as well as relieve symptoms of stress, depression and anxiety. Try to find some daily activity that gives you pleasure and
you will continue on a regular basis because it adds something good to your life.
“Those who do not find time for exercise will have to find
time for illness.” -Earl of Derby
I like this quote because it speaks to the importance of dedication. We should all make time for exercise as it will improve muscle strength, increase joint flexibility and improve endurance.
Let’s try to make 2015 the year we follow through…for yourself and for your health.
Last but not least, Linda and I would like to wish each and
every one of you and your family a warm and wonderful Merry
Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year.
You may not know it but we have a list of folks we’ve met all written in a book. Every year when Christmas comes, we go
and take a look. That is when we realize these names are all a part, not of the book they’re written in but of our very heart.
And while you may not be aware of any special link – just meeting you has changed our lives more than you may think. Once
we’ve met somebody the years cannot erase - the memory of a pleasant word or a friendly face. So every year when Christmas
comes we realize anew the best gifts that life can offer is meeting folks like you.

***Jingle All the Way ***
Dave & Linda
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From the soon to be NY Chapter “T”
Directors: Ted & Janice Zamorski

Greetings!
As 2014 winds down, as incoming Chapter Directors for
2015, we would like to take this time to acknowledge David
and Linda Fletcher for their devoted service and dedication
to the members of Chapter T for the past three years. We
hope that they will continue to remain active in the Chapter
and continue to participate in our rides/events.
We want to thank all the ride leaders that guided those
rides to get us back safe and sound with good communication along the way.
We would also like to thank the Chapter members for participating in the
rides and events held this year and for being such a great group. The rides and
events would not be the same without friends to share them with.
As our practice has been in the past, we made an effort to patronize many of
our sponsors during the year and we will make every effort to do the same in
2015.
We hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and best wishes to all
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
And let us not forget all the soldiers who are fighting for our freedom who
can’t get to go home. Always our prayers go out to them.
See you next year!
Ted and Janice

Don’t Forget the Christmas Party!
December 13, 2014 at the Franklin Hotel,
Rome, NY at 6 pm.
$10.00 for active members
$15.00 for outside Chapter members
$22.00 for Guests
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
Driving Safety Tips For Winter Weather

By Justin Stoltzfus

W

inter is coming or it’s already here...and with the cold
weather comes the need to be extra careful on the road.
Seasonal dangers, including snow and ice on roads, and reduced
visibility from winter precipitation, make it important for drivers
to prepare and focus to prevent accidents. Brush up on these
winter driving safety tips to avoid trouble on the road:
 Watch the weather. One way that drivers can limit
their liability in the winter is to plan trips in relatively good
weather. Be alert and stay up to date on changing weather and
traffic reports in order to anticipate and avoid stormy roadways.
New smartphones and tablets make this even easier with realtime wireless weather updates (just be sure not to check while
driving).
 Slow down. A little more caution makes a lot of difference when roads are slick. Slowing down by 5 mph or more, and
driving on low-speed roads, will help limit you potential for damage in a collision. Keeping more car lengths between vehicles
gives you more time for any sudden stop too.
 Know Your Extras. This is a big one for those driving newer, more tech-equipped vehicles: it's critically important
to understand how your safety features work. The biggest example? Anti-lock brakes. Where tapping brakes works for controlling skid in traditional braking, pumping ABS can be dangerous. Road safety experts and law enforcement professionals know
that anti-lock brakes and other features are no substitute for safe stopping distances and reasonable speeds - and that goes for
other high-tech features like traction control as well. Even some
more traditional features of a vehicle can be confusing - for example, experts warn against using cruise control on slick roads.
 Condition Your Vehicle For Winter. In some
states that get the most winter weather, drivers are allowed to put
on items like tire chains or tire studs to add traction. In other
states, these additions are illegal because they can tear up roads.
Check with your state DMV to see whether these winter preparations are appropriate where you live. And, no matter what state
you're in, it's a good idea to keep tires at proper inflation. Another
major part of maintenance is directly related to winter: drivers
should take care to remove troublesome ice from the windshield
and windows, and big drifts of snow from the hood and cabin top,
in order to prevent problems with visibility.
 Stock A Winter Emergency Kit. In the event that
you do have to pull over during a major storm or find yourself
with a broken-down vehicle, be prepared with a winter emergency
kit. Recommended items include: a flashlight and batteries, handwarmers, blankets, drinking water, shovel and ice scraper, jumper
cables, and standalone emergency lights or flares.
All of these helpful driving tips can assist drivers in keeping
themselves and others safe this winter.

P.S.
It's helpful to practice winter driving techniques in a snowy,
open parking lot, so you're familiar with how your car handles.
Consult your owner's manual for tips specific to your vehicle.

Have a Safe & Merry Christmas,
Jim Thayer / NY Chapter “T” Rider Ed
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Winter Vehicle Prep Tips

TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor & Lester Bennett

Winter driving presents a number of challenges to both you and your car. Cold weather tests the limits of your car's mechanical abilities.
Treacherous driving conditions test your abilities as a driver.
The consequences can be very dire. You could end up sliding towards a guard rail wondering if your affairs are in order. It pays to be
prepared.
Here are our tips to get ready for the snow and sleet-covered roads and dipstick-freezing temperatures.
We hope you find them useful ... and we'd love to hear yours, too!
Tom and Ray Click and Clack, the Tappet Brothers
If your car needs regular service, get it done now.
Nothing's a big deal in the summer. You break down? So what? It's a nice night out. Look at all those stars! But break down when it's minus jaw-freezing outside, and that's
a different story. Since bad hoses, belts, water pumps and spark plug wires can leave you stranded in the winter, it's better to bite the bullet and fix them. It's better than
spending the same amount of money after you've been sitting in your stalled car for three hours waiting for AAA. (Just kidding, Triple A! No one has ever had to wait three
hours for one of your tow trucks, have they?)
Here's one service item that's often forgotten: tire pressure. Ask your mechanic to check it, or do it as soon as winter arrives. Why? Because tire pressure drops by about
one pound per ten degrees of temperature. So, if it's -10 now, and the last time you checked your tire pressure was back during that sweltering heat wave in July, your tires
will be dangerously low and will jeopardize your car's handling.
Many newer vehicles have tire pressure monitors, which alert you to dangerous changes in tire pressure. In fact, as of 2008, tire pressure monitors are required on all new
vehicles. But older cars don't have them and the pressure needs to be checked manually.
Make sure your battery and charging system are up to snuff.
Your mechanic should check the battery, charging system, and belts. Your battery can leave you stranded simply because it's old and lousy. Or it could leave you stranded
because your charging system isn't working well, and the battery isn't getting charged properly. So have your mechanic check the battery and charging system.
If you find that you need a new battery, get the biggest, meanest, ugliest battery that will fit in your car. Two things to remember about batteries: First, the battery that
started your car easily in the summer may not have enough oomph to do it in winter. In winter, the engine is harder to start, because the oil isn't as "fluid" as it was last July.
And secondly, batteries lose power as the temperature drops (you remember your high school chemistry, right?). So not only do you need MORE power to start the engine
in winter, you also get LESS power from the same battery.
Batteries are rated by a measure called "cold cranking amps" (CCA), the maximum number of amps that the battery can deliver at zero degrees (F) for 30 seconds. Good,
powerful batteries are rated at or above 600 CCA. We've never really liked this CCA rating because some batteries rated at 600 CCA can just barely make the 30-second
criterion, and some can pump it out much longer - clearly better batteries. Along came our pals at Consumer Reports. When they rate batteries, they do the CCA test and
report how long the battery puts out the 600 amps. Great, says us. So take a look at their ratings for the lowdown.
Check the cooling system.
You can check the freeze rating of your car's coolant yourself with a little device that you can buy in an auto part store for a couple of bucks. With it you suck up a little of the
anti-freeze from the radiator - or the overflow container - and see how many of the little balls float. It's cute. If this is beyond you, most real gas stations will do it for you in a
couple of minutes. By the way, having good coolant in your engine is very important because if the coolant freezes, it expands, and it's bye-bye engine block. And that
means bye-bye to the 50-inch plasma TV you've been saving up for.
But that's still only half the story. The other primary function of antifreeze is to keep your cooling system from rusting. The rust inhibitors in antifreeze break down over time
and need to be renewed. So, at a minimum, change your engine's coolant at the interval recommended by your manufacturer. Besides, draining out the coolant and refilling
the system also removes dirt and rust particles that can clog up the cooling system and cause problems, regardless of the season.
There are two primary types of coolants available on the market today. The first is traditional, green-colored antifreeze, which can be used in any car. The second is a
newer, long-life coolant, which comes in a variety of colors. It should only be used in recent-model cars because it may damage some of the engine gaskets in older cars. If
you're not sure whether your car uses the new or old-style antifreeze, check with your manufacturer.
In a pinch, the new and the old coolants can be mixed- but if you do that, you should drain the cooling system next time your car is in for service. The rust-inhibiting additives in the two coolants can actually counteract each other and, over a long period of time, allow the cooling system to rust. It takes a long time for this damage to occur, so
you don't have to rush home and drain the system. But do take care of it promptly, so you don't forget and find yourself slapping your credit card down for an engine rebuild,
a few years later.
If you have leaks in the cooling system, take care of them now.
Make certain the antifreeze will protect your car at the winter temperatures you'll experience in your area. For most areas, you'll need a 50-50 mix of coolant to water. You
may think, "I'll be extra good to my car, and give it 100% coolant." Guess what? You're wrong. The 50-50 mix has a lower freezing point. Not only that, but 100% coolant is
less able to transfer heat away from your engine, and has been known to cause such nasty things as melted spark plugs of engine failure under the wrong circumstances.
So, mix it up!
Make sure your windshield wipers are in good shape.
Winter wipers - with the rubber coverings that keep ice from collecting on the blade - have become very popular. They're great in the winter, but make sure you take them
off in the spring. Winter wipers are heavy, and if you use them all summer, you'll wear out the wiper motor prematurely.
And when using your wipers in the winter, remember to turn them off BEFORE shutting off the engine. Why? Water frequently freezes overnight during the winter. And
if your blades freeze to the windshield, when you go to start your car, the wiper motor may burn out trying to get them back to the "rest position," while you're sitting there
wondering, "What's that burning smell?"
Keep your gas tank close to full.
In the summer, you can take a chance and run down to fumes. But in the winter, if you do get stuck or stranded, the engine will be your only source of heat. And you don't
want to have to worry about conserving fuel and saving the planet right at that moment...you want to stay warm. You can run the engine indefinitely at idle to stay warm-or
as long as you have gas. No harm will be done to the engine.
By the way, if you have an old jalopy, we suggest you crack open the window a bit if you are going to be idling the engine. Old jalopies are more likely to suffer from exhaust leaks and rust holes. This may not be a problem while you're driving because the wind is removing the exhaust as you move forward; but if you're sitting for a long
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time while carbon monoxide is slowly leaking into the passenger compartment, well, we could lose another listener. And we've only got six left!
Finally, if you are pulled over and stopped in the midst of a humungous snowstorm, be sure to get out periodically and remove snow from behind the tailpipe to keep it unobstructed.
Make sure your windshield washer reservoir is full.
On a snowy or messy day, you can easily go through half a gallon or more of windshield washer fluid trying to keep your windshield clear. For that reason, it's also a good
idea to keep some extra fluid in the trunk in case you run out. And make sure you get the good stuff - stay away from the already-half-frozen stuff outside your local gas
station! Even though it may say "Good to Minus 30," some of these cheap fluids freeze around zero degrees! Even if you buy the good stuff, if you live in a very cold area,
you also may need to supplement your windshield washer fluid with some concentrate. The concentrate is available in one-pint bottles and works very well at extremely low
temperatures.
A lot of folks ask us about carrying sand in the back of the car.
If you have a rear-wheel-drive vehicle that needs help in the snow, you can put a bag or two of sand behind the rear axle. This extra weight will increase the traction of the
rear wheels.
So where, exactly, is the rear axle? Draw an imaginary line between the two rear wheels. That's the location of the rear axle, which is usually towards the front of the trunk.
However, you can make things worse by putting too much weight too far back. In essence, by weighing down the rear end too much, you "lift up" the front end and lose
some steering and braking abilities. We suggest you start with a 20 pound bag as far back in the car as you can get it. Then, go for a ride and see how your car steers and
handles.
If you live in western Siberia, northern Minnesota, or some place like that, think about adding a block heater to your engine.
That's a small electric engine heater that plugs in to your home's wiring via a regular, 120 volt AC plug, at night. It's almost required equipment for diesel engines in frigid
climates. But it can be used on regular gasoline engines, too. And for less than a hundred dollars, you can be virtually guaranteed that your car will start, even on the coldest, butt-freezes-to-the-driver's-seat mornings. A side benefit of this is that you'll have instant heat in the morning. Actually, that may be the greatest benefit! One note of
caution: If you do get a block heater, try to remember not to drive off with your car still plugged into your house.
Make sure your rear-window defroster works.
In many states, the law requires that ALL of your windows be clear before you hit the road. Now, you can always use your old Car Talk T-Shirt on the rear windows to wipe
off the condensation - as long as you pull over and do it again every ten minutes. But a working rear defroster is a better solution.
Know your car.
Every car has different handling characteristics. You should know what your car can and cannot do in the snow. (Hint: It can't do any of the things it was doing on the TV
commercial that made you buy it.) You should know if you have front, rear, part-time or full-time four-wheel drive; anti-lock brakes; traction control; and stability control. You should know what kind of tires are on the car, and how all those things work and how they help you or don't help you. In fact, it's not a bad idea to do a little driving
in an empty parking lot on a snowy day just so you know what to expect from your car when you drive on snowy roads.
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s your Chapter's newsletter editors, we'd like to wish each of you
a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy & Prosperous New Year.
Speaking of the New Year, we would also like to thank Ted & Janice
for filling in the position of ACD in 2014 and now we welcome them
as our new Chapter Directors as we enter into 2015!
Let's all give them our support so we can continue to
have a fun filled, educational and growing chapter.
We would also like to extend a heartfelt "Thank You"
to Dave & Linda Fletcher for the outstanding job they
did to keep our Chapter running smoothly! Remember
the laughter we shared when we greeted Dave with:
"Here comes the judge"? They certainly brought a ray
of sunshine to our gatherings with their humor. We
never quite knew what Dave would be eluding to
when he pulled out his "Yellow notepad". Usually he
spoke of past events, (Chapter, District and/or Region)...keeping us informed of those events. He also
spoke of upcoming events and always asked for our
input when he felt the need was there... dates, times,
places, etc. for those upcoming events. He reminded
us that the Chapter was "OUR" Chapter and he appreciated our ideas.
Again, we say a job well done and Thank You Dave & Linda. We look forward to seeing
you at our future gatherings. Don't be strangers. We want to be able to chant:

"Here comes the Judge & Linda"!
With much appreciation,
Jim & Trish
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