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Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
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http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: Ted & Janice Zamorski \ TJZ653@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Asst. Tech Contributor : Lester Bennett \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2014 Chapter Couple: Jim & Trish Thayer
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: Dan Brown \ Au9411@verizon,net

4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

As of 6/14
We have 11 points

Sept.-3 Lester Bennett
Sept.-5 Mary Ann Bennett
Sept.-12 Alvin Yerdon
Sept.-23 Bud Combs

Anniversaries:
Sept.-13-69 Jack & Joan Bisgrove
Sept.-19 Ted & Janice Zamorski

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Jim & Trish Thayer

he Chapter ‘T’ gathering commenced with the Director thank- Chapter T’s Director’s
ing everyone for their interest in the Chapter and taking the
Corner
time to attend the meeting. Next, the 25 members/guests heard the
Director disclose that his absence from rides/events, etc., was purposeful and contrived to enhance support and loyalty for the upcoming Chapter Directors, Ted and Janice. Ted and Janice
are the 6th Chapter Directors and will be leading Chapter ‘T’ into it’s 15th year of existence. It’s hard to believe that
2015 will be knocking at our door so soon. There should be several like-minded “grassroots” members whose trail
blazer vision of this Chapter can’t believe where the time has gone. 2015 should be a gratifying year for the founding members of Chapter
“T”. It should also be fun for the Chapter Team, who like to add fresh, creative twists to their get-togethers.
All members of Chapter “T” should be thinking about how to bring special touches to events, meetings, rides, etc. to commensurate this
distinctive Chapter “T” year. Your input is very important, so speak up, share your thoughts and ideas!
Another topic discussed is that to perform well, our new Chapter Directors will need strong team players. Team members willing to
step up, walk-the-walk, and meet Chapter challenges head on. Good team players equal great Chapter Directors which contribute to fun and
enjoyable chapters.
Additionally, like many other Chapters throughout GWRRA, Chapter “T” needs to attract and maintain new members. Our members are
getting older and some have health issues, every day aches, pains and stress which can prevent us from enjoying our riding passion and life.
This issue will become more self-evident in the next two to three years.

T

Skip Left Turns - A trick that delivery drivers know and now science has confirmed. You can save time, gas and money if you stop
idling in the left turn lane and take three right turns instead. It’s also safer too. Since the mid 2000’s, UPS has used mapping software that
limits the number of left-hand turns its drivers make. UPS estimates that this saved 98 million minutes of idle time last year and a 2011
study from North Carolina State University backs this up. On 13 of the state’s “super streets” – roads that forbid left hand turns…trips take
20 percent less time and there are 46% fewer accidents at crossings. Less time and fewer accidents sounds like a no brainer to consider
when taking your next trip.
Chapter “T” Mascot: Thanks to the time and efforts of members Jim & Sharon Learned, Chapter ‘T” now has a tornado mascot.
Please see the photo in this newsletter, (page 6). The photo may not do justice to the amount of actual hard work involved by Jim & Sharon.
Now, with this tornado mascot and the creative minds of our members we can do offshoots of it; for example, to fashion Chapter T
pins, patches, bike flags and/or smaller stuffed tornados to carry on our Goldwings. Also, having a mascot earns points toward the requirement to compete for Chapter of the Year.
Chapter T Sponsors: Please take a moment and notice the varied sponsors throughout this newsletter. More importantly, lets support them and invite our family and friends to frequent them also. Remember, we have Chapter “T” business cards to leave at their establishments to let them know you were there.
Upcoming Events/Rides: If you haven’t gotten enough saddle time in, you might consider attending one or more of the following:
-9/4-9/6: PA District Convention in Erie, PA – “Beach Party Wingo”
-9/19-9/20: Chapter N Ride Out, Diamond Point, NY
-9/25-9/27: Wings Over the Smokies, Cherokee, NC
-9/25: Chapter T gathering/meeting – See you there.

***Ride Safe & Offer More Visibility***
Dave & Linda
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
LANE POSSITION

How many lanes are there on a two-lane road? Trick question?
Not really...
Motorcycle Safety Foundation instructors describe a motorcyclist's "lane" as being broken into left.
middle and right, but that's just the beginning. It would be more accurate to say a singletrack vehicle
can occupy an infinite number of segments in a given space. Practically speaking. the number of locations a bike can occupy in one 12-foot-wide lane is huge.
Experienced riders have a variety of lane-position rules and superstitions. Depending on the situation, you can be in one place or another, from the edge of the shoulder to the middle of the road. For
instance, at dusk and dawn you want to be on the lookout for deer and other critters, which means
avoiding the right side of the lane. Of course, that theory assumes the roadway is more alien to animals
than the roadside.
Being closer to the middle of the road gives oncoming vehicles a better chance of seeing you. When
you're following a semi, SUV or some other oversized fuel-drain, riding near the centerline can prevent an
oncoming vehicle from attempting an ill-timed pass.
Practice the outside-inside-outside "racing line" in corners, entering as far to the outside as possible so
you have the space and time to make corrections. Delayed apexes are great, too, particularly in blind corners. The later you define a curve's apex, the sooner you can see the exit and get back on the gas.
Managing lane position is a two-dimensional tactic. Extra distance is your friend in traffic because it
gives you extra time to figure out your next move and make it. The MSF recommends allowing 2-4 seconds
between the car ahead and you. At 70 mph you're covering approximately 100 feet per second, which is a
convenient mental tool for calculating following distance. Counting "one potato, two potato..." while approaching a stationary reference point helps calibrate your brain, too.
Since one of the least endearing qualities of modern drivers is their irrational love of tailgating, a wellcalibrated brain goes a long way toward keeping you out of trouble. The average driver's poor mathematical understanding makes it tough.
Running up against the next car's bumper in traffic decreases his average speed and that of all the vehicles behind him. He'd be better off
going slow and keeping his distance than constantly stopping and starting.
Tell that to distracted commuters:
If they aren't darting from lane to lane, they're out of gas by the side of the
road or waiting in the middle for the cops to show up after rear-ending some
poor soul.
If an offending motorist is following too closely, try varying your speed.
Slow down until the driver passes, or build some distance between the one
ahead and you, then gradually speed up. When the offensive one catches
back up, slow down again to rebuild your safety margin. Bozo will soon
take his clown act somewhere else. If that doesn't work, pull off the road
and wait for the joker to pass.
Here's one more for the road: Assume most drivers are malevolent idiots
until proven otherwise. Underestimating the skills, intent and prevailing
attention level of your fellow motorists makes you appreciate competent,
decent drivers all the more. Choosing the best lane position is a moment-bymoment decision, so stay tuned-in to your riding environment. Hope for the
best but plan for the worst, even if it happens right in front of you. MC
Article sourced from Motor Cyclist / Jan 2012
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TECH CORNER
By the Numbers
The closer you look at your Gold Wing, or any motorcycle for that
matter, the more numbers you'll find. They are on the frame, tires,
and labels, etc. So what do they mean? We'll explain a few below.
VIN (Vehicle Identification Number)
The VIN is a 17 digit code that identifies an individual vehicle and
includes a lot of information. For Honda powersports vehicles, the
table below decodes the various components of the VIN. On the
GLI800, the VIN is stamped on the right side of the steering head. It
is also included on the Safety Certification label attached to the left
side of the steering head.
Engine Number
The engine number is a 12 digit code that is unique to each engine; for instance SC47E-1234567. The engine number starts
with a version of the VDS. The "E" after the VDS indicates it is an
engine number. The group of seven numbers after the "E" is the
sequential production number. On the GLI 800, the engine number is stamped on the right side of the engine crankcase.
Color Code
The color code of the vehicle provides the paint color code as applied by the factory. The code number varies in length, from the
simple three digit NH I for black to NHA45M for Portland Gray Metallic. The color code for the GL1800 is included on a label attached
to the underside of the fuel filler compartment lid.
Tire Information
Tire manufacturers include a lot of information on the sidewalls of
their tires. The main code you'll see on a tire will look like this:
130/70R18M/C 63H, which is the code on the Bridgestone G709
front tire specified for the 2012 GL 1800/A. The 130 indi-cates the
tire's millimeter width. The 70 indicates the tire's height is 70 percent of its width. The R indicates the tire is of radial construc-tion.
The 18 is the rim diameter in inches. The M/C indicates it is a motorcycle tire. The number 63 is the load rating (600 Ibs), and H is
the maximum speed rating (see the chart below).
There will also be a direction indicator, a "MAX.LOAD" rating, a
DOT stamp, and a manufactured date code, for example 1509;
where 15 indicates the 15th week and 09 is the year.
More Information
For more information about other numbers, like specifications and
load limits, read your Owner's Manual or visit your local Honda
dealer. For more technical information, such as wear limits, consider purchasing the Genuine Honda Gold Wing Service Manual.
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with Dave Secor & Lester Bennett

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4 IceCream Ride @

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

18 IceCream Ride @ 19

20

Nicky Doodles
Oneida, NY

7

8

9

10

11 Dinner Ride @
Wagon Wheel
212 Main St.
Oneida, NY

14

15

16

17

Soda Fountain
9698 Main St.
Remsen, NY

21

22

23

28

29

30

24

NY Chapter “N’s”
New York District Ride-Out
18th through the 21st in
Lake George, NY.

25

Chapter T
26
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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September 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

October 2014
5

6

7

8

9 Dinner Ride @
TBA

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Chapter T
24
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm

25

26

27

28

29

30

5

31

Thanks Jim & Sharon
for giving form and face
to our new

Chapter ”T” Mascot
Lets have some suggestions
for a nick name at the next
meeting.
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See
next page for
Ride Out
Registration
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