GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
May, 2014 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Ray & Sandi Garris
Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
Region B Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck
Region B Educator
Al Stahl
NEW YORK DISTRICT STAFF :
District Director
Steve & Katy Nutting
Asst. District Directors
Gary & Donna Cork
Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Educators
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Choy Coordinators
Iggy & Lloyda George
District Couple of the Year
Bruce & Doreen Krebs
District MEC
Iggy & Lloyda George
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Eileen Guile
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Webmaster:
Clark & Linda Clemens

NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/
NY District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/nygwrra

Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: Ted & Janice Zamorski \ TJZ653@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Asst. Tech Contributor : Lester Bennett \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2014 Chapter Couple: Jim & Trish Thayer
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: Dan Brown \ Au9411@verizon,net

4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

As of 4/26/2014
We have 6 points

May 10- Linda Yerdon
May 12- Clark Clemens
May 27- Patricia Thayer
Anniversaries:

May-10 Miner, Gordon & Beverly

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Will Williams

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

From pre-gathering discussions, most of the 22 members
who attended were frustrated with the weather. Everyone is anxious to throw a leg over their bike and ‘go
riding’ but, thus far 2014 has not been cooperative. It’s been years since I can recall the wind being so bitterly cold - for so long.

It’s sure uplifting to have a Chapter membership of close spirited friends whose camaraderie, companionship and enthusiastic laughter helps us to remedy the not so good times. Actually, in addition to Mother’s Day (5/11), the month of May is a
‘special’ month for our Chapter. It was on May 13, 2000 that Chapter T was formed; aided by our first Director, Kathy Sweatman, who lead for almost five years. Of additional interest is that this Chapter continues to have several ‘initial’ members still
very active today. (They joined right after high school.) Anticipation is high that these ‘grass roots’ members will want to
overdo it’s rides, events and/or activities during next year’s
15th year celebration.
May is also Motorcycle Awareness Month. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) has
designated the month of May as “National Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month”. The intention of this designated month is to
help all motorists to become extra aware of motorcycles on the road now that the weather is better. Motorists need to be made
aware that the three main road/highway situations which are of greater potential for serious accidents or injury are:
A. changing lanes; B. making left-hand turns; and C. crossroads/intersections
Before any movement in the above three situations, motorists should ‘look twice’ before they act. It doesn’t take but a second to do that and it might just save someone’s life.
As a motorcycle rider, what are you doing to increase your own awareness??
-obey traffic laws/safety rules
-your bike has a modulating headlight
-ride outside of vehicle blind spots
-you wear Hi Viz products
-check your mirrors frequently
-LED lighting replacement and/or add-ons
-avoid poor weather conditions
-add a trike kit
-display a ‘lawn sign’ for motorcycle safety
What can you add to this?...........
Ride Schedule: Chapter ‘T’s’ Ride/Event Schedule has been posted on our website. The schedule is a result of the Chapter ‘T’ team meeting to create a schedule that was as diverse as our members interest, community give-back events, safety
and training seminars, etc. Some events listed are for personal interests, time constraints and/or costs.
“It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters in the end.”

-Ernest Hemingway

-Ice Cream Rides (Thursdays): 5/1: Nicky Doodles, Rome – 6:30 pm, 5/8: Cinderella’s, Sylvan Beach – 6:30 pm,
North Pole, Chittenango – 6:30 pm, *Bike Awareness, Chittenango Park – 5:00 pm

5/15:

-First Aid Kit: If you are looking for what is recommended for a Motorcycle First Aid Kit, the information can be found on our
Chapter’s website. Check it out!
-Upcoming Rides/Events: May 16 & 17: Chapter W Ride-In, Victor, NY, -May 18: Miracle Ride, Spinning Wheel Restaurant,
N.Syracuse. May 22: Chapter Gathering, May 26: Memorial Day Parade, Vienna

Ride Safe and Offer More Visibility
Dave & Linda
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ell many of us are getting out between the rainy days and starting our riding season by
now. Lets hope we all spent time and were diligent in our T-CLOCS inspections so we
have our bikes & trikes safe for the road ahead.
This spring seams to be following suit with the winter as far as remaining quite cool out. I’ve overheard more
than one person talking about electric clothing and wouldn't it be nice to have, in the past couple of weeks.
We mentioned T-CLOCS as an acronym many times and now I’ve been introduced to a new acronym.
>READY< Rick Reardon wrote on this last month in the Chapter “D” news letter and I thought it was worth passing
along to those that might not read other chapter letters. The bases of the article is taken from May 2014 edition of
RIDER magazine written by Eric Trow who operates"STAYING SAFE RIDER TRAINING PROGRAM". Thanks
for a great article.
We ask our passenger if they are READY before we ride. Now we should be asking ourselves if WE are READY before a ride.
R > for Relaxed: Before any ride we need to make sure that we are as relaxed as possible.
That means low stress level, temper is in check (ya right), our mind and heart are not racing
and focused on the ride with no distractions. If you are not READY, save the ride for another time.
E > for Equipped: Whether we are riding a short or long distance, we need to think twice
about our riding gear. We have all heard "ATGATT". Now lets think about going for that all
day ride. It’s warm during the day, but as night falls the temp starts to go down. Did you plan
on that? Probably not. What if it starts to rain - do you have rain gear? Keeping an extra
long sleeve shirt and rain gear on the bike would be a great idea - just in case.
A > for Anticipate: Before a ride take some time to think on what you may encounter while
riding. Identify factors that could affect your safety and that of your passenger and others in
the group. Consider the time of day, time of week and any weather coming in. On morning
and late afternoon rides during the week, you will encounter passenger vehicle traffic,
school buses and other large types of vehicles. On weekends you may encounter the recreational vehicle types of traffic - you know people "getting away", along with joggers and
bicyclists and other people not paying attention, because they want to get to that good fishing spot, which is across 3 lanes of traffic. So take a moment or two before the ride to think
"down the road" before you head out.
D > for Drug and Alcohol Free: This should be a no brainer, but, these types of crashes are
happening more often. Having a brewski should be done after the bikes are parked for the
night. Maybe find a restaurant that is within walking distance from the hotel, so there is no temptation of drinking and riding the
bike.
Y > for Yield: This is simple, Yield to other drivers (No Biggie). Many of us get angered at inconsiderate drivers (Yes I will keep
it clean). If we keep a cool head, we will have the upper hand, because we are scanning ahead, looking where we want to go
and basically riding defensively to avoid those idiots out there that are not paying attention to what’s going around them.
Take a couple of minutes to complete your "personal pre-ride" check list before the kick stand is up. (Those of you on 3
wheels think about this before you hit the starter button.) Ask yourself - are you properly relaxed and mentally ready, do you
have the right riding gear, scan ahead for potential threats, be drug and alcohol free while on the bike, and be ready to yield to
idiot drivers. These things will make for a more enjoyable & safer ride for you, your passenger and others in your group.

Thanks for input Eric & Rick!
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Determining the Age
of a Tire

TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor & Lester Bennett

W

hen it comes to determining the age of a tire, it is easy to identify when a tire was manufactured by reading its Tire Identification
Number (often referred to as the tire’s serial number). Unlike vehicle identification numbers (VINs) and the serial numbers used on
many other consumer goods (which identify one specific item), Tire Identification Numbers are really batch codes that identify the week
and year the tire was produced.
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) requires that Tire Identification Numbers be a combination of the letters DOT, followed by ten, eleven or twelve letters and/or numbers that identify the manufacturing
location, tire size and manufacturer's code, along with the week and year the tire was manufactured.
Tires Manufactured Since 2000
Since 2000, the week and year the tire was produced has been provided by the last four digits of the Tire Identification Number with the
2 digits being used to identify the week immediately preceding the 2 digits used to identify the year.
Example of a tire manufactured since 2000 with the current Tire Identification Number format:
Tires Manufactured Before 2000
The Tire Identification Number for tires produced prior to 2000
was based on the assumption that tires would not be in service for ten
years. While they were required to provide the same information as
today’s tires, the week and year the tire was produced was contained in
the last three digits. The 2 digits used to identify the week a tire was
manufactured immediately preceded a single digit used to identify the
year.
Example of a tire manufactured before 2000 with the earlier Tire
Identification Number format:
In the example above:
DOT U2LL LMLR 5107
Manufactured during the 51st week of
51
07

In the example above:
DOT EJ8J DFM 408
40

Manufactured during the 40th week of the year

Manufactured during 2007

While the previous Tire Identification Number format identified that a
tire was built in the 8th year of a decade, there was no universal identifier that confirmed which decade (tires produced in the 1990s may
have a small triangle following the Tire Identification Number to identify the decade).

And finally, hold on to your sales receipt. Most tire manufacturer's
warranties cover their tires for four years from the date of purchase or
five years from the week the tires were manufactured. So if you purchase new tires that were manufactured exactly two years ago they will
be covered for a total of six years (four years from the date of purchase) as long as you have your receipt. If you lose your receipt, your tires'
warranty coverage will end five years from the week the tire was produced (resulting in the tire manufacturer's warranty coverage ending
only three years from the date of purchase in this example).

8

Manufactured during the 8th year of the decade

Information provided by http://www.tirerack.com
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

May 2014
4

5

6

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Nicky Doodles
Ice cream Ride
Rome, NY

2

3 PLP & Picnic
At Green Lakes
Park 9:00am

8 Cinderella's
Ice cream Ride

9

10

16
Chpt. “W” Hosts:
NY District’s
Ride In

17
Chpt. “W” Hosts:
NY District’s
Ride In

Sylvan Beach, NY

11

12

13

14

15 North Pole
Ice cream Ride
& Motorist
Awareness in
Chittenango

18 Miracle Ride
20th annual ride
Spinning Wheel
Restaurant
N. Syracuse, NY

19

20

21

22

Chapter T
23
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm

24

25 Vienna
Memorial Day
Parade. Meet in
North Bay

26

27

28

29

31

Sun

30

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Americade
Lake George, NY

3
Americade
Lake George, NY

4
Americade
Lake George, NY

5
Ice cream Ride
DBA
Americade
Lake George, NY

6
Americade
Lake George, NY

7
Americade
Lake George, NY

8

9

10

11

12
Ice cream Ride
DBA

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
Ice cream Ride
DBA

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Chapter T
27
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm

28

29

30

June 2014
5

6

7

SNOWMOBILES & TRAILER FOR SALE
3 Piece Package Pricing $8200.00
Call: 315-495-2639
After 47 years of enjoying the sport it’s time ………

2008 Artic Cat - F6 EFI LXR - $4500.00
Electric Start, Reverse, Adjustable Handle Bars & Seat,
Higher
Windshield, Saddle Bags, Studs, 4,000 miles

2002 Artic Cat ZL 600 EFI - $2500.00
Electric Start, Reverse, 5775 miles

2007 Blizzard Covered 12’ Trailer - $1750.00*
* If not sold as a package Trailer will not be sold until
after the sleds
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