GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
April, 2014 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Ray & Sandi Garris
Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
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Tom & Renee Wasluck
Region B Educator
Al Stahl
NEW YORK DISTRICT STAFF :
District Director
Steve & Katy Nutting
Asst. District Directors
Gary & Donna Cork
Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Educators
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Choy Coordinators
Iggy & Lloyda George
District Couple of the Year
Bruce & Doreen Krebs
District MEC
Iggy & Lloyda George
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
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Eileen Guile
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Webmaster:
Clark & Linda Clemens

NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/
NY District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/nygwrra

Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: Ted & Janice Zamorski \ TJZ653@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Asst. Tech Contributor : Lester Bennett \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2014 Chapter Couple: Jim & Trish Thayer
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: Dan Brown \ Au9411@verizon,net

4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

As of 3/30/14
We have 8 points

April -9, Davis Gibb
April -10, Linda Clemens
April-12, Ginny Chiasson
April-24, Whitey Jowett
Anniversaries:
April-24, Learned, Jim & Sharon

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Bill & Lisa Nickal

T

here was a sense of playfulness in the air for the 33 atten- Chapter T’s Director’s Corner
dees at our gathering this month. Many of us felt captive
by the weather-imposed prison that kept us cooped in and stir
crazy in our homes. The once cozy fireplace in our man cave
has now turned into an ash-sneezing bat cave. You try to think of things to do to get you out of the house
but there’s really no place to go, nothing to do and besides – it’s too cold outside anyway.
Floating cat hair and dust mites drift around the recycled air you breathe and sneeze. You look in the
mirror and take on a resemblance to Jack Nicholson in The Shining.
If this sounds familiar, you’re not alone and our group was somewhat mischievous as evidenced by those volunteering
jokes. Or, another member with extra ‘stuck in the house time’ devising several hand held signs ‘on a stick’ that bikers could
hold up to indicate their riding intentions/needs. It was all in fun but what we really need is a big six between our legs and a
long, hard ride.
-Chapter ‘T’ members hope Steve Nutting, NY District Director, continues on a path to a healthy, full recovery from his recent surgery. As he was recooperating, Chapter T received a phone call from Gary Cork, Assistant District Director to see if
everything was going well or if there was any support needed from the District team.
-Assistant Chapter ‘T’ Directors, Ted & Janice Zamorski, were recognized and thanked for stepping up and being part of
the Chapter ‘T’ team. Their appointments were effective February 1st and the Zamorski’s will be leading the Chapter into it’s
15th year of existence in 2015. If any members have ideas how the Chapter should celebrate the milestone, please touch base
with them.
-Ride Schedule: Bill Sweatman and Jack Bisgrove, Chapter ‘T’ Ride Coordinators, have begun with collecting initial information for the upcoming ride season. A meeting has been set up for the Chapter team to schedule the rides, activities, and/or
community ‘give back’ events. Some of our rides will be 2 hours or less, half day rides, and as appropriate, full day rides.
Once we have finalized the schedule, it will be posted on our website for members to pick and choose which ones they may
wish to participate in. After last summer’s rainy weather and this past winter’s brutal cold, we should all be anxious to ride.
-Sponsors: All our Chapter ‘T’ members would like to thank each one of the sponsors for their support. Please take a minute to look through our Newsletter and take note of our sponsors. Keep our sponsors in mind when you travel throughout the
area and support them. Tell your family and friends about them and leave our Chapter ‘T’ business card at their location to
thank them. We hope the sponsors will continue their support to us when we visit them in the coming weeks.
-Ride Safe Training: Weather you’re a new rider or have thousands of miles of riding time - you might be surprised at what
you can learn. If you’ve never had anyone ‘honestly’ evaluate your bike riding skills, your ability to dodge an object or round a
sudden curve, you might want to take a practice class. Yes, you can teach an old dog…
-Did you know: The New York District of GWRRA is made up of twelve Chapters within the state. We are a member of
the Northeast Region (B), which includes eleven states; Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine. Have you visited each of the eleven states? If not,
consider putting them on your bucket list.
**Reminder: Don’t forget to check our Chapter ‘T’ website for links to the Region B Newsletter as well as the New York
District Newsletter for all upcoming events/flyers.
-Upcoming Events: You’ve got time to think about these and/or make some inquiries with any Chapter team member.
*There are no ‘written tests’ just rider skill improvement benefits.
-May 3th: Green Lakes State Park, 9 a.m. coffee. There will be a Parking Lot Practice (PLP) to hone your skills and foster
safe enjoyable riding.
-May 15th: Chittenango Park – This will be a Motorist Awareness seminar
-May 16th & 17th: New York District Ride In, Chapter W sponsored.
-May 18th: 20th Annual Miracle Ride, Spinning Wheel Restaurant in North Syracuse.
*Register before 4/24 for $30 (+) t-shirt
-June 2nd-7th: Americade, Lake George *GWRRA Booth volunteers needed

-Next Chapter gathering is April 27th

**Ride Safe and Nice** Don’t Wake the Neighbors
Dave & Linda
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Jim Th
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
W

ell the time is here for getting our
favorite rides out of the mothballs
and preparing them a new season of riding here in Central
New York. Although the winter does not seem to want to let go
I do believe we should be getting some favorable riding time in
during April.
This of course brings me to my yearly talk about maintenance, T-CLOCS inspections, and personal readiness.
The T-CLOCS inspection is by far the most important thing
you can do for your bike and it’s safe operation. Maintenance
will fit right in with this check list as you go through it. Using
your owners manual for reference of scheduling fluid and filter
changes and following the T-CLOCS inspection should get
and keep your ride in a safe riding condition.
With that in mind, you can use this link to find your T-CLOCS and other help on our website.
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/node/77
Also remember if you don’t have the time or expertise to handle this work, use one of our sponsors or your favorite shop to
help you out.
The money spent at a shop for preventive maintenance is bound to be cheaper than repair cost after the fact.
Remember to keep May 5th open to brush up on your riding skills at the PLP, hosted by Chapter “D” at Green Lakes State
Park, Fayetteville, NY.
See You There! Jim T.

Around
The curve
Lickety-split
It's a beautiful bike
Wasn't it?

Burma-Shave
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Cross-Threading

TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor & Lester Bennett
Cross-threading is more than just an
annoyance - cross-threading a fastener can
cause serious, expensive damage to your motorcycle! Cross thread something Like a spark plug into the soft aluminum head (very
easy to dot) and you will be in for a world of hurt trying to fix it. Even cross-threading everyday fasteners like ordinary nuts and bolts
can do damage.
What is cross-threading? It means the threads on the male part of a rotating fastener aren't correctly lined up with the female part of the fastener. It's usually caused when one of the parts of the fastener is slightly tilted when it is tightened. Instead of
the lands and grooves of the threads lining up and sliding along one another, the threads cut across one another, causing damage. The more it's forced, the more damage occurs, to the point where the fastener becomes "stripped" - the threads are so
damaged, that the fastener will no longer tighten correctly.
(Stripping a fastener can also occur when it is tightened beyond design limits, causing the threads to break - this is why
you should use a torque wrench!)
Spark plugs are infamous for cross-threading. The fork tube covers (wide, thin threads) are also easily cross-threaded.
The larger in diameter the fastener, and the finer the threads, the more susceptible the fastener is to cross-threading. Not to
say that coarse (wide, more distant) threaded fasteners can't be cross-threaded. You can even cross-thread the lid on a peanut butter jar if you try hard enough!
You can detect a cross-threaded fastener usually because it "binds" as you turn it. Normally fasteners should rotate
freely until they are fully tight. If the fastener starts to bind, or give resistance when it is only partway in, gently back it out, adjust the angle, and try again.
If the bolt is torqued in even though you feel resistance, meaning it is cross-threaded, it will shave away metal on both
the male and female parts of the fastener, weakening the threads
How to prevent cross-threading
So...how do you prevent this? Diligence and attention is always a good way. However, there is a very simple technique
which I have used for many, many years. I don't know that anyone taught it to me, I suspect I just figured it out on my own.
However, it works on every threaded fastener, and I use it every single time I screw any fastener into place, even bottle caps
and jar lids! It works every time.

The secret: Screw the fastener in place BACKWARD. That’s right, turn the fastener backwards instead of forward. If
you normally twist the bolt clockwise to tighten it, instead twist it counter-clockwise. Do this until you hear/feel it click. This is
the end of the male thread going past the end of the female thread. Once you feel this, you know the threads are perfectly
aligned, and you can tighten the fastener normally
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Plasti-aid Plastic Repair Kit

TECH CORNER Continued

Innovation of the Month
Taken from Motorcycle Consumer News

M

OST MOTORCYCLES have a lot of expensive plastic parts with fragile mounting tabs that are very easy to break. But
noth-ing in my extensive glue collection ever gave me a satisfactory repair. The part would typically re-break in the
same spot, and worse, the edges would no longer have a clean fracture but be coated with old glue!
At last, there's a solution! Plast-aid® fixes just about any broken plastic. I learned about this stuff from Stu Oltman,
MCN's Downtime Files editor. One day in Stu's garage we were rein-stalling the fairing on my bike when I discovered that two of
its mounts were completely broken.
Without hesitation, Stu pulled the Plast-aid kit from his toolbox. He poured some of the white sand-like powder into a special
cup and then added a bit of liquid catalyst and stirred. In a few minutes, he had something the consistency of toothpaste. While I
held the pieces in place, he smeared the paste around the broken area. Within 15 minutes I was putting the fairing back on the
bike, marveling at how solidly it attached.
I ordered some the next day and have used it nearly a dozen times since. My shop light tipped over and completely broke
the hinge holding one of the fold-ing lights. I attached the broken hinge piece using Plast-aid, and formed a ridge over the
break. It's far sturdier now than before it broke. I also used it to fix the 40-year-old visors on a car I'm restoring, as well
as a cracked light fixture on its dash. It's amazing!
The product comes from Plast-aid Corporation in Estes Park, CO. I love tiny companies like this.
They make just one thing and nobody else makes any-thing like it. It began in 1996, when Randy
Amen and his partner started experi-menting with the stuff used by ortho-pedic surgeons to bind new joints to old bones,
then chemically modified its properties to create the perfect mate-rial for fixing a large variety of jobs. They test marketed it in Colorado hard-ware and
specialty stores. Soon a few regional and national dealers started to carry it. Today, you can even buy it on Amazon.com, although I prefer to buy it direct
from their website, as it allows the small company to keep all the profit. The 1.5 oz. kit is $9.95 and 6 oz. is $19.95. I recommend the larger size. Once you
try it, you'll find more and more uses for it.
The secret behind Past-aid's strength is that it bonds both chemically and mechanically. Chemically, monomers in the Plast-aid create molecular bonds
with compatible plastics to literally become part of the material to which they're applied—they never separate. Plast-aid is chemically compatible with
PVC (polyvinyl chloride), mak-ing it ideal for plumbing repairs; ABS (used in the majority of motorcycle bodywork), acrylic, styrene, and many others. To
test compatibility, just put a drop or two of the Plast-aid catalyst liquid on the piece you want to glue. If it gets sticky, it's compatible.
If it's not chemically compatible, it can still work mechanically. Similar to a very good epoxy, Plast-aid adheres to any rough surfaces, seeping into the
microscopic crevices, nooks and cran-nies and binding them together.
The key to Plast-aid's versatility is the curing process. Once you combine the sand-like powder and the liquid, the thickening process begins. At first it's like
thin glue, ideal for molding super hard plastic parts. If you wait a few minutes, you have a putty-like adhesive. A bit longer and it's moldable like clay, before it
hardens into a durable, water-proof plastic. Along the way, you can mix in paint to change its color.
Plast-aid contains methyl methacry-late and has quite a smell, so use it in a well-ventilated area. Don't worry if you get it on your hands as it falls off
once it's dry. My only very minor complaint is with the bottle: it's glass, with a fairly wide lip, and the liquid does not pour
out precisely.
—Steve Larsen

Plast-aidCorporation—P.O.Box2156;EstesPark,CO80517;Phone: 970-577-1000; Email:mail@plast-aid.com
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T'CLOC's, Cook Out & PLP for Bikes & Trikes
Date Saturday May 3rd 2014 Rain Date Sunday May 4th
Green Lakes State Park - Tulip Hill Shelter - Visit nysparks.com for Location

Sponsored by GWRRA's Chapter's D & T
"In cooperation from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation - Central Region"

Come join Chapters D & T for some fun, laughs,
knowledge and skills training.

Learn what and how to do a T'CLOC Inspection for your bike.
Bring a dish to pass for Lunch and sign up for a Parking Lot Practice to hone
your skills whether you ride a Bike or Trike.
To help determine who and how many people are coming…
Please register by Sunday April 27th with Pam & John with an email to:
vandeusen2@hotmail.com.
Title your e-mail PLP. Let us know if you ride a Bike or Trike and a phone
number in case of cancellation or change to Rain Date.

*Free admission to the Park, $5.00 per bike donation at Tulip Hill*
Green Lakes State Park, Fayetteville, NY
9:00 Coffee/Registration
9:30 to T'CLOC Time
10:00 PLP 4 Bikes & Trikes
12:00 Lunch Bring a Dish to Pass.
1:00 PLP 4 Bikes & Trikes if Needed
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SNOWMOBILES & TRAILER FOR SALE
3 Piece Package Pricing $8200.00
Call: 315-495-2639
After 47 years of enjoying the sport it’s time ………

2008 Artic Cat - F6 EFI LXR - $4500.00
Electric Start, Reverse, Adjustable Handle Bars & Seat,
Higher
Windshield, Saddle Bags, Studs, 4,000 miles

2002 Artic Cat ZL 600 EFI - $2500.00
Electric Start, Reverse, 5775 miles

2007 Blizzard Covered 12’ Trailer - $1750.00*
* If not sold as a package Trailer will not be sold until
after the sleds
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Chapter W Presents
The NY District’s

RIDE-IN 2014
May 16th and 17th

Honor our Troops
Enjoy our freedoms
Friday 6:00 - ?

Saturday 8:00 - 4:00

Finger Lakes Gaming

VFW Post 8495

5857 State Route 96
Farmington NY

300 Macedon Center Rd (Route 31F)
Fairport, NY

ACCOMMODATIONS SPECIAL
Best Western Plus, Victor Inn and
Suites
7449 State Route 96,
Victor, NY, 14564, United States
Phone: 585/924-3933

Conveniently located right off interstates
490 & 90, free hot breakfast, pool/hot tub
and more. Tell them you are with The
GWRRA Ride In

Friday Evening Fish Fry at Vineyard
Buffet at the Finger Lakes Racetrack
and Casino
Saturday Rides, Lunch and Patriotic
presentation plus lots of Fun at the
Fairport VFW 300 Macedon Center
Rd Fairport, NY
Contact: Greg Eames
goofyfixer@me.com or visit
GWRRA-NYW.ORG/ridein2014
A GDLH Production

DISTRICT RIDE IN 2014
TRIBUTE TO OUR TROOPS
MAY 16TH AND 17TH
For Ride-In information contact:
Greg Eames (585) 748-3953
email: goofyfixer@me.com

www.GWRRA-NYW.org/ridein2014

Friday Night Buffet: $20 / $18 with Players Card! !
!
______ # Attending!
Pay at the door. Ask for GWRRA Seating!
Saturday Events $22 Pre-registration, $27 at the door ! !
______ # Attending!
Includes BBQ Ribs and Chicken lunch, Rides and Patriotic Presentation. Preregistrations receive free door prize ticket!
LIABILITY RELEASE: I/we have read and understand this application. I/we hereby agree to conform and comply
with the ideals governing this event and agree to hold harmless GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, and any
property owners for any loss or injury to self or property in which I/we may become involved by reason of
participation in this event. I/we also agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we knowingly damage.!

Rider Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: __________________!
Rider Name (print): _________________________________________________ !
Address: ___________________________________________________________!
City: ____________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: __________________!
Email: ________________________________________________________________________________!
Co-rider Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ___________________!
Co-rider Name (print): _______________________________________________ !
Address: _____________________________________________________________ (If different than rider)!
City: __________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _____________________ !
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________!
Chapter W will not release your information to any other party. Email is required to receive a confirmation message.
Preregistration ends May 1, 2014 Total Amount Included: ________________________!
Registration does not include Friday night buffet.
Make checks payable to:

GWRRA Chapter NYW!

c
MAIL TO: Ride-in 2014 /o Dee Eames 446 Pittsford-Henrietta TL Rd Pittsford, NY 14534

