GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
December, 2013 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Ray & Sandi Garris
Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
Region B Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck
Region B Educator
Al Stahl
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Steve & Katy Nutting
Asst. District Directors
Gary & Donna Cork
Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Educators
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Claire & Richie Aylward
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Bruce & Doreen Krebs
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Eileen Guile
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Webmaster:
Clark & Linda Clemens

NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/

Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2012 Chapter Couple: Al & Linda Yerdon
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: Dan Brown \ Au9411@verizon,net

4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

as of 10/13
22 points

Dec. 3: David Fletcher
Dec. 4: Daniel Brown
Dec.11: Rosalie Gillett
Anniversaries:

Dec. 9: Ken & Kathy Yaddow

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Dave & Deb Hartley

Again!

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

Merry Christmas to all Chapter ‘T’ members, their families, our
sponsors, and fellow GWRRA members throughout the organization.
Lets hope this Christmas ends the present year on a cheerful note and
leads us to a fresh and bright New Year.

There were 27 members and/or guests at our last official gathering for 2013. The zeal of the previous meeting
continued as the members made decisions regarding our up and coming Christmas party on Saturday, December 14th
at 6 p.m. at the Franklin Hotel in Rome, NY.
Here’s a breakdown of member decisions made to assist those like me who get up from the table and by the time you get to the bedroom you wonder what you went there for.
-Dress Up; Yes, what a pleasant surprise
-Purchase a gift to pass: ‘No’, but Jack Bisgrove explained an idea that was group
accepted and retained the fun of ‘getting a gift’ and/or having the ‘gift thief’ take
yours.
-Charity offering: There will be a ‘donation jar’ available at the party and remember
the reason for the season
-Waitress tip: For regular waitress at Vienna Hotel tabled until January 23rd meeting.
November Newsletter: In last month’s newsletter – did anyone notice all the Chapter ‘T’ women born in November? Did you also see
the lone male member, to list the year born? In this newsletter was an article on ‘hydroplaning’ submitted by Jim Thayer, our editor/
educator. This would make for good review when you get your bike out next spring (tickle file).
-50:50 Raffle: In trying to break a four month streak of guests winning our 50/50’s, we gave the assignment to one of Chapter T’s best
hunters. He searched and searched inside the container with his fingers until he found…a guest number again. Check to see who it was.
-Chapter ‘T; Losses:
The Shooting Star Café, Route 69, Taberg, NY has sold their business. They were one of our sponsors and a Thursday night hang out
during the winter months for several of our members. A few Thursdays ago there were 20 Chapter ‘T’ members/ friends who had dinner,
thanked them, wished them future luck, and took a group picture.
Davis Gibbs, our Ride Coordinator, announced that he’s ‘really’ retiring from truck driving, heading south for the winter with his Goldwing, camper and new truck.
Next summer he’ll stay at the camp in Cape Vincent, NY. Sounds like a great plan.
Good luck, enjoy your freedom, take in the sights, ride safe and let them see you!
Upcoming events:
-December 13-15: New York City Motorcycle Show
-Jan. 9-11, 2014: Ocean City, MD, Maryland Districts Winter Thing (social, dance, banquet, seminars)
-Jan. 25, 2014: New York District Meeting, Holiday Inn, Liverpool, 9 am-4 pm,
$20 per person which includes morning refreshments and lunch buffet. (This is the
Officer Certificate Program.)
New York District Team: Our District Director, Steve Nutting, has a few positions on his team to fill due to the current members stepping down at the end of the year.
If you would like to be considered and grow with the new team, please contact Steve at (518)587-1076.
*Remember – you don’t need a mistletoe to kiss your spouse or kids.
Next regular Chapter T meeting is January 23, 2014.
**Lots of love, smiles, and laughter**
Dave & Linda
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
A little refresher for winter driving.

The Snow and Ice Management Association, a North American organization representing snow management professionals, has released a list of five
tips to stay safe while driving in winter weather.
TIP #1: Check weather reports. Before starting on your road trip, check the weather report. If it already has started to freezing rain, sleet or snow,
listen to the news to hear about your local road conditions before leaving your home. If the roads are hazardous, consider staying home.
TIP #2: Be prepared. Just like the Boy/Girl Scouts, you need to be prepared for whatever weather you run into. Be sure you have an ice scraper and
snow brush in your car--not in the trunk, as snow and ice may make difficult to open the trunk. Have a full tank of gas, check the tire pressure, battery, oil. Take snow clothing--boots, gloves, hats, scarves, etc. for all those traveling with you. Be sure your cell phone is charged before leaving
home and take a car charger. Carry a safe winter car kit containing items such as kitty litter, rock salt, a shovel, a blanket, flares, water, etc.
TIP #3: Stay back. Make sure you remain a good distance away from snow removal equipment. While the strong lights on the snow removal equipment should allow the professional to see you, these lights can be blinding if they are behind you. In addition, some trucks may be spreading salt or
other materials designed to melt snow and ice and you don't want those materials on your windshield further blocking your ability to see.
TIP #4: No need for speed. You know to slow down in the rain but this is even truer in snow and ice. The time you need to stop, the possibility of sliding on ice all increase when it starts to snow or when freezing conditions persist.
TIP #5: Watch for refreezing. With temperatures in flux at this time of the year, snow or ice that melts the next day may refreeze on the roads overnight. So once you arrive at your destination, be sure to check the weather forecasts for the nighttime temperatures to know if you might be encountering ice on the roads during your visit or on your way home.
Following these tips will help ensure that you arrive safely at your 2013 Holiday destinations to celebrate the holidays with your loved ones.
More Winter Driving Tips:
Winter Weather driving conditions _24778681
CHICOPEE, Mass (WWLP) - 22 News is working for you with some tips on safe winter driving.
No one wants to break down, but especially not during this cold weather. According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration make sure your car is up to date with tune-ups and routine maintenance. Check for leaks, bad worn hoses, and other needed parts.
When temperatures drop, so does battery power. It takes more battery power to start your vehicle in the
cold weather. You can have your mechanic check for sufficient voltage, tighten the battery cable connections, and for electric vehicles keep some fresh gasoline available.
Also check your fluids. When coolant freezes, it expands and can damage your engine block. So check
your manual for recommendations.
Make sure your windshield wipers work, windshield washer fluid is no-freeze, and defrosters are functional.
Inspect your tire tread and make sure there is at least 1/6 or greater on all tires.
Some good items to keep in your trunk in case of emergency are a shovel, ice scraper, jumper cables,
flashlight, flares, blankets, and for longer trips water and food.
In a winter emergency where you are stopped or stalled, stay with the car. Put
your hazards on to let people know you are there.
Don't run your car for long periods of time with the windows up. Run it sporadically and make sure the exhaust pipe is clear to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.

More refresher tips from AAA on the next page.
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Severe weather can be both frightening and dangerous for automobile travel. Motorists should know the safety rules for dealing with winter road emergencies. AAA reminds motorists to be cautious while driving in adverse weather. For more information on winter driving, the association offers the How to
Go on Ice and Snow brochure, available through most AAA offices. Contact your local AAA club for more information.
AAA recommends the following winter driving tips:
Avoid driving while you’re fatigued. Getting the proper amount of rest before taking on winter weather tasks reduces driving risks.
Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area, such as a garage.
Make certain your tires are properly inflated.
Never mix radial tires with other tire types.
Keep your gas tank at least half full to avoid gas line freeze-up.
If possible, avoid using your parking brake in cold, rainy and snowy weather.
Do not use cruise control when driving on any slippery surface (wet, ice, sand).
Always look and steer where you want to go.
Use your seat belt every time you get into your vehicle.
Tips for long-distance winter trips:
Watch weather reports prior to a long-distance drive or before driving in isolated areas.
Delay trips when especially bad weather is expected. If you must leave, let others know your route, destination and estimated time of arrival.
Always make sure your vehicle is in peak operating condition by having it inspected by a AAA Approved Auto Repair facility.
Keep at least half a tank of gasoline in your vehicle at all times.
Pack a cellular telephone with your local AAA’s telephone number, plus blankets, gloves, hats, food, water and any needed medication in your vehicle.
If you become snow-bound, stay with your vehicle. It provides temporary shelter and makes it easier for rescuers to locate you. Don’t try to walk in a
severe storm. It’s easy to lose sight of your vehicle in blowing snow and become lost.
Don’t over exert yourself if you try to push or dig your vehicle out of the snow.
Tie a brightly colored cloth to the antenna or place a cloth at the top of a rolled up window to signal distress. At night, keep the dome light on if possible. It only uses a small amount of electricity and will make it easier for rescuers to find you.
Make sure the exhaust pipe isn’t clogged with snow, ice or mud. A blocked exhaust could cause deadly carbon monoxide gas to leak into the passenger compartment with the engine running.
Use whatever is available to insulate your body from the cold. This could include floor mats, newspapers or paper maps.
If possible run the engine and heater just long enough to remove the chill and to conserve gasoline.
Tips for driving in the snow:
Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the gas slowly to accelerate is the best method for regaining traction and avoiding skids. Don’t try to get
moving in a hurry. And take time to slow down for a stoplight. Remember: It takes longer to slow down on icy roads.
Drive slowly. Everything takes longer on snow-covered roads. Accelerating, stopping, turning – nothing happens as quickly as on dry pavement. Give
yourself time to maneuver by driving slowly.
The normal dry pavement following distance of three to four seconds should be increased to eight to ten seconds. This increased margin of safety will
provide the longer distance needed if you have to stop.
Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock brakes or not, the best way to stop is threshold breaking. Keep the heel of your foot on the floor and use
the ball of your foot to apply firm, steady pressure on the brake pedal.
Don’t stop if you can avoid it. There’s a big difference in the amount of inertia it takes to start moving from a full stop versus how much it takes to get
moving while still rolling. If you can slow down enough to keep rolling until a traffic light changes, do it.
Don’t power up hills. Applying extra gas on snow-covered roads just starts your wheels spinning. Try to get a little inertia going before you reach the
hill and let that inertia carry you to the top. As you reach the crest of the hill, reduce your speed and proceed down hill as slowly as possible.
Don’t stop going up a hill. There’s nothing worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an icy road. Get some inertia going on a flat roadway before you
take on the hill.
Stay home. If you really don’t have to go out, don’t. Even if you can drive well in the snow, not everyone else can. Don’t tempt fate: If you don’t have
somewhere you have to be, watch the snow from indoors.
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ALF A DOZEN years ago, or more, I acquired a PrepPen, although I'
ve no idea how or why. It sat around untouched for a few months,
and then one day, when replacing the batteries on a rarely-used flashlight
with Dave Secor
, I grabbed it to see if the PrepPen could remove the corrosion from the
terminal deep inside the flashlight. Presto! Clean terminals. Soon I was
on a mission find more uses.
The device is not complicated. It resembles a short, fat mechanical pencil which, instead of black lead, pushes out a tight tube of white glass
fibers, each finer than a human hair, razor sharp and very strong. Turn the wheel one way and it extends the glass fibers, the
business end of the PrepPen. Turn it the other way and it retracts.
Once I started looking, opportunities popped up everywhere, particularly related to removing corrosion or rust build-up in small
, hard to reach places. It makes quick work of a rusted screw, not just the Phillips head slots but the threads as well. One day
the Rill (phone-type plug) powering the radar detector on my V-Strom stopped working. A mild brush with the PrepPen on the
RJ11 connector leads and then on the edges of the fuse and it was working immediately again.
But then the fiberglass cartridge ran out, and try as I could, I never found it again. And I looked! I tracked down a rumor that
Napa carried them. Someone said, "Try marine supply stores," but no luck. I kept the old depleted one in my desk drawer for several years, occasionally doing an Internet or Amazon search, but nothing ever came up.
A few months ago I searched again. This time—BINGO! These little gems seemed to be everywhere. It appears to be manufactured by
Pro MotorCar Products,
(www.promotorcarproducts.com.) They don't sell them directly, but I searched around and found a great price (just $5.95) at Tool Source (
www. toolsource.com) and ordered a half dozen. I kept my fingers crossed until they arrived. Amazon.com has them, now, too. I could be
mistaken, but this one seems improved over the original in that a second glass fiber cartridge is stored in the top of the pen—it's
like getting a second one free! Other than that, they work the same.
Originally created for automotive body shops, as a way to clean the rust from little paint chips before touch-up, the PrepPen is truly one of the most useful widgets in my desk drawer and on my work bench. A week does not go by without me reaching for this black
and yellow tool because it's just the fastest and easiest way to address any electrical issue. I use it to prepare terminals before soldering and
when they are clean, I know my connections are solid. Once I actually used it as intended, to clean up some tiny rock chips on the front of the car
. They'd been there awhile and begun to rust. After cleaning with the PrepPen, I suspect the touch-up paint stuck far better.
You may wonder why I ordered six? Easy; once I show it to someone, it's almost impossible not to say, "Here, take it, I've got another."
One caution: The tool uses glass fibers in a brush form to clean objects. Minute glass shards break off during use. They are very, very small.
And they are sharp. Eye and skin protection would be prudent. Getting these tiny fragments out of your eye would be a challenge for any emergency room and would seriously mess up your day.

TECH CORNER

—Steve Larsen
Pro MotorCar Products-1030 Doris Rd., Auburn Hills, MI 48326; 877-4606032; www,promotorcarproducts.com
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Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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WinterThing 2014 Event Registration Form
Rider

______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

Region _________________

Co-Rider ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________
‘
Guest #1 ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

District _________________

Guest #2 ______________________________ GWRRA Member # _______________

Title:

Chapter _________________
_________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________
_____________________________, ___________ _________ ______ Phone: _________________________
City / Town

St / Province

Country

Zip

Registration Fees

Please Indicate Special Needs:

GWRRA Member ………………. $50.00
$55.00 X _____ = $______
Non-Member ……………………. $55.00
$60.00 X _____ = $______
Children (under 6) Registration…
Free
_____
$30.00 X _____ = $______
Children (Under 15) Banquet Meal. $25.00
Day Pass ………………………… $20.00
$25.00 X _____ = $______
Day Pass (Sat Only) w/Banquet.… $45.00
20.00 X _____ = $______
CPR / First Aid Re-certification
$20.00
0.00
$30.00 X _____ = $______

[Write In Quantity for Applicable Need(s) below]

Wheel Chair Access
Sugar-Free Dessert
Sign Services

(check if needed)

Other:

Total Event Registration Fees $_______ (a)

WinterThing Event Logo Items
All shirts are men’s sizes with embroidered snowman event theme logo on front left chest

Example:
SM 1 MD ___ LG _2_ XL 1

$26.50 X

Print the size and color of each shirt being ordered.
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+ $16.00(**) = $122.00

(**Add $4.00 to each shirt ordered if you wish to have your name embroidered on it.)

LG W Ray / XL SB Terry / SM LG Mary / MD T Donna
If name is being added, print name clearly after the size and color

Golf Shirt Embroidered (White (W) - Sky Blue (SB) - Tan (T) – Light Grey (LG))
SM ___ MD ___ LG ___ XL ___ $23.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________
0.00
2XL ___ 3XL ___ 4XL ___ …… $26.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________

(**Add $4.00 to each shirt ordered if you wish to have your name embroidered on it.)

Print the size and color of each shirt being ordered. _________________ / _________________ / _________________ / _________________
If name is being added, print name clearly after the size and color.

Sweat Shirt Embroidered (White (W) - Sky Blue (SB) - Tan (T) – Light Grey (LG))
SM ___ MD ___ LG ___ XL ___ $24.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________
2XL ___ 3XL ___ 4XL ___ …… $27.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________

(**Add $4.00 to each shirt ordered if you wish to have your name embroidered on it.)

Print the size and color of each shirt being ordered. _________________ / _________________ / _________________ / _________________
If name is being added, print name clearly after the size and color.

Long Sleeve T-Shirt Embroidered (White (W) – Sky Blue(SB) - Tan (T) – Light Grey (LG))
SM ___ MD ___ LG ___ XL ___ $19.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________ (**Add $4.00 to each shirt ordered if you wish to have your name embroidered on it.)
2XL ___ 3XL ___ 4XL ___ …… $25.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________
Print the size and color of each shirt being ordered. _________________ / _________________ / _________________ / _________________
If name is being added, print name clearly after the size and color.

Long Sleeve Denim Shirt Embroidered (White (W) - Tan (T) – Light Grey (LG))
SM ___ MD ___ LG ___ XL ___ $26.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________
2XL ___ 3XL ___
$29.00 X _____ + ______ = $ ________

(**Add $4.00 to each shirt ordered if you wish to have your name embroidered on it.)

Print the size and color of each shirt being ordered. _________________ / _________________ / _________________ / _________________
If name is being added, print name clearly after the size and color.

NOTE: Registrations postmarked before 11/30/13
will be entered into a $100 drawing!!!

Total Event Logo Items
Total Payment enclosed

$_____________ (b)
$_____________ (a+b)
Press for Grand Total

 Please Sign Registration Form
 Make check payable to: GWRRA MD District
 Mail to: Terry Gardner (MD District Treasurer)
7848 Kings Bench Place
Pasadena, MD 21122
All registrations should be postmarked by January 3rd, 2014.
After that date, please bring your completed registration with
you to WinterThing because we’ll always have a space for you.

Rider _________________
Signature

Co-Rider ________________ Guest#1_______________ Guest#2_______________
Signature

Signature

Signature

I/We agree to hold harmless GWRRA and property owners for loss or injury incurred through participation in event activities.
NOTE: SEATING FOR THE BANQUET WILL BE BASED ON PRE-REGISTRATION.
TO INSURE SEATING WITH YOUR CHAPTER YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER!!!

