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4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:
Nov. 2 Sharon Learned
Nov. 5 Kathy DeGroff
Nov. 10 Bonnie Klossner
Nov. 14-1964 Ken Sweatman
Nov. 22 Laina Sweatman
Nov. 27 Linda Fletcher
Anniversaries:
Nov. 7 Frank & Shirley Beckler
Nov. 19-1961 Al & Linda Yerdon

as of 10-13
22 points

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Dave & Deb Hartley

H

appy Thanksgiving to all Chapter ‘T’ members, their families, our sponsors, and fellow GWRRA members
Chapter T’s Director’s
throughout the organization.
Let’s hope your Turkey Day has all your favorite foods to
Corner
share with family, friends and loved ones. On this day, please
take the opportunity to not only let the people you care about
know how much they’re appreciated but also to count your
blessings. Remember, no one diets on Thanksgiving and the big dinner might make you want to head for the recliner or
couch; therefore, once you’ve let your family/friends know how much you cherish them, begin negotiating for your preferred nap location.
Oh – what do you get when you cross a turnkey with an octopus…Finally – enough drumsticks!
There were 27 members and/or guests at our last gathering. We had an enthusiastic discussion regarding the ‘details’
of our upcoming Christmas gathering. This will be the first year in several years that members changed the location of the
Christmas gathering. Attending members talked about the cost, presents (purchasing or white elephant), and the spirit of
giving to the less fortunate. Members were given until our next meeting, on November 21st, to toss these ideas around.
Some decisions need to be made as well as a headcount at the next meeting.
Save the date – December 14th at The Franklin Hotel beginning at 6 p.m. The Chapter thanks Ted & Janice Zamorski
for their time and effort in checking with the Franklin and bringing the dinner choices for us to select.
50/50: Members who attend our gathering are encouraged to purchase tickets for the 50/50 drawings. Members who
purchase these tickets are not only ‘hoping to win’ but are also helping to support the Chapter and it’s functions. Unfortunately for our chapter T members, it seems like the guests or other Chapter members have been the winners for the past
3-4 months. On the other hand, these people are supporting our Chapter so, I’d like to say ‘Thank You’ to them.
At our last meeting Dave & Deb Hartley of Chapter ‘D’ won when Deb pulled her husband Dave’s lucky ticket. What a
pleasant and unexpected gesture when the Hartley’s returned half their winnings back to our treasurer, Jack Bisgrove.
Thanks and come back anytime.
Sponsors: Chapter ‘T’ would like to thank all of our sponsors and we wish them the best throughout the upcoming Holidays and the remainder of the year. Our members and their
friends are encouraged to frequent your establishments and
spread the word. Linda Clemens, our Chapter’s Membership
Enhancement Coordinator, reminded everyone to leave a
‘sponsorship card’ at establishments when they are there as a
way to say Thank You.
Upcoming Events to Consider/Plan for:
-Motorcycle Show: December 13-15, at the Jacob Javits
Convention Center in New York City
-‘Winter Thing’ in Ocean City, Md., January 9-11, events
include ice cream social, dance, banquet, seminars, and fun.
*Anyone can attend these activities, i.e., sponsors, interested people, etc.
If you cannot find information on these events, please contact a Chapter member.
Drive Safe: IF you are headed out of town or just a couple miles away for
Thanksgiving, please drive safely and watch out for motorcycles.
See ya at the next
meeting – November 21,
2013
Dave & Linda
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
"Hydroplaning"

by: Joe Mazza
I experienced the terrifying phenomenon known as hydroplaning while driving my car many years ago. I can only imagine what this
loss of control based on my inattentiveness to the weather conditions would result in while riding my motorcycle.
Hydroplaning is the result of your tires moving fast across a wet surface - so fast that they do not have sufficient time to channel that moisture away from the
center of the tire. The result is that the tire is lifted by the water away from the road and all traction is lost.
Of course, the word "fast" is a relative term. Tread design, tread depth, weight of motorcycle, tire pressure, depth of water and even consistency of that water (whether it is highly aerated or not, for example) all play a part in determining at what speed the tire will begin to hydroplane. It is a pretty safe bet to assume
that any speed in excess of 60 mph is fast enough to support hydroplaning regardless of the other variables. This is not to say that at 55 mph you are safe. A
formula quoted by James Davis in an article on hydroplaning states that, assuming at least .2 inches of water on the ground and your tires hold 35 psi, you can
expect to hydroplane at just over 60 mph. In addition, tires with 41 psi of air in them should expect hydroplaning at just over 65 mph.
If you know you are going to be riding in the rain you might consider adding 3 to 5 psi of air to your tires. I am not suggesting that you inflate them in excess of
the maximum pressure specified on the tire sidewalls. The reasoning behind this suggestion is simple:

Increasing the tire pressure makes the contact patch smaller. In other words, it increases the weight per square inch of the contact patch so it takes
more 'uplift' by water to cause hydroplaning.

Just as increasing pressure makes the contact patch smaller, it also tends to spread out the tread grooves which, in turn, makes it easier to slough
water away from the contact patch.
Thereare twoabsolutely essentialNO-NO's to remembershould youexperiencethebeginningofhydroplaning:

Do NOT apply your brakes!

Do NOT try to steer in any direction but straight ahead!
It seems likely that the only thing you can possibly do to help the situation is to feather your clutch to moderate your speed. This eliminates the possibility of
drive train "snap" that would result from an abrupt change of the accelerator. However, if you start to hydroplane, the odds are that you are going to go down
unless you keep the front wheel pointed straight ahead and the hydroplaning is of the briefest of duration.
Some will argue that when riding in the rain it is safest to ride close to the center of your lane since car and truck tires create troughs in the road and more
water will accumulate there. Others argue that the center of the lane is slickest during a rainfall due to an accumulation of oil leaked from cars and trucks, so
riding on either side of the center is safest. My answer to these arguments is simple. Since speed
plays such an important part in hydroplaning SLOW DOWN and you won't have to worry
about lane positions!
Joe Mazza

I would like to discuss this topic
and how it affects trike riders at
our next gathering.
Jim Thayer
NY Chapter “T” Rider Ed
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Tires: Inspection and Maintenance

TECH CORNER

At our last gathering Dave S. discussed the importance of tire inspection and
with Dave Secor
guide lines for replacing tires on our motorcycles.
The text and photos below are taken from “Motorcycle Industry Council Tire
Guide”, that can be found at ( http://www.mic.org/tireguide.cfm ). This is a good reference guide for tires and there are many more helpful load & weight
charts to reference there. As “Rider Educator” for our chapter, I recommend you check it out when you get a chance.
Jim Thayer, Rider ED & NL Editor for NYChapter “T”

It’s all about inflation, inflation, inflation. Proper air pressure is critical for tire performance and tire life. Under-inflation or overloading
can cause sluggish handling, heavy steering, and internal damage due to over-flexing, and can cause the tire to separate from the rim.
Over inflation can reduce the contact area (and therefore available traction), and can make the motorcycle react harshly to bumps.
Check the air pressure when the tires are cold (at least three hours since the last ride), as part of your pre-ride “T-CLOCS” inspection.
There may be two sets of recommendations for tire pressure (as well as suspension settings): one for solo riding and one for riding with
a passenger and/or cargo. Do not exceed the maximum inflation pressure listed on the tire’s sidewall. And never exceed the motorcycle’s or tire’s load limit (combined weight of operator, passenger, cargo, and accessories), since that can cause tire failure. (Refer to the
Load Limit Calculator on page 18.) Some riders eventually reduce the frequency of air pressure checks to at least once a week and before long trips, but will still visually inspect tires before each ride.
Regularly inspect the tire tread depth to ensure that adequate tread remains. Tires have small wear bars molded into the tread
grooves. When the tread is worn down to the level of the wear bars (indicating 1/32 inches of tread remaining), the wear bars become
exposed and the tire should be replaced. Although it may look like there is a sufficient amount, it may not be enough to maintain traction
in wet conditions. The deep grooves in fresh tires help channel water away from the contact patch, and worn tires are thinner and easier
to puncture. For a quick check, if you insert a penny into a groove in the center of your tire, 2/32 of an inch is right at the top of Lincoln’s
head.
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Tech Corner Cont.
In addition to tread depth, glance over the tires’ surface for any
evidence of uneven wear, cuts, embedded objects, bulges, or sidewall cracking. Every time you ride, the tires go through a “heat cycle”
as they go from ambient to operating temperature and back down
again. Each successive heat cycle slowly hardens the tire. Similarly,
as tires age, chemical reactions cause the rubber to harden, even
during nonuse. Whether through heat cycles or aging, the tire’s surface becomes less spongy and less able to interlock with the protrusions and pores in the road surface. (If you have an old tire and a
new tire, you can press your fingernail into the surfaces of each to
see the difference in how they react.) Tires can also absorb petroleum-based fluids from the road, which can further deteriorate the
rubber. So, tires eventually have to be replaced, even if they have
plenty of tread left.

TIRE SIDEWALL INFORMATION
Every street-legal tire sold in the U.S. will have a Department of Transportation
(DOT) serial number on the sidewall. The serial number begins with the letters
“DOT” and ends with a four-digit date code (if there are only three numerals, the tire
was made before 2000 and should be discarded). The four digits represent the
week and year of production. For example, a date code of “4510” in the first photo
means the tire was produced in the 45th week of 2010.
The sidewall will also have a code indicating the size, plus a load index and a
speed index as shown in these examples. The examples use metric designations.
The first number is the nominal tread width, in millimeters, 160 mm in the second
photo, 120 mm in the third. The second number is the aspect ratio (ratio of tire
height to tread width) which is a percentage, so for the 160/60 the tire height is 60
percent of the tread width, or 96 mm; for the 120/80 the tire height is 80 percent of
the tread width, which also happens to be 96 mm. Some tires use letter or inch designations instead of millimeters, as shown in the chart on page 10.

In the second photo the “R” means radial-ply construction. In the third the “-”
means bias construction. A “B” would mean bias-belted.
Next is rim diameter, in inches: 17 in the second photo, 18 in the third. The
“M/C” means the tire was designed for motorcycles.
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