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Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
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Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
Region B Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck
Region B Educator
Al Stahl
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Steve & Katy Nutting
Asst. District Directors
Shawn & Dawn Hayes
District Educators
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Claire & Richie Aylward
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Tim & Eileen Guile
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Webmaster:

Checkout the

Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com

Latest News from the N.Y. District:

NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/

http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2012 Chapter Couple: Al & Linda Yerdon
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: Dan Brown \ Au9411@verizon,net

Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:
Oct.- 2 Gerry Thompson
Oct.-4 Sally Williams
Oct.- 5 Cindy Cochi
Oct.-19 David Secor
Anniversaries:
Oct.-1 Dan & Chris Brown
Oct.-14-61 Bill & Rose Gillett
Oct.-30-54 Sally & Will Williams

as of 10-1-13
22 points

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Duke & Linda
NY Chpt.”D”

W

e had 30 members and guests attend our
September gathering.

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

Some of our friends will soon be heading south for the
winter which may result in lower attendance in the upcoming months. Stay healthy and we’ll see you
next spring!
The Chapter took a moment and was saddened to hear that Al Yerdon was going to have surgery. Follow up information indicated that everything went well and that Al was now recovering at home. We hope to see him soon. Al and his
wife, Linda, are our Chapter T’s Couple of the Year.
For you readers who like to keep abreast of what’s happening with GWRRA, there
are several changes to be aware of:
1) New Director of GWRRA: Ray and Sandi Garris. They have been involved in
GWRRA for many years in various capacities. Ray & Sandi have attended 24 Wing
Dings and have ridden 475,000 miles. They reside in Phoenix, AZ. Our new
Director, as a means to streamline the organization and improve communications,
has divided the U.S. into three sections – the ‘East’ section will cover Regions A, B, D,
and N; the ‘Central’ section will contain Regions E and H; and the ‘West’ section will
cover Regions F and I.
The Garris’ hope this will allow for more frequent and personal interactions,
communications, and direct support. These same improvements will be implemented in
Canada in the near future.
The following will be the new Deputy Directors:
-East Section: Bob & Nancy Shrade
-Central Section: Bill & DeAnn Gray
-West Section: Anita & J.R. Alkire
There will also be a new Director of Programs/Divisions – Dave & Gwen Carter. They will oversee Leadership Training, Membership Enhancement and Ride Education Divisions.
Closer to home – our current New York Deputy Director, Paul
and Suzette Wood, have stepped down and relocated to Texas.
We thank them for their years of dedicated service to the New
York Chapters.
Steve and Katy Nutting have taken over the New York Deputy
Director position effective 10/1/2013. Steve & Katy were Chapter
N Directors, and we wish them the best in their new position.
Shawn & Dawn Hayes will help Steve & Katy as they will be
the incoming Assistant District Directors for the New York District.
Wow! I hope you were able to keep track of these changes to
our organization. As you might expect – there will be more information coming down as these people get settled into their new
positions.
Traveling Plaque: The plaque has moved again. In a planned
attack, Chapter H was invaded by Chapter W at their monthly
meeting. Chapter W took possession of the traveling plaque and
took it back to the Rochester area. From inquiry I learned that
Chapter T once had the traveling plaque in their possession.
Maybe it’s time to once again go after it and get our Chapter in the
news?
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Sponsor Visit: Circle the date of October 10 at 6:30 p.m. to
meet at the Canal View Café in Sylvan Beach for a waterfront
dinner.
Engagement: Chapter T members Ken & Kathy Yaddow are
pleased to announce their daughter, Keri’s, engagement to Joe
Fuoco. A March, 2014 wedding is planned. Congratulations
from your Chapter T friends.
Committee: Chapter ‘T’ Director, Dave Fletcher, announced
an initiative to explore potential candidates to become the next
Chapter Director. I will be stepping down as Chapter ‘T’ Director
at the end of 2014. This will complete a pledge made to the
members and also help to ensure the Chapter doesn’t become stagnant. It has been difficult finding someone to step up.
Therefore, it’s hoped that by having a committee of interested members – they can help ‘best’ select a new Director who
the membership could provide friendship and support to. The committee should consist of people who have grassroots
interest/involvement and want to sustain/keep the Chapter going strong well into the future. In 2015 Chapter ‘T’ will be
approaching 15 years!
This is a great opportunity for the Chapter to select a leader, as a whole, who they can support rather than one person
appointing someone. Think about the future of this Chapter and your personal involvement in helping to sustain it.
Our next meeting/gathering will be October 24th. Mark your calendar for the Chapter’s Christmas party on December
14th, 6 PM at The Franklin Hotel in Rome.
***Ride Safe and Offer More Rider Visibility***
Dave & Linda
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NY “T “Rider Education Page:
Fellow GWRRA Team Members,

Some of you have, and more will be receiving Member complaints/comments about the October 2013 Wing World Trike Tracks
article – specifically on page 53. In that message the author claims that “… trikes can swerve at highway speeds while simultaneously
braking. Hard braking mixed with a yank on the handlebars can spell disaster on a two-wheeler. A rider can brake hard or swerve, but
not at the same time. Trikes are different. Because you can put force into a turn without leaning the bike, a trike is much more capable
of maneuvering around sudden road danger.”
In fact, as we teach in our GWRRA classroom portion of the Trike Rider Course (TRC), we should be putting out the message:
“Never swerve and brake at the same time!”
Just like on two wheels, if you are in a hard swerve which is using all available friction to prevent the tires from losing traction, and
even a small amount of braking is applied, the tire will indeed lose traction. The only thing different when riding a trike is how that
loss of traction affects the trike and rider. We have a lot of experience in watching what happens when students fail to follow the guidance offered in GWRRA Trike courses. On two wheels it amounts in a bike down nearly 100% of the time. The trike can be a little
more forgiving, in that it might slide on the three wheel base - if you are lucky.
Per our TRC training:
“The Rider’s and Co-Rider’s bodies (as well as the weight of the Trike) are “pushed” toward the outside of the curve.
How does this affect the control of the Trike?
The action of these forces tends to shift weight toward the outside of the Trike which may result in the inside wheel losing traction –
or, at its most violent, a crash.”
Slide 27: Common forces on the Rider and Co-Rider
We give our students the knowledge (in the classroom) about the causes and show
them (by practicing on the range) how to counteract this natural physical phenomenon.
Bottom line:
A significant swerve often results in the inside wheel coming off the ground. At this
point the trike and its operator are just a heavily weighted (to one side) two-wheeler.
With wider tires placed on most trike rear wheels, the traction is actually less than the
narrower stock tires. For the physics buffs, recall that downward pressure (related to
traction) is equal to force divided by area (P = F/A). Since area is in the denominator of
the equation, the greater the area (wider contact patch), the less the pressure to keep the
tire adhering to the road. Now put it all together: a hard swerve puts a trike’s wheel in
the air, then a panic or, heaven forbid, now an intentional braking with the momentum
carrying the trike outward in the direction it was going and we have a recipe for disaster. Lets not even talk about the weight of a trike on top of a Rider or Co-rider!
Note that depending on the trike conversion, Trikes with a higher ride height (more
clearance or higher center of gravity) have a higher tendency to try to roll (greater tendency to rollover).
We actually have had a trike tumble at parking lot speeds during a GWRRA class in 2013 after swerving hard and doing exactly
what they were taught not to do in the classroom immediately prior to the range portion – braking in the serve. Imagine the amplified
danger to our Members if they used the Trike Tracks article to go out and practice swerving and braking at highway speeds. Especially
if they believe it is safe to “brake hard” and “yank on the handlebars”.
This article came from a Member who is not even in the Rider Education Levels program. A claimed 5 years experience around
trikers and bikers may seem to make someone credible. Over a decade of trike training times hundreds of instructors with many hundreds of trike specific courses provides a great deal more credibility. In our courses, we see the trike rider in a lower speed accidental
braking/swerving situation often – there is no theoretical conjecture in that experience, just simple observation.
Many will be wondering how this dangerous article got published. We can assure them that there was no contact made with a
knowledgeable Educator, or better still a GWRRA Trike Rider Course Instructor to review/confirm its information and the possible
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safety impact to our Members. We do appreciate all the Riding Course
Instructors, Members, and Educators who have taken the time to let us
know of this alarming issue.
New Wing World Editor Kevin Whipps is being copied on this message to help determine the best way to affect a retraction in a future
Wing World, and determine how best to avoid this situation in the future.
We request your assistance in rapidly disseminating correct information about swerving and braking on a trike to the Membership to prevent injury, preserve GWRRA’s reputation (let alone reduce its potential legal liability), and allow your Rider Education Program to make a
difference in the ultimate Member retention program: keeping our
Members alive to make a choice to stay in GWRRA.
Remember, Friends don’t let Friends Learn by [having an] accident.

Tony & Michelle Van Schaick
GWRRA Rider Education International Directors
mailto:avansch1@twcny.rr.com
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Trish and I attended the New York State District Ride Out this year in Lake George. When we
Trish & Jim
prepared to leave for the weekend it looked a little
iffy weather wise on Saturday and Sunday. As
luck would have it and I do mean luck, we wound up having a near-perfect weekend.
We started out Friday with beautiful weather for the ride up to Lake George through Speculator
and then North East. The morning was chilly but the afternoon warmed up beautifully.
On Saturday when the big ride was set to go to Vermont the weatherman, earlier in the week, had
predicted showers in the afternoon. We were very fortunate and had blue skies overhead the whole
day. Though we put up with gusty winds as the front moved in the rain stayed off until about eight
o'clock at night. This left us with a stellar day for riding and a nice afternoon/evening for the barbecue.
The rain let up early in the morning Sunday, which allowed most of us to dry our bikes off and
load our gear before heading to the sendoff breakfast at the Elks Lodge. Yum, Yum!
Though the temperatures were cool on Sunday we managed to stay dry for the day. The cooler
temperatures did bring forth one positive thing, no bugs.
As for the riding, we found ourselves in both small
and large groups over the weekend.
The trip up was with a small group of four bikes.
Well, three bikes, one trike and three trailers. Trish
and I rode tail-gun for this trip. It was fairly uneventful
except for a few 4 wheelers that were in a rush to get
some place. Later in the evening we enjoyed all you
can eat ice cream sundaes and an Elvis impressionist
at the host motel.
On Saturday morning we found ourselves in the
fifth or sixth position of a group of 24 bikes, trikes and
one SUV at the tail, for the ride into Vermont. The group was large enough that we needed a person
in the middle to relay road commands between the Road Captain and the Tail-gunner.
The ride lasted for about six hours covering close to 160 miles. From where we sat when we
could see the group behind us at times. They maintained a well spaced staggered formation most all
the time. We were never separated as a group for more than a 1/4 mile the whole ride. We had a nice
stop at a local farm store that lasted a little over a half hour. There was lots of tasty food to sample
and a chance to stretch our legs. I would have to say we got enough taste of the roads there to make
us want to take a trip to Vermont next season.
The ride back to the staging area at Diamond Point included a ride on a ferry, along with a trip
over a mountain road with some twisty pavement near the end.
All in all Chapter “N” did an outstanding job with
the rides, entertainment and food for the whole
weekend.
Trish made note that you could tell that this
group of riders had been listening at the seminars
and training for group riding. Even the ones without
CBs all kept a tight group and looked really together. It kind makes you proud to ride with your
GWRRA family.
Thank you for listing to my ramblings.
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Dinner Ride
Canal View Cafe
6:30 pm
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Chapter T 25
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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Chapter T 22
Gathering at the
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
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