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Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

as of ??-??-??
?? points

Jan. 12 Jim Thayer
Jan. 16 Kathy Yaddow
Jan. 28 Chris Brown
Anniversaries:

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

?******?

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

national Motorcycle Show at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center in New York City on January 18, 2013. I'd
like to see a Goldwing Trike from Honda!
Sponsors: Please read through our newsletter with a
'special eye' out for our GREAT sponsors. If you are in
their area or could use the services our sponsors provide,
please do so and let them know you are from Chapter T or
saw their ad in our newsletter.
On behalf of Chapter T - We wish our sponsors a very
prosperous 2013 and thank you very much!
Next gathering: Thursday, January 24, 2013 - meeting
begins at 7 p.m.
Everyone is welcome - come and join our discussions,
make your wishes known, have some fun and maybe a
laugh or two. Lets start the New Year with fun, safety &
knowledge as a focus when planning for the 2013 riding
season.
Congratulations on being a Chapter for 30 years go to
Florida FLI-M (as noted in Wing World). Makes you
wonder if Chapter T's start-up directors invisioned us sustaining for 30 years? Well, we're almost half-way there!

Greetings to All,
Linda and I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas
and that your New Year will be healthy and filled with fun
and good times. We especially wish your involvement
with Chapter T will be to become a safer rider/passenger,
meet like-minded friends and have some laughs along the
way.
As a kid did you ever 'crave a gift' that someone else
received? You watch intensely and hope they'll set the gift
down for a second so you can get your hands on it. You
are not really sure why but the other gift seemed nicer than
yours...?
Well, if you were one of the 30 people who attended
the Chapter T Christmas party you did have a chance to
choose someone else's gift and right from under their nose.
That's how we did it. A member could choose to open an
wrapped gift or take one from another member whose gift
you preferred. It was fun watching our members (big
kids) walk about the room deciding on who's gift to confiscate. Adding to the fun was watching members 'hide'
their treasured gifts - on the floor, under their coats, etc. to
confuse the gift snatchers. In the end, everyone received a
gift to take home even though it may not have been your
first choice.
I'd like to thank Dave Secor for providing our get-inthe-mood music again this year.
Did you know or are you aware that your Wing World
magazine will have 5 pages more? These new pages are
part of the 'Trike Tracks' section of our magazine. If you
have a trike or maybe are thinking of one, this section is
for you. Wow, I can't
find 'wingy' now, no less
adding five more pages.
You can also enter your
bike/trike into a photo
contest to be on the front
cover. So shine 'em up
and enter the contest to
get your bike/trike photo
on the cover of Wing
World magazine.
Motorcycle Show:
Did you see the new addition Goldwing in last
month's Newsletter? It's
lighter, trimmer and
leaner. If you want to be
the first to see the new
F6B and all the new motorcycles, you might
want to attend the Inter-

Mark your calendar with the January dates.
***Ride Safe and Offer More Ride Visibility***
Dave & Linda
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We are borrowing an article this month from Michigan’s Chapter F-2’s News letter. I would like thank Bill
& Linda for a fine article. I hope it gets all of us thinking of some other items needed for a safe beginning to the
next riding season other than our bike.
Remember April and May get here quicker than you think. So don’t waste the down time.
FLAG CITY WINGS

January 2013

TRIP PLANNING? PLAN THE GEAR TOO!
So what have you been thinking about this? Have you been thinking about the
gray skies, the rain, sleet or snow of the season? And also how about the freezing temperatures? These are not very cheerful thoughts for those of us who are not winter sports enthusiasts. Some riders brighten their outlook at this time of year by planning for the coming riding season, a few of us are
deciding which motorcycling events to attend this spring and summer. Will it be the Americade rally in upstate New
York? Maybe this year you are planning to attend Wing Ding? How about a vacation trip to an area with great roads to
ride or interesting geological attractions to see? What if you put 55,848 miles on your bike? Wherever your destination,
planning the route to take is an important part of trip planning. Having the proper gear for the ride is an essential element
of a successful trip. So why not start with your most important safety gear? Inspect your helmet for wear and tear. How
long has it been since you bought your helmet? Does the outer shell have chips or cracks? Has it sustained an impact
while you were wearing it? Has it been repeatedly dropped from your motorcycle seat? Realize that helmets are only designed to survive one impact while being worn. Also look at the chin strap. Is it frayed from many years of wear? These
signs of damage indicate that it may be time to replace your helmet. Experts advise changing your helmet every 3 to 5
years for maximum protection. Time, wear and ultraviolet rays will cause your Helmut’s materials to degrade resulting in
reduced protection. (www.snellfoundation,org.) Are you planning a southern tour this summer? Have you thought to
check weather for the area you plan to visit? Be sure you know what the average high and low temperatures are for the
month of your visit. If you expect to encounter hot weather, this may be the time for you to start shopping for mesh jacket
if you don't already own one. These jackets give you the best abrasion protection (if needed) along with maximum ventilation. Good ventilation reduces your discomfort in hot weather and can prevent heat exhaustion. Even though they have
long sleeves, when you wear a mesh jacket the air flows around you almost as if you are wearing nothing. And the synthetic materials provide excellent abrasion resistance. With elbow, shoulder, and back pads included, you get great protection for your 'corners' and your back in case you go down. Wise riders always wear long pants while riding and most
riders wear denim jeans. This is probably because they are already part of everyone's wardrobe to begin with, and they are
comfortable when you are not on the bike. They do provide some resistance to abrasion, but not anywhere near the protection of leather of the synthetic gear. Did you know there are also riding pants made from breathable mesh materials,
too? They bring all the benefits of being designed specifically for motorcycling with extra protection at the knees, hips,
and legs in case of a spill at speed. The mesh material can also help keep you from getting uncomfortably hot. And there
are gloves manufactured with the same mesh materials to protect your hands as well. They provide you with a good grip
on the controls while keeping your hands fully covered for maximum protection. They are durable and worth checking
out for your comfort and protection. Can you rely on your currant rain gear? Does your rain gear have leaky seams or
rips? Do you need to put a new jacket or rain pants on the shopping list? Having good, comfortable gear that fits you
properly for all riding conditions will allow you to fix your attention on the ride and not on your physical discomforts.
This will also help ensure that you will have a great trip. And knowing that you and your co-rider will have the protection
you may need will give you peace of mind every time you saddle up.
Now, which route do we want to take?
Bill & Lindy Diffin F-2 Rider Educators
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TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor

Motorcycle Suspensions
Black Magic or Common Sense?
Marc Connelly
Understanding the basics of what your bike’s suspension is doing, and or what it is supposed to be doing is the
key to determining if you would benefit from suspension
upgrades.
Springs: Their job is simply to hold the bike up in a
manner that allows as much compression (upward movement) as extension (downward movement) keeping the tire
in contact with the road.
Spring Rate: Determines how much weight a spring
will hold up.
Progressive rate spring: (stock in all Goldwings) : A
spring with both soft and hard windings. This type of
spring attempts to support a broad range of weight. Unfortunately it is like trying to make a size 10 shoe fit every
foot. Works for some..
Straight or single rate spring: Designed for a specific load range. (Used when a bike is set up for a specific
rider/s and load)
Preload: The amount of initial pressure mechanically
applied to a spring before a load is placed on it. (On a
Goldwing, #s 1-25 preload system) You need some. Too
much is not good at all.
Compression Damping: The control of spring’s energy, when a bump is gone over.
Rebound Damping: The control of the spring’s energy
as the spring extends after compression.
Damping: Usually accomplished via some sort of
valving in combination with fork oil viscosity.
So, what makes up a good suspension? One that is
comfortable, and improves handling?
Spring rate is key, then the proper valving to control
the springs energy. That is it. That is what all the fuss is
over.
With the proper spring and the proper valving your
bike will absorb bumps, handle precisely, and be safer and
a more enjoyable to ride.
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Beat the Wintertime Chills w/ D's
Seminar & Chili Cookout
Sunday February 10th
Chittenango Fire Station
417 E. Genesee St. Chittenango NY 13037
Park on the North side of the Bldg. Opposite side of the Bay Doors

9:30 am - Door Opens for Coffee
10:00 am - Two Seminars to choose from
Team Riding is designed to educate & inform members about benefits of team riding,
suggested planning and conduct of a team ride. Reducing our risk which will increase
rider enjoyment and team bonding. Attendees will receive a free Team Riding Manual.
or
Night Riding is to inform and educate you with problems associated with riding at
night. Learn tricks and helpful hints you can use to lessen your risk while riding.

11:30 am
Crash Scene Response the purpose of this class is to suggest an appropriate
course of action when a crash has occurred. To better prepare members to respond
with knowledge and confidence.

1:00 pm
Chili Time Dish to pass suggestions Chili - Bread - Toppings - Dessert
(Soda, coffee & water supplied by the Chapter)
To better coordinate this, we would like to know how many are coming & what you are
planning to bring. E-Mail Pam & John @ vandeusen2@hotmail.com Title it Chili

$5.00 Donation per Couple @ the Door to help support the Chittenango
Fire Dept.

These are great refreshers for all of us during the riding down time.
Of course the food and camaraderie is always good.
See you there Jim & Trish
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