GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
June 2012 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
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NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
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John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Tim & Eileen Guile
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
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Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
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District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
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Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2012 Chapter Couple: Al & Linda Yerdon
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett 315-339-4344 \ sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: TBA

Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

as of 5-27-2012
11 points

June-11 Mary Ann Recor
June 14 Ted Zamorski
June 18 Ken Yaddow
June 19 Will Williams

Anniversaries:
June 17-1994 Jim & Trish Thayer
June 27-1970 David & Linda Fletcher

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Dave & Linda Fletcher

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

Ride Educator: Jim Thayer reported that two of our
members have advanced to Level II. They are
Bonnie Klossner & David Fletcher. Lester Bennett, has his
Level 3.
Jim also noted that there are two or three members
whose First Aide certificates have or will expire soon. He
will check his records and based on individual interest,
will schedule a class with District trainers.
Ice Cream Rides: generally are Thursday evenings.
Check our web site. Web Master, Clark Clemens, has
listed the locations, times and there's a new link containing
a map for getting there, Come join us for fun and treats.
Chapter Photographer: Dan Brown has stepped up
and will be the new shutter bug... Thanks, Dan.
Assistant Director: Looking for an active assistant to
be part of the Chapter T team. Please let Dave know of
your interest.

GREETINGS!
There were 30 members and guests at our May get
'T'gether. It was great to have some past members show
up to see what is happening and to renew some acquaintances. I'd like to thank those that attended the gathering
and helped support the chapter by purchasing our 50/50
tickets. Our members were extra gracious with a collection for our regular meeting waitress - Jessica Royce whose boyfriend, Matt Waterman, age 35 passed away on
5/22/2012.
May turned out to be quite active for those members
who chose to participate in the scheduled rides and activities. Earlier in the month we had the
T-CLOC bike inspection and PLP (parking lot practice) to hone up our riding skills for both bikes and trikes.
Seven members attended the GWRRA NY District RideIn around the Finger Lakes presented by Chapter W. We
had a fabulous BBQ and a scenic ride, being escorted by
local riders on less travelled roads. Chapter T also gave
back to the community with their time and donations by
participating in the Miracle Ride for sick and injured children and the Freedom Ride which honors Oneida County's
fallen soldiers held in Camden, NY. On Memorial Day,
Chapter T had three bikes and three trikes with ten riders
participate in the Town of Vienna parade "Remembrance
of our Veterans". Spectators got to see the colorful big
bikes and trikes pass by without plugging their ears.
**Most people remember our veterans twice a year - Memorial Day & Veterans Day - if you've lost someone, you
remember every day. **
GWRRA Memberships: Our Member Enhancement
Coordinator, Linda Clemens, noted that couple of memberships would be expiring and that a personal, friendly
reminder/call was made to each. Be sure to check your
own membership dates.
New Sponsor: Dan's Auto in Taberg is now one of
our sponsors, They will do bike and trailer inspections
too.

Upcoming Rides/Events to think about, plan for:
June: Americade, Lake George, NY, Tuesday,
June 5th thru Saturday, June 9th
Free fishing (NY), June 24th & 25th
Chapter gathering, June 28th
July: 4th-7th Wing Ding, Ft. Wayne, Indiana
Chapter K, Kingston, Ontario, lunch at
Denny's in Watertown, July 14th
Ride for Kids, July 15th
Picnic, Forest Park, Camden, July 22nd
Breakfast with Chapter D, Vienna Hotel at
9am, July 28th
If anyone would like to join in on any of our rides/
events, check our website for details. You are more than
welcome.
*Kick Stands Up, Flap those Wings. It's "T" time.*
Next gathering for Chapter T is June 28th.

**Support our Sponsors**
**Please Ride Safe**
Thank You.
Dave & Linda Fletcher
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NY T Rider Education Page:
"Hydroplaning"

International Asst. Director of Rider Education:
Joe Mazza


I experienced the terrifying phenomenon known as
hydroplaning while driving my car many years ago. I
can only imagine what this loss of control based on
my inattentiveness to the weather conditions would
result in while riding my motorcycle.
Hydroplaning is the result of your tires moving fast
across a wet surface - so fast that they do not have
sufficient time to channel that moisture away from the
center of the tire. The result is that the tire is lifted by
the water away from the road and all traction is lost.
Of course, the word "fast" is a relative term. Tread
design, tread depth, weight of motorcycle, tire pressure, depth of water and even consistency of that water (whether it is highly aerated or not, for example) all
play a part in determining at what speed the tire will
begin to hydroplane. It is a pretty safe bet to assume
that any speed in excess of 60 mph is fast enough
to support hydroplaning regardless of the other variables. This is not to say that at 55 mph you are safe.
A formula quoted by James Davis in an article on hydroplaning states that, assuming at least .2 inches of
water on the ground and your tires hold 35 psi, you
can expect to hydroplane at just over 60 mph. In addition, tires with 41 psi of air in them should expect
hydroplaning at just over 65 mph.
If you know you are going to be riding in the rain
you might consider adding 3 to 5 psi of air to your
tires. I am not suggesting that you inflate them in excess of the maximum pressure specified on the tire
sidewalls. The reasoning behind this suggestion is
simple:

Increasing the tire pressure makes the contact patch smaller. In other words, it increases
the weight per square inch of the contact
patch so it takes more 'uplift' by water to cause
hydroplaning.




There are two absolutely essential NO-NO's
to remember should you experience the beginning of hydroplaning:
Do NOT apply your brakes!



Do NOT try to steer in any direction but
straight ahead!
It seems likely that the only thing you can possibly
do to help the situation is to feather your clutch to
moderate your speed. This eliminates the possibility
of drive train "snap" that would result from an abrupt
change of the accelerator. However, if you start to hydroplane, the odds are that you are going to go down
unless you keep the front wheel pointed straight
ahead and the hydroplaning is of the briefest of duration.
Some will argue that when riding in the rain it is
safest to ride close to the center of your lane since
car and truck tires create troughs in the road and
more water will accumulate there. Others argue that
the center of the lane is slickest during a rainfall due
to an accumulation of oil leaked from cars and trucks,
so riding on either side of the center is safest. My answer to these arguments is simple. Since speed
plays such an important part in hydroplaning SLOW
DOWN and you won't have to worry about lane positions!
Joe Mazza
Assistant International Director; Rider Education

Just as increasing pressure makes the contact patch smaller, it also tends to spread out
the tread grooves which, in turn, makes it
easier to slough water away from the contact
patch.
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TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor

STUCK PUSH BUTTONS

This is a fairly simple one, but a problem I have seen many
people mention experiencing. Even if you haven't experienced this problem yet -it's only a matter of time.
Performing this procedure as preventative maintenance is a good idea. On the GL1500, (the GL1800 also suffers
from this problem), there are push-on/push-off buttons on the handlebars that control things like cruise control, hazard lights,
and the audio mute. The shaft connecting the buttons to the actual switches are lubricated inside with a grease-like lubricant. This grease picks up dust and dirt over time until it is not lubricating anymore, and acts more as an adhesive than
anything else It doesn't prevent you from pressing the button to turn it on.
Where the problem arises is when you try to push the button again to
turn it off —the tiny spripg-inside the switch is not powerful enough to
push the button back out against the stiction of the dirty lubricant, and
the button stays pushed in. As a result, you have Goldwing owners riding
around with cruise control on, hazard lights flashing, and no music.
The solution is quick and simple. You will require some electrical contact cleaner. You want a quick-drying contact cleaner that does not leave
residue behind spray contact cleaner into switch using applicator provided, press switch several times to free it.

Motorcycle Consumer News June 2012
rubber seal that prevents brake fluid from leaking out
during the bleeding process. Its handle uses a floating 12point wrench to then open the stock bleeder. The short
length of the wrench handle allows it to be used in tight
spaces and helps prevent over tightening. Inside the
socket portion is a one-way check valve—similar to a
speed bleeder.
The tool makes the process of brake bleeding simple.
Place the 8mm socket over the bleeder
nipple, and put the Mini Bleeder's
tube into a container. Use the built-in
wrench to open the bleeder valve, and
repeatedly stroke the lever, making
sure not to let the master cylinder's
reservoir run dry. (Note: Do not pump
with the master cylinder cover removed, as the compensating port will
squirt fluid out of the reservoir—
simply place the cover over the reservoir.) Continue this process until the
fluid in the tube is clear, indicating that all the old fluid has been
purged from the system. To finish the job, close the bleeder valve
and stroke the brake or clutch lever a few times to regain full
stroke.
In use, the Mini Bleeder makes bleeding faster with less mess
than the traditional hose and wrench system, and the seal inside
the socket works so well that a rag is not even necessary when removing the tool from the bleeder.
The Mini Bleeder's handle is made from anodized, billet aluminum and the socket is chrome-moly steel. Unlike individual
speed bleeders, this tool can be used all around the bike and on
multiple machines. It costs a reasonable $24.99.
The Mini Bleeder works exceptionally well and is highly recommended as a valuable addition to any toolbox.
—Tracy Martin
Motion Pro, Inc.-867 American St.; San Carlos, CA 94070;
Phone: 650-594-9600; www.motionpro.com

AT MINIMUM,brake and clutch
fluid should be changed every two
years, and more often in brake systems that see heavy use. Purging old
fluid is done by "bleeding" the system, and the tools are simple: a length
of clear tubing that fits tightly over the
bleeder nipple,a container for catching
the old hydraulic fluid and a wrench
for opening and closing the bleeder fitting. But it typically takes two people to do—one to squeeze the
lever and the other to open and close the nipple. To
prevent drawing air into the system, the person holding the lever will firmly squeeze the lever and say
"open." The person with the wrench will then open
the bleeder nipple, verify the fluid move-ment as the
lever bottoms, shut the nipple and say "close." The
lever operator can then release the lever and squeeze a
couple of times to achieve a full stroke and the two
will repeat this process until clear fluid flows through
the tubing, while making sure the fluid level in the master cylinder
' is maintained to avoid pumping air. It's slow but satisfying work,
and the only improved tools for the job have been the use of a
Mityvac (which uses vacuum to pull fluid out of the hydraulic system) or speed bleeders.
Speed bleeders use a spring-loaded ball-type check valve to
prevent back-flow, making bleeding a one-man job because the
bleeder nipple does not have to be constantly opened and closed
during the process. The downside to using speed bleed-ers is their
cost ($7 to $15 each) and that they have to be permanently installed on the motorcycle, replacing the stock bleed nipples. Most
bikes have four; two front, one rear, plus the clutch slave cylinder—$30 to $60 per motorcycle.
Motion Pro makes top-quality, specialty tools for the power
sports industry, and its latest is the Mini Bleeder, which com-bines
a wrench, speed bleeder and bleeder hose into one tool. Its end fits
tightly over a standard 8mm bleeder nipple and uses an interior
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8
Americade
Lake George, NY

9
Americade
Lake George, NY

June 2012
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4

5

6
Americade
Lake George, NY

7
Zem's Ice Cream
135 James St.
Canastota,NY 6:30
Americade
Lake George, NY

10

11

12

13

14
Ice Cream
At Nicky Doodles
Route 365
Oneida, NY 6:30

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
Ice cream Ride
Cinderella's Cafe
1208 Main St.
Sylvan Beach,

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm

29

30

Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

Wing Ding 34
8

9

10

11

12

13

14 Chapter K
Kingston, Ontario,
lunch at Denny's in
Watertown

15
Ride for Kids,
Utica, NY

16

17

18

19

20

21

22 Chapter T’s
Picnic,

23

24

25

26
Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm

27

28 Breakfast with
Chapter D, Vienna
Hotel at 9am

30

31

Forest Park,
Camden, NY

29

July 2012
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