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Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
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Region B Directors
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg
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District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
Asst. District Directors
Bob & Cathy Turner
Gary & Donna Cork
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District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Tim & Eileen Guile
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
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Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
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Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2012 Chapter Couple: Al & Linda Yerdon
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett \ 315-339-4344 sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: TBA

Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:
May 10 Linda Yerdon
May 12 Clark Clemens
May 27 Patricia Thayer

as of 4-30-12
7+ points

Anniversaries:
May-10 Gordon & Beverly Miner

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Ken & Kathy Yaddow

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

show, Rider Ed courses, great riding and much more. Check
your Wing World magazine for registration information.
Bi-State Convention (NY/NJ): August 16-18 - in Mt. Olive,
Jew Jersey.
Rides & Events: Looking for something to do - want to
meet other riders, or just have fun? Check out our ride/activity
calendar. There's something for everyone, so come out and join
us. Also, don't forget our Thursday evening Ice Cream Ride Ins.
Each week we'll meet and eat at various establishments, favoring
our chapter sponsors. Check out the schedule and come join the
fun.
Speaking of sponsors, we have a new one in Oneida - Coneheads. Soon we'll be having a scheduled ride to Cone Heads.
For chapter members in the area, stop in and let them know who
you are.
Camden Freedom Park - a memorial for Oneida County soldiers who sacrificed their lives in combat since 2001. Chapter T
is proud to announce that we have purchased a 'paver stone'
which is engraved with our GWRRA Chapter. Let's look for it
in the near future when the stone patio is completed. Their annual 40 mile ride/fund raiser will be May 26th. Check our calendar.
New Chapter Rides/Events:
-Bike Blessing/Breakfast Ride - May 6th at Shriner's Park
on Halsey Road - 8 12 noon
-SAMS Ice Cream, May 10th, Route 26, Rome - 6:30 p.m.
-Cone Heads, May 17th, Route 365, Oneida, 6:30 p.m.
-Garage Sales, West Monroe Trailer Park, May 17-19, 9 a.m. - ?
-Vienna Memorial Parade for Veterans, May 28th, Route 49, North
Bay, 9 a.m.
Next gathering for Chapter T is May 24th.

Greetings!
We had 28 members and guests at our April get 'T'gether. It
was great to see the snowbirds of our Chapter back in Oneida
County and seemingly ready for another riding season. I'd like
to thank those that attend the gatherings and 'help support the
chapter' by purchasing our 50/50 tickets.
Our gathering was attended by one of our sponsors, Paul &
Denice Valerio of Stitch'N It = Custom Embroidery of Blossvale. They gave a presentation of their product line to us. Our
MEC, Linda Clemens, will be in contact with our members to
see what interest there is to purchasing any the product line.
May is 'Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month' as declared by
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
The NHTSA has an initiative to get motorists and motorcyclists
to 'share the road' with each other. Likewise, our GWRRA
Rider courses talk about the 3 P's - Proper you, Proper gear,
Proper equipment. It's about proactive riding skills that will
help reduce risk in our motorcycle adventures. Everyone is reminded to get out our Motorcycle Awareness signs and place
them on our lawns. *Anyone who would like to purchase a sign
for their lawn can do so at our next meeting for $7.00.
May is the anniversary month in which our Chapter was
created. I am the fifth director since our Chapter 'T' was formed
on 5/13/2000. At our May get 'T'gether, I would like to pay
homage to these past directors for their insight, compassion and
arduous effort they put in while serving as director. For those
that are still in the area, they will be invited to our gathering and
we hope they'll attend. Depending on the interest from these
past directors - we could make this a yearly event??
Our chapter COY, Al & Linda Yerdon, seem to have a little
more free time now that they have less responsibility in running
the Chapter. Now they plan to have 'fun' and meet new friends.
Al announced at our April gathering that they plan to travel to
other Chapters (meetings/events) and meet their COY's. He requested that other chapter 'T' members consider riding along
with them as a means of earning some Dash for Cash points. To
me - this sounds like great fun and a tremendous way to meet
like-minded friends. Hey, who knows, it could be educational
too.
State and National News: For those members that like to
keep up with the GWRRA organization...Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg will be stepping down as our N. East Region B Directors
and relocating to the Sunshine State. Aren't they lucky? No
more winter storage, able to ride all year and meeting new
friends with suntans.
Effective June 1, 2012 we will be fortunate to have Tom &
Renee Wasluck become our N. East Region B Directors. They
are from Mountain Top, Pennsylvania where they have been
District Directors for the 20 chapters in Pennsylvania. We look
forward to meeting them.
Americade: June 5-9 - GWRRA is in need of volunteers to
assist with their information booth on Friday, 6/8, from 3-7 p.m.
Anyone who can assist will receive a vendor wristband. Also, if
you register before May 1st you will receive a discount.
Wing Ding 34: July 4-7 - in the great city of Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Here you'll find the world's largest Goldwing trade

**Support our Sponsors**
**Ride Safe**
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Thank you,
Dave & Linda Fletcher
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NY T Rider Education Page:
Thanks to Rider Magazine for a
light hearted look at important
safety tips this month.
JT : Rider Ed NY Chapter T

alternate route to lower risk. If you find yourself in the midst of one, reduce your
speed—especially if you have a tailgaterand leave plenty of space ahead to
read the road surface. Avoid crossing edge traps if at all possible. Select a lane
position that creates as much of a space cushion as possible from the greatest
threat, which is usually the oncoming traffic.
Fornicrater: Large, deep and dangerous surface irregularities that can
suddenly appear unexpectedly from beneath a vehicle ahead and, because the
rider has not left himself enough time to react and avoid the hazard, he is seriously screwed when it comes to having options. The rider would be better
served to hang back from traffic a bit to create a longer visual lead and to create more time before needing to react. Keep in mind that a four-wheeled vehicle often straddles these hazards easily without incident, but a rider following
closely and toward the center of the lane cannot. These fornicraters are commonly found in constriction zones.
Crest Brown Strips: What you get when you crest a hill too fast and
find a truck stopped in your lane. Not to be mistaken for those teeth whiteners.
The key here is to ride only as fast as you can see. Ask yourself, "Could I easily
stop the bike within the road surface that I can see ahead?" If not, it's time to
slow down. Always expect there to be some obstruction in the road immediately
out of view.
Misconscrewed: The situation occurring when you miscalculate your
speed in a corner or fail to check that blind intersection and realize your brakes
and tires can only defy the laws of physics to a certain degree. To stay out of
trouble, be sure to keep your eyes up, scan the road for potential threats, maintain 360-degree awareness and adopt the cornering habit of "slow in and out
with a grin." Thanks to reader Keith Ingram for this gem.
Scars and Strikes Forever: This is the anthem of the untrained rider.
Although a motorcyclist may have many years of on-street experience, without
training and other efforts to improve skills, he is often destined to make the
same mistakes repeatedly. To avoid cementing bad habits or riding with an
unnecessarily high level of risk, consider signing up for a skills training session
of some kind at least every other year. And read one of the many excellent
books dedicated to rider development. It's never too late to change your tune.
Hopefully I have given proper credit where it is due. Forgive me if I have
missed identifying any contributor. Have a clever new term for a previously unnamed riding situation of your own to share? Send 'em along to me. With your
help, for all those nameless riding conditions that face us every day, we can
finally say, "Hey! There's a name for that!" And we'll put a strategy together to
address them, as well. So get creative and forward yours along to us for next
year's There's a Name For That, Part 4.

It's that time again! Thanks to encouragement from you, for the past two
years right around this page-turn of the calendar, I have dedicated this column
to a common theme: assigning proper names to the variety of riding situations
and behaviors we all encounter out on the street that have, up to this point, had
no established terminology. Although nameless, these are things we regularly
face as riders but may not be giving enough attention or thought to, because
there has never been a readily available way to refer to them. For example,
those times when a rider waits too long to slow down and prepare for action as
he approaches a developing threat and, as a result, leaves himself very little
time and space to avoid it? Until two years ago when we determined here that
such behavior might most appropriately be called "procrashtination," it had
no name. Now it does. And thanks to contributions from readers like you, last
year we established that the act of doing what your riding buddies do—even
though you know you shouldn't follow their lead—could be a phenomenon we
cleverly coined as "bro dependency" (courtesy of reader Brian Briggs). With
these and a couple dozen others like them, we've been developing a nice collection of new and somewhat entertaining terms. And once again, thanks to
your contributions, we have a few more to add to the rider's glossary this year,
along with some tips for how to survive them. So here's our latest installment.
I give you,
There's a Name for That, Part 3.

Brake Dancing: When the brake lights of the vehicle ahead flicker on
and off repeatedly as the rider or driver continually stabs at the brakes without
any apparent rhyme or reason. These drivers clearly have no plan, and it's safe
to assume the operator is nervous, lost, or driving at the edge of his or her ability. If you see brake lights flickering like a laser light show, back off and give
them space. The driver's actions are likely to be unpredictable and sudden.
Such erratic activity also tends to be distracting and draws your eyes away from
other critical visual information that deserves your attention. Hanging back will
make it easier to look beyond the vehicle and read the road ahead for both of
you. If you happen to be the one dancing on the brake lever, get your eyes up
and look farther ahead. And consider getting some additional training to build
your skills, strategies and confidence.
Testosterroneous: It happens to most of us. Some more often than
others. Those moments when we get caught up in the heat of the moment and
allow our emotions and hormones to overpower our rational thinking and common sense. It may be a response to an aggressive driver who is pushing our
buttons, or it can simply be the thrill of riding fast that triggers irresponsible and
ill-advised behavior. It's vital for each of us to recognize when we are being
driven by emotion and quickly get ourselves under control before someone gets
hurt. Or arrested. Separate yourself from what it is that's triggering your emotional response. Take a deep breath and try to relax. Or take a short roadside
break to regroup. If you're upset or angry before getting on the bike, consider
an alternate form of transportation for the day. This terrific term comes from
Rider reader Craig Ruegsegger.
Constriction Zone: When lanes narrow to an increasingly uncomfortable width in the midst of a construction zone. Concrete barriers scarred with
long, black tire scuffs encroach from the right. Oncoming SUVs and semis rush
by just inches away on the left. There's little, if any, room for error or escape.
Adding to the risk, displaced cones can cause vehicles to deviate from their
lane, and edge traps in the pavement lie in wait to grab a narrow motorcycle tire
and pull the rider down. If you know these constriction zones exist, consider an

Eric Trow is a life-long motorcyclist and a veteran motorcycle safety instructor. He
currently operates Stayin' Safe advanced rider training. Have comments, questions or
column ideas? Send them to rider@ ridermagazine.com or contact Eric directly at
etrow@stayinsafe.com.
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TECH CORNER

Signal Dynamics and Custom Dynamics used to supply the most flexible
modulator they call Diamond Star. It had features missing in the other units like
a 'heads up' mode that would modulate the headlight if you pressed the horn
button even if the unit was turned off or it was night at the time. That latter part
(modulating at night) was at odds with federal law and one of the manufactures
mentioned above reportedly ratted them out.
The Diamond Star unit now operates much as the Kissan and Kriss units
do but requires more installation time. The upside it the Diamond Star costs
about $30 less than the others. Very complete simple to understand instructions come with the unit but they also supply 3M clamshell connectors which
should be thrown far, far away in favor of soldered connections.
The Diamond Star is supplied with a remote on/off switch . I mounted my
switch in the left switch housing (this required about a 6" extension on the supplied wiring) box on the handlebar 9-13-01 accessoryswitch.jpg (42903 bytes)
The photo doesn't show the actual switch supplied but it is installed in a hole
drilled in the back portion of the switch box. Lots of room there for two switches
and wiring actually.
But you don't want to pay something around $90 for the commercial units?
You're pretty handy with a soldering iron and know your way around logic circuits? Not a problem, make your own! Click Here for a schematic and full
explanation how you can build your own from scratch.
Which ever unit you choose the investment and effort is well worth it. You
may never know how many times the modulator prevents someone from turning in front of you, perhaps saving your life in the process.
Oh, one thing you 'will' notice, other drivers tend to do one of two things
when they see you coming in their mirrors. They either move out of your lane
or they slow down. Don't be offended if some give you a single digit wave as
you pass and they discover you 'wasn't a cop'.
Cheers, Gadget
Copied from (http://www.gadgetjq.com/headlightmodulator.htm)
Google search results for headlamp modulator:
http://search.rr.com/web#q=motorcycle%20headlamp%20modulators&page=1

with Dave Secor

Head Light Modulators
Submitted by: Jim Thayer

You may have seen reports indicating 78% of motorcycle accidents involve
the driver of a car encroaching on the riders right of way. Statements to police
usually go something like "I made the left turn and never saw the motorcycle"
or "I pulled out from the side street and never saw him/her". Whether that 78%
is truly accurate or not it's sure close enough. One accessory that can help
prevent the "I didn't see the motorcycle" syndrome is a headlight modulator.
First off, modulators are legal for motorcycles in all 50 states. It's a federal
law (CFR49). Click Here for the text of the law (you might want to print it and
carry it with your registration just in case someone in law enforcement needs
some educating). Your state may have its own law regarding use of modulators that you can check on your DMV website and print. It will not
be in conflict with federal law.
About the modulators. There are several kinds but they all do
the same thing. They 'modulate' (as opposed to flash) your headlight at a specific frequency of 240 cycles per minute or 4 cycles
per second. Commercially made modules do 'not' turn the headlight bulb on and off which would give the filament a thermal shock
with every cycle, they simply reduce the voltage so the life of your
bulb is not affected (and may even be extended). All of the commercial units have a light sensor built into them because the federal standard forbids the flashing at night. At dusk the bulb will
automatically stop modulating (unless you want it to, see the Signal Dynamics unit below)
So where do you get these things? You have choices ranging from simple plug and ride to a bit more involved wiring in your
headlight bucket. There are major differences in flexibility as a
result.
From the simplest to the most involved:
Kriss makes one of the simplest. In less than five minutes
you can have your headlight ring off, headlight bulb unplugged,
the Kriss modulator plugged into the back of the bulb, the wiring
pressed into the modulator and the headlight re-assembled. This
unit is loved by those who don't enjoy manhandling a soldering
Check Last Page for
iron or just don't want to fool with the bikes wiring.
Downside? The unit will 'only' modulate the headlight when it
Printable
is on high beam and you can not turn it off (unless you put a piece
Registration Form
of tape over the light sensor) during group rides. The 'standard'
unit will only handle a stock 80 watt bulb. If you have gone to a
100 watt Halogen bulb be sure to look at the heavy duty model.
Kissan makes another plug and ride unit. Pretty much the same as the
Kriss unit it only modulates on high beam. There is a sensitivity adjustment
provided so modulation of the headlight doesn't stop immediately if you ride
through shade or a short tunnel. The Kissan unit will handle up to 115 watts,
plenty for those who have upgraded to a 100 watt high beam bulb.
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