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April 2012 Newsletter
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Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Mike Stiger
Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
Region B Directors
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
Asst. District Directors
Bob & Cathy Turner
Gary & Donna Cork
District Educators
Al & Emily Stahl
Asst Educator
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Tim & Eileen Guile
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/

Checkout the
Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm

& GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2012 Chapter Couple: Al & Linda Yerdon
MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Sunshine Coordinator: MaryAnn Bennett
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: TBA

Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:
A Belated Happy Birthday To:
Janice Zamorski Back on March 22
April -9 Davis Gibb
April -10 Linda Clemens
April-12-30 Ginny Chiasson
April-24-27 Whitey Jowett
Anniversaries:
April-24 Jim & Sharon Learned

as of 3-11-2012
7 points

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Will& Sally Williams

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner
THE INVISIBLE MOTORCYCLIST
"I never saw him. He came out of nowhere!" That's probably the
most common statements heard at a collision between an automobile
and a motorcyclist. They're usually made by the operator of the auto
because the motorcyclist is unconscious (or worse).
As riders we wonder, "How can they NOT see us? Are they just
not looking?"
A lack of attention on the part of the driver does explain some of the
car/bike collisions; the distracted driver, cell 'phones, unruly children,
etc. All these can contribute BUT some responsibility belongs to the
motorcyclist as well.
I know. I know. That's heresy. Let me explain.
Motorcycles make up about 3% of the "normal" traffic flow.
People "see" what they expect to see; things like cars and trucks
Unless the rider does something to visually stand out, he can be
easily overlooked.
Motorcycles ARE much harder to see than cars/trucks because of
their smaller size. A motorcycle can easily be "lost" in the background
even with the headlight on.
Many motorcycles are colors that lend themselves to blending into
the environment. Particularly dark colored machines (black is the color
of pavement after all).
Many motorcyclist wear dark colored helmets (or no helmet at all,
but we won't discuss those here) AND dark colored clothing. A number
of studies in the US and abroad have shown that a light colored (white,
silver, yellow) helmet is more noticeable (during daylight hours) than a
dark colored (black, dark red, dark blue) helmet. Why? The driver sees
this bright colored "orb" floating above the traffic (most riders heads are
higher than the hoods/windshields of cars). It's DIFFERENT.
Lastly (and sadly), most motorcyclists are not skilled in emergency
maneuvers. Over 13% of the motorcyclists involved in fatal crashes
made NO effort to avoid the collision. They didn't brake, they didn't
swerve, they just rode right into the collision. That's because, after
they've gotten their license, they don't practice those kinds of maneuvers regularly (or ever). Motorcycling is a SKILL. It takes practice.
So how can you NOT be the Invisible Motorcyclist?
*Position your bike so it can be seen and identified in the traffic
stream.
*Wear bright colors
*Consider getting a brightly colored bike
*PRACTICE your emergency maneuvers
Or you could take the advice I got once from a very experienced
rider. He told me not to "ride like I was invisible." He told me to ride like
they can see me and are actively planning to do something to take me
out."

Greetings!
There were 28 members and guests in attendance at our
March get 'T'gether despite SU basketball being played. As
your director, I'd like to personally thank everyone in attendance
for supporting our Chapter.
While on the topic of 'support'; I'm pleased to announce that
we have 3 new sponsors - thanks to the efforts of our Membership Enhancement Coordinator, Linda Clemens. Our new sponsors are the Canal View Restaurant and Deli-Mart in Sylvan
Beach and Carley's Ice Cream on Route 13. As with all our
sponsors noted in this newsletter, please visit their business in
your travels. Bring your friends and let them know you belong
to Chapter T.
Ride/Activity Schedule: The 'T' team put together a schedule that utilized the initial input from members, while working
toward the objectives of: 1) to enjoy past favorite rides/events,
2) meet new friends/members, and 3) satisfy our quest for new
enjoyable destinations. This year we're planning to meet with
Chapter K from Canada. Come join us!
Recent Events/Rides: Our annual breakfast get together
with Chapter D at the Grist Mill Restaurant yielded a combined
42 members from the two chapters. Everyone received a safety
pamphlet with information regarding 'Protective Gear'. A ride
after breakfast was taken as the weather was favorable.
Western NY District Training Day, held in Batavia, NY was
attended by four of our chapter T members. It was reported that
the day of training was very informative with useful data.
Upcoming Events:
-Chapter T Rides/Activities coming up for April:
14th - Tech Day with Chapter D, Rain Date 4/15 (dish to pass)
14th - Ride to Brooks BBQ to meet with members from
Chapter G for lunch
21st - Breakfast at Osceola Outpost (sponsor) at 9:30 a.m. north country ride with Al to follow
26th - Chapter T gathering at Vienna Hotel, 6 p.m.
27th - Deadline for pre-registration, $30.00, (+) new shirt for the
Miracle Ride (5/20)
State/National Events:
July 4-7 - Wing Ding 34 in Fort Wayne, Indiana
August 15-18 - NY/NJ Bi-State Convention, Mt. Olive, NJ

Next gathering for Chapter T...4/16/2012
at 6 p.m.
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***SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS***
***RIDE SAFE***
Thank you.
Dave & Linda
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'TWEEN
SEASONS

Once Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, we're in for at least six
more weeks of schizophrenic weather somewhere between winter and
spring. Despite the celebrated 20-lb. prophet's 39 percent accuracy rate,
it's probably going to be a bit sketchy out there well past the Vernal
Equinox.
That's no time to be letting your guard down. For the purposes of
this exercise, let's assume any motorcycle emerging from hibernation
after months of cold storage is already up to scratch. Beyond that, the
price of staying out of trouble is a process that starts before the
engine does. What's the weather looking like? A medium-tint faceshield deals with a broader spectrum of light and shadows than a dark
one. Pack a clear one for long rides, just in case.
Make sure your gear is warm enough in the morning without turning into a mobile sweat lodge in the afternoon. Starting with a moisture-wickingfoundation layer helps, followed by another one you
can peel off and stow if things heat up later. Tough modern miracle fabrics that keep wind and water from getting in while letting
evaporating perspiration out are best: Gore-Tex Pro-Shell Armacor, for instance. Protect your hands and feet with gloves and
boots capable of fending off whatever sort of weather you might encounter.
It's easy to get carried away when your favorite road is closer to
clean and dry than flooded or frozen, but ease into it anyway. Tires
take a little longer to heat up on cold pavement, so get a feel for
available grip a little at a time, even when the surface looks perfect.
There are probably a few lingering hazards out there to trip up the
unwary. Fresh cracks and potholes often emerge with the spring
thaw, so keep your eyes moving. It didn't rain last night, but a seep
from last week's deluge can leave a wet, slippery strip in that next
blind corner. Adjust your pace and perceptions accordingly, and
keep those eyes working a little more than the customary 12 seconds ahead—enough time to find an escape route if something fouls
up your original trajectory. And beware the dreaded shaded corner.

Morning light dries
open bends, but takes
a while longer to drive
insidious moisture out
of sheltered ones.
Mountain roads and
northern climates can
throw you another
curve: Did it freeze
last night? A lingering
patch of ice in the
shade or on a bridge
can cause your ride to
end in the ditch, and it'
s hard to see. For reasons known only to
God and David Attenborough, mud, rocks, gravel and emergent wildlife like hanging out in shady, off-camber, second-gear bends at this
time of year, so be prepared.
Heading to work in a light drizzle seems safer than braving a downpour, except a little water blends with all those other accumulated
contaminants instead of washing them away. Expect pavement on
your way to work to be considerably slipperier than usual in spots;
especially freeways and heavily traveled surface streets. Relatively
benign urban hazards such as painted crosswalks, manhole covers
and light-rail tracks get very slippery when slightly wet. It all adds up to
less speed, more than the minimum 2-second following distance and
smoother inputs on all the controls wherever you go. Allow yourself
extra time to make the trip. Nothing puts you on the deck faster than
rushed, sloppy riding on a misty twilight commute.
Smooth, safe riding is always a matter of expecting the unexpected,
and there's never any shortage of that out there. But unless you've
got some of the Magic Punch they give Phil every year at the Groundhog Picnic to guarantee another seven healthy years, buffer that
post-winter enthusiasm with a little discretion.
Summer will be here any day now.
MOTORCYCLIST

Don’t forget May 5th at Green Lakes State Park.
Chapter D’s T-CLOCS, Cook-out & PLP for Bikes & Trikes
T-CLOCS Demonstrations for bikes & trikes in the morning
Bring a dish to pass for lunch.
Parking Lot Practice for bikes & trikes in the afternoon.
Checkout page 6.
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TECH CORNER

with Dave Secor
We were reminded at the last gathering of a critical detail at any
accident with injuries. Be sure that a law enforcement agency is
also notified by 911 along with emergency medical help. If they
aren’t, call the Sheriffs or Troopers on your own. You need to
have an official accident report filed to avoid problems with the
insurance company later.

HELPING YOU
TO SEE OTHERS
The other half of the visibility battle is being alert and seeing
everything around you. Use your eyes effectively. Keep them
moving. Don't get fascinated by that '53 Corvette off to your
right. Or go rubber-necking at an accident scene. If your eyes
are locked on one thing, you may be ignoring some situation
that could affect your ride.
Look ahead. Look to the side. Look in your mirrors. Look
over your shoulders. Keep looking! Anticipate the oncoming,
left-turning driver, the reckless fool coming up behind you, the
car poking its nose out of the driveway, the guy beside and a
little behind you who's moving across the lane divider.

Avoid Distracted Driving - Don't Text & Drive
On an average day in the U.S., more than 15 people are
killed and more than 1,200 people are injured in crashes
involving a distracted driver.* Distracted driving is driving while doing another activity that takes your attention
away from driving.
There are three main types of distraction:
1. Visual—taking your eyes off the road;
2. Manual—taking your hands off the wheel; and
3. Cognitive—taking your mind off what you are doing.

Distracted driving activities include things
such as using a cell phone, texting, eating,
using a GPS navigation system, or applying
make-up. While any of these distractions can
endanger the driver and others, texting while
driving is especially dangerous because it
combines all three types of distractions.
Not only is it dangerous, it is also illegal. New York
State law prohibits drivers from holding a handheld mobile phone, laptop, pager, electronic game, two-way messaging device or any other device used to write, read, send,
browse or otherwise communicate while driving. If you're
caught by police, it is a 3-point offense on your driver's
license and you face a fine of $150 for the first offense.
Stay safe on the roadways and avoid driving while
distracted.
National Highway Safety Admin.

1: Windshield for 1800 Wing, (Tulsa, tint with vent
hole) fits oem vent.
2: Rear trunk organizer, fits 1800 wing.
3: Miscellaneous GL1500 parts, some shiny stuff.
4: OEM rear shocks low miles, went to progressive
Contact: ERIC GORTON 315-893-7324
<rainman3946@yahoo.com>
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Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21 Breakfast at

Shooting Star
Café
8

9

10

11

12

Brooks BBQ
Chapter G or
Chapter D’s Tech Day
Brian & Laurie
O'Brien’s house

Shooting Star
Café
15

16

17

18

19

The Osceola Outpost
Ride following
Breakfast

Shooting Star
Café
22

23

29

30

24

25

26
Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm

27

28

April 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Ice cream Ride
TBD

4

5 TCLOC / PLP
with Chpt. D at
Green Lakes
State Park
Rain Date

6

7

8

9

10
Ice cream Ride
TBD

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Ice cream Ride
TBD

18

19 Paddlefest
Old Forge NY

20 Miracle Ride
at the Spinning
Wheel Restaurant

21

22

23

24
Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm

25

26

28

29

30

31

7384 Thompson Rd.
N. Syracuse, NY

27

May 2012
5

6

Check Last Page for
Printable
Registration Form
A couple of photos from the Training Day on
3-17-12 in Batavia
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