GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
February 2012 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Mike Stiger
Rider Education Director:
Tony Van Schaick
Region B Directors
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
Asst. District Directors
Bob & Cathy Turner
Gary & Donna Cork
District Educators
Al & Emily Stahl
Asst Educator
John & Pam Van Deusen
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Tim & Eileen Guile
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Jim & Sharon Learned

Latest News from the N.Y. District:
http://gwrra-ny.org/news.htm
GWRRA National’s News Letters
http://gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Asst. Director: TBA
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer12@gmail.com
2011 Chapter Couple: Jim & Sharon Learned
Sunshine Coordinator & MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: TBA

Dash 4 Cash
Points
as of 02-01-2012
1 points
Birthdays:

Feb. 18 Beverly Miner
Feb. 26 William Gillett
Anniversaries:
????????????????
????????????????

Congratulations to All!
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Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

made based on what will benefit everyone and contribute
to the Chapter. Please let us know your thoughts - spread
the word.
Upcoming Events/Rides -- State and National
(mark your calendar):
2/12/12: Seminar/Chili Cookout at Chittenango Fire
Department at 9:30 a.m. for coffee; fun seminars; Team
Riding and Co-Rider classes with chili eats at 1 p.m.;
Bring something to pass; e.g., your favorite chili, bread,
desert, or a surprise that goes with chili. [ See page 7 ]
5/12/12: Combined Chapters D & T Tech Day with
Parking Lot Practice (PLP) at Green Lakes State Park.
[ See page 8 ]

Greetings!
Happy New Year to all our Chapter T members,
sponsors, the readers of our Newsletter. Lets hope this
year is a safe and healthy one for you and your families.
There were 23 members/guests in attendance who
braved the potential of a winter storm brewing. Our next
gathering will be on February 23, 2012. Mark your calendar to join us. Bring a friend and guests are encouraged.
Meetings last about one hour, are informational, and FUN,
while stressing safety.
A portion of this meeting was to acknowledge Al &
Linda Yerdon (past chapter Director)
for the hard work and personal effort
they demonstrated as leaders of the
Chapter T Tornado Twisters. Al &
Linda have been performing duties of
Assistant Director and on the Director
for this Chapter for the past five years
(2 years as Assistant and 3 years as Director.)
More importantly they did their duties voluntarily and
with integrity and character.
Several attendees at this meeting stood up and articulated their shared good times, road trips and/or memories
of Al & Linda. Both have indicated they will remain active with our chapter. THANKS AGAIN, Al and Linda.
Next we heard from members of the members of the
Chapter T team who gave their reports. Of particular interest was the reprinted article by our Ride Educator, Jim
Thayer, entitled 'The Sting'. If you didn't get a chance to
read this article in the January 2012 newsletter, you should
do yourself a favor and look it over. You may or may not
be surprised to see how different states and cities are collecting tons of money from motorists who actually didn't
do anything wrong.
Coincidentally, my AAA magazine for February has
a similar article regarding 'Red-Light Cameras' used by
many cities to raise cash for local governments. Therefore, if you are planning on riding your wing around the
country this summer, you can be pre-warned.
What's this season's Ride/Activity schedule going to
look like? Well, that is up to 'you' -the members- and your
wishes and desires. Is there a favorite ride/activity you
have done in the past that you'd like to do again? Has anyone heard about a new adventure that we can explore? Is
there a preferred day or time of the week that is better for
you? Do you like small group rides - let's say 6 or less?
or do you favor larger groups?
Our Ride Coordinator, Davis Gibbs, or any other
Chapter T team member would like to hear from you.
Please call or e mail anyone of us to voice your opinion/
concerns. Once we hear your feelings, a decision will be

6/5 thru 6/9/12: Americade, Lake George, NY.
6/10 thru 6/16/12: Laconia Bike Week
7/4 thru 7/7/12: Wing Ding, Fort Wayne, Indiana
7/12 thru 7/14/12: Vermont Convention, Rutland, Vermont
7/15/12: Ride for Kids
8/16 thru 8/18/12: NY/NJ Bi-State Convention, Mt. Olive, NJ
9/6 thru 9/8/12: PA Convention, Gettysburg, PA.
9/21 thru 9/23/12: NY District 'Rideout', Lake George, NY
*Additional Information and details will be forthcoming.

January 26th winner of 50/50 Raffle: Congratulations to Sharon Learned. (Jim may get some.)
Thank you to all contributors.
*We have 1 Dash for Cash point to date.
*( ) days until spring!
*Next gathering: 2/23/2012
*Support our sponsors
*Please drive safe
Thank you.
Dave & Linda
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between the car
ahead and you. At
70 mph you are
covering approximately 100 feet per
second, which is a
convenient mental
tool for calculating
following distance.
Counting "one potato, two potato..."
while approaching
a stationary reference point helps calibrate your brain, too.
Since one of the least endearing qualities of modern drivers is their irrational love of tailgating, a wellcalibrated brain goes a long way toward keeping you
out of trouble. The average driver's poor mathematical understanding makes it tough. Running up against
the next car's bumper in traffic decreases his average
speed and that of all the vehicles behind him. He'd be
better off going slow and keeping his distance than
constantly stopping and starting. Tell that to distracted commuters:
If they aren't darting from lane to lane, they're out
of gas by the side of the road or waiting in the middle
for the cops to show up after rear-ending some poor
soul.
If an offending motorist is following too closely,
try varying your speed. Slow down until the driver
passes, or build some distance between the one ahead
and you, then gradually speed up. When the offensive
one catches back up, slow down again to rebuild your
safety margin. Bozo will soon take his clown act
somewhere else. If that doesn't work, pull off the road
and wait for the joker to pass.
Here's one more for the road: Assume most drivers
are malevolent idiots until proven otherwise. Underestimating the skills, intent and prevailing attention
level of your fellow motorists makes you appreciate
competent, decent drivers all the more. Choosing the
best lane position is a moment-by-moment decision,
so stay tuned-in to your riding environment. Hope for
the best but plan for the worst, even if it happens right
in front of you.

LANE POSSITION

H

ow many lanes are there on a two-lane road?
Trick question? Not really...

Motorcycle Safety Foundation instructors describe
a motorcyclist's "lane" as being broken into left. middle and right, but that's just the beginning. It would be
more accurate to say a singletrack vehicle can occupy
an infinite number of segments in a given space.
Practically speaking. the number of locations a bike
can occupy in one 12-foot-wide lane is huge.
Experienced riders have a variety of lane-position
rules and superstitions. Depending on the situation,
you can be in one place or another, from the edge of
the shoulder to the middle of the road. For instance, at
dusk and dawn you want to be on the lookout for deer
and other critters, which means avoiding the right
side of the lane. Of course, that theory assumes the
roadway is more alien to animals than the roadside.
Being closer to the middle of the road gives oncoming vehicles a better chance of seeing you. When
you're following a semi, SUV or some other oversized fuel-drain, riding near the centerline can prevent
an oncoming vehicle from attempting an ill-timed
pass.
Practice the outside-inside-outside "racing line" in
corners, entering as far to the outside as possible so
you have the space and time to make corrections. Delayed apexes are great, too, particularly in blind corners. The later you define a curve's apex, the sooner
you can see the exit and get back on the gas.
Managing lane position is a two-dimensional tactic. Extra distance is your friend in traffic because it
gives you extra time to figure out your next move and
make it. The MSF recommends allowing 2-4 seconds

MC
Article sourced from Motor Cyclist / Jan 2012
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Administrator
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

TECH CORNER

Or call the toll-free Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236 (TTY 1800-424-9153), or go to http:// www.safercar.gov

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL NOTICE
2001 - 2012 GL1800/A
December 19, 2011
January 2012

What to do if you feel this notice is in error.
Registration records show that you are the current owner or lessee of a 2001 to 2010 and 2012 model year GL1800/A motorcycle involved in this recall. If this is not the case, or the name/
address information is not correct, complete, sign, and return the
enclosed, postage-paid Information Change Card. We will then
update our recall records. If prior to receiving this notice, you
paid to have the secondary master cylinder replaced, you may be
eligible for reimbursement. Please refer to the enclosed Request
for Reimbursement form for eligibility requirements and the reimbursement procedure.

IMPORTANT SAFETY RECALL NOTICE
Dear GL1800/A Owner:
This notice is sent to you in accordance with the requirements of
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act.

What is the reason for this notice?
Honda has decided that a defect which relates to motor vehicle
safety exists in some 2001 to 2010 and 2012 model year
GL1800/A motorcycles. Under certain conditions there is a possibility that the combined braking system’s secondary master
cylinder may cause the rear brake to drag. Unexpected braking
increases the risk of a crash, and riding the motorcycle with the
rear brake dragging may generate enough heat to cause the rear
brake to catch fire.

Lesser Information
Federal law requires that any vehicle lessor receiving this
recall notice must forward a copy of this notice to the lessee
within 10 days.
We apologize for any inconvenience this campaign may
cause you.
Sincerely, American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Motorcycle Division

How do I get this defect repaired free of
charge?
Call any authorized Honda motorcycle dealer and make an appointment to have your motorcycle inspected and, if necessary,
the secondary master cylinder replaced, free of charge. While
the inspection may be completed in less than 30 minutes, you
may need to leave your motorcycle with the dealer for approximately three days. If replacement of the secondary master cylinder is necessary, the dealer will contact Honda for a replacement
part that will be delivered in two to three days. Upon receipt of
the part, replacing the secondary master cylinder may be completed in approximately one hour. Please plan to leave your motorcycle for several days to allow the dealer flexibility in scheduling.
For assistance with locating a Honda Motorcycle dealer, you
may call Honda Motorcycle Customer Support at 1-866-7841870 or use the “find a dealer” option on http://www.
powersports.honda.com

Note:
As Jack reminded us at the meeting. If you
have a way to get your Wing to a dealer for
this service in the next month, you can beat
the rush that will happen in the spring.

Who to contact if you experience problems
If you are not satisfied with the service you receive from your
Honda dealer, you may write to or call:
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Motorcycle Customer Service
Mail Stop 100-4C-7B
1919 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90501-2746
1-866-784-1870
If you believe that American Honda or the dealer has failed
or is unable to remedy the defect in your motorcycle, without
charge and within a reasonable period of time (60 days from the
date you first contact the dealer for a repair appointment), you
may submit a complaint to:
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2

February 2012
5

6

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

Shooting Star
Café
8

9
Shooting Star
Café

12 D’s Chili Cookout 13

14

15

16

& Seminar

Doors open 9:30 am

Shooting Star
Café

Seminars start at 10:00 am

Lunch at 1:00 pm

Chittenango Fire Station

19

20

21

22

23
Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Gathering-7:00 pm

26

27

Sun

28

Mon

29

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

March 2012
4

5

6

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

16

17

Shooting Star
Café

7

8
Shooting Star
Café

11

12

13

14

15

Western N.Y.
Training Day

Shooting Star
Café
18

19

20

21

22
Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel

(Check news letter
pages 9&10)

23

24

30

31

Dinner—6:00 pm
Gathering-7:00 pm

25

26

27

28

29
Shooting Star
Café
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WHAT IS IT?
A lot of you will know what make & model this bike
is, but can you identify the year and model number?
I will give any one with the correct answer a free 50/50
ticket if you bring me the answer written with your
name on paper upon arrival to the next meeting.
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7

8

Registration form
on next page.
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