GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
September 2011 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Mike Stiger
COO OF INB:
Melissa Eason
Region B Directors
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
Asst. District Directors
Bob & Cathy Turner
Gary & Donna Cork
District Educators
Al & Emily Stahl
Asst Educator
TBA
District Leadership Trainer
Tim & Eileen Guile
District MAD Coordinators-TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
NY District Website:
http://gwrra-ny.org/

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Whitey

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Al & Linda Yerdon 315-599-7725 \ goldwing4042@hughes.net
Asst. Director: David & Linda Fletcher 315-865-4458 \ fletch98@dreamscape.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Jim Thayer \ jthayer1@twcny.rr.com
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer1@twcny.rr.com
2011 Chapter Couple: Jim & Sharon Learned
Sunshine Coordinator & MEC: Linda Clemens 315-762-4339 \lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens \ cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
Photographer: TBA

Dash 4 Cash
Points
as of 8-2-11
19 points

Birthdays:
Sept.-3 Lester Bennett
Sept.-5 Mary Ann Bennett
Sept.-12 Alvin Yerdon
Sept.-23-38 Bud Combs
Anniversaries:
Sept.-13-1969 Jack & Joan Bisgrove

Congratulations to All!
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Our monthly meeting was held at
the Vienna Hotel on August 25, 2011
with 24 members in attendance. Our next meeting will be held
on September 22, 2011 at the vienna Hotel, located at Routes 13
& 49. Come join us for a bite to eat at 6 p.m. with the Chapter's
meeting to follow at 7 p.m. Bring a friend! Guests are encouraged.
One of our special guests
this evening was Kathy
Degroff, the District Treasurer, and her friend Jerry.
Member Trish Thayer's
son, Tim Guernsey, from
Louisiana and Dave and
Linda Fletcher's grandson,
Cody, also attended.
There was a 'presentation'
by past member Leo Naylas, from Taberg regarding the Onondaga Ski Club. The Ski
Club owns a lodge near Sugarbush Mountain in Vermont, which
is about 3 1/2-4 hour drive. The ski club is seeking ways to utilize their lodge in other than ski season. They are willing to rent
the lodge to responsible adults who will respect their investment.
The Lodge rental costs can be very reasonable by increasing the
number of Chapter T (other chapter) members willilng to spend
a couple nights. Think of the possibilities...more discussion will
follow at our Chapter meeting (s).
The Third Annual Bi-State (NY/NJ) Convention, held in
Liverpool this year, was reported as a huge success. Some of
our members took advantage of the education classes which
were held, some purchased jackets and/or parts; while others
had pin striping added to their 'rides'. Chapter T had a very successful Hospitality Room for those who attended and needed a
place to convene, renew friendships, make new friends, swap
ride stories or to have a laugh or two. THANK YOU to Al &
Linda Yerdon, Jim & Trish Thayer, and Clark & Linda Clemens
for all the work and effort that goes into such a task and in
bringing attention to our Chapter.
On August 27th we have a planned ride to Redfield, Route
17, to the Reservoir Inn - one of our sponsors. About 20 members indicated they would be participating in this breakfast ride;
meeting there at 9:30 a.m.
On September 11th, the tenth year anniversary of 9-l-l, the
Camden Cycle Riders will sponsor a 40 mile ride for Operation
Freedom Park. This event is to raise funds for the development
of a 'Freedom Park' to honor the fallen soldiers from Oneida
County - currently there are eleven. Any future soldiers from
Oneida County to loose their life for us in combat will be honored with their name being added to the Freedom Park Memorial
Wall, Mexico Street, Camden, NY. Registration begins at 11 a.
m. at the Andy Walters Building with kick-stands up at 1 p.m.
Lunch will be served at the Camden American Legion, Post #66
with music by Sons of the Queen. $20.00 per motorcycle/car/
truck; $5.00 per passenger.
On September 17th Jim & Trish Thayer will lead a ride to
Bob's Bar-B-Q, with a special stop at the Chocolate Factory in
Marcellus. Meet at Camden Tops parking lot before 9 a.m.

Hi!
Summer was a long time getting here, but it is on its way
out already.
Assistant Director David Fletcher ran the August Gathering
and I think he is doing a great job.
We had breakfast at Reservoir Inn on 8-27-11. It was a
nice day for a ride and there were 20 GWRRA members that
turned out. Plus one guest (Trish Thayer’s son Tim from Louisiana). Many of the attendees rode to Lowville NY to the Honda
dealer there, after breakfast. Eileen Roosa owner of Reservoir
Inn and waitress Jen Carew are in the picture of the group.

Everybody seemed to have had a good breakfast.
I was told it was a good ride to Lowville. The weather was
nice and they just took their time.
I hope everybody stays safe and well until we see you
again.
Alvin and Linda Chapter T Director
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Meet a Road Rash
Publish date: Jun 8, 2007
Survivor
By: Guido Ebert
Riders can't insulate themselves from death or
dismemberment. But wearing the proper riding
gear can help lessen whatever injuries result when a crash occurs.
Brittany Morrow learned that lesson the hard way.
In September 2005, Morrow, a 22-year-old Albuquerque, N.M.,
resident, climbed on the back of a 2004 Suzuki GSX-R750 operated by
her friend, Shaun. She was an "experienced" passenger, but hadn't ridden in a while.
"I was excited to be on a sportbike, even if it was as a passenger,
after a long streak of no riding whatsoever," Morrow recalls.
She shed her prescription glasses for a pair of regular sunglasses
and her cowboy hat for an oversized helmet. She put on a pair of Capristyle jeans and some tennis shoes, and threw on a sweatshirt over her
bikini. Off they went.
Forty-five minutes into the ride she started having to fight the
wind to stay on the bike behind Shaun, without pulling on him too
much.
And then it happened.
"I felt a rush of wind hit my face like a brick, and our bodies
separated in an instant," she recalls. "My visor had come completely
open, and the force pulled on my face and helmet so hard that it sent my
head up and backwards."
The force ripped her entire body off the back seat. "I remember
thinking that if I grabbed Shaun's T-shirt, I would pull him down with
me, but it was already too late to try and grab hold of him."
Brittany hit the pavement. "It was as if every breath I had ever
taken rushed out of me in an instant," she says. "I could feel every inch
of my body hitting the road, tumbling, sliding and grinding into the
unforgiving surface. In a matter of seconds I had come to the conclusion that I was going to die, and I was OK with it. I knew this was far
worse than anything I had ever gone through, and I was convinced I
would not live to see the next day."
She closed her eyes as she continued her 522-foot tumble down
Highway 550. "I never lost consciousness," she says, "but I remember
wishing that I had."
At first, she couldn't feel anything. A few moments passed and
she tried to move. "I could tell that I had lost my left shoe. I noticed that
my knees were uncovered when the little pieces of what I thought were
gravel scraped against my skin, only to find out later that they were my
actual kneecaps grinding against the pavement below them. I could
smell my blood as it pooled beneath me on the road.
"By the time the ambulance came and [they] rolled me onto my
back, removed my helmet and called for the helicopter, I felt as if I had
been cooking on the street for hours. Every nerve ending in my body
was on fire."
The Injuries
Morrow spent
the next two months
in the hospital fighting the direct (and
indirect) results of
the fall. She had
third-degree road
rash burns on 55
percent of her body.
She lost nearly half
of her left breast.
She severed tendons
in her left pinky finger and dislocated her right big toe.

The NY District Ride Out Weekend will be held September 23-25 at Lake George, sponsored by Chapter N and in conjunction with the Adirondack Balloon Festival. We need six
members plus photo for points.
Schedule: -Friday, September 23rd: Meet and Greet, at
5 p.m. at Floyd Bennett Airport - 60+ balloons,
7 p.m. Ice cream social around firepit at Country Cottages
and Motel, both are free.
-Saturday, September 24th: 6:30 a.m. 90+ balloons at
Floyd Bennett Airport *free*, 10:30 a.m. -guided tour, 80
miles, Railroads on Parade $9.00 each, 11 a.m. - guided tour of
Adirondack Mountains, 125-150 miles *free* Both tours will
end at Country Cottages and Motel for a BBQ at 3 p.m. which is
$12.50 per person.
-Sunday, September 25th: 6:30 a.m. 90+ balloons at Floyd
Bennett Airport *free*, 8 a.m. breakfast send off at Elk's Club,
Queensbury, NY, $7.00.
The Massena/Eisenhower Lock ride was held on August
20th and went very well with nine members making the day
long ride. The scenery was exceptional along the sea-way and
we did get to see a large personal yacht owned by a member of
the Ford family as well as a huge lock-filling ship. (Pictures are
on the web site.)
Ride for Kids: Sharon Learned shared a heartfelt story
about one of the kids she became acquainted with named 'Josh'.
This is the individual she had previously given her Ride For
Kids jacket to. Sharon brought in some music CD's that Josh had
been involved with (writing lyrics) which were made available
for purchase. To purchase or donate, please contact Sharon.
Congratulations to Jim & Sharon Learned, Chapter T Couple of the Year, who took second place at the NY/NJ State Convention, held in Liverpool.
Training Sheets (rider levels): Jim reminded everyone to
please make an extra effort to get the sheets completed and returned to him. Jim will evaluate them to assess what your current level is and work with you to achieve your next level.
50/50 Raffle Winner: 'Whitey' - thanks to all who participated!
Web Master, Clark Clemens, has offered his skill and expertise to any Chapter T members who would like to improve
their computer skills.
In brief:
-Ring of Lights on Lake Delta, at dusk, Sept. 4th
-Boonville Park, Renaissance Fair, Sept. 10th and 11th
-Next meeting: Sept. 22nd
** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS **
** HAVE FUN **
**RIDE SAFE **
by David Fletcher, Chapter T
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NY T Rider Education Page Continued
Morrow also suffered a large amount of blood loss and ended up
contracting pneumonia, a urinary tract infection, pseudomonas infections, a blood infection, a blood clot in one of her legs, yeast infections
and anemia.
She endured three blood transfusions (with one adverse reaction),
eight surgeries, 31 conscious sedations, countless skin debridements,
and full-thickness skin grafts. There
were only two places on her entire
body that could be used to harvest
healthy skin for the grafts.
"Multiply your worst skinned knee by
fifty, add it to 55 percent of your body
and then let someone suck on it with a
handheld vacuum for 24 hours a day;
only then will you know what it is to
experience a wound vacuum
[treatment] on a fresh skin graft," she
says.
Worse yet were the dressing changes.
The burns on her back, chest, rib cage, side and stomach couldn't be
grafted for the first three weeks, so the bandages on those areas acted
as her skin. "Every time the doctors changed my dressings, it was as if
they were ripping off my skin," she says on her MySpace web page.
"The oxygen hitting the open burns was enough to make me scream."
The pain never completely subsided, unless she was sleeping, that
is, and she had nightmares of the accident every time she slept. She
took 20 pills a day for the pain and to fight infection. Eventually, the
meds made her hair fall out. She endured months and months of physical therapy.
It has been nearly two years since she fell off that motorcycle,
and she's still recovering. "I'm still healing, and will be for the rest of
my life," she tells Dealernews. "After an accident like mine, the body
never fully recovers. I'm in pain every day. I'm extremely sensitive to
touch and temperature, and the itching never subsided. But what makes
the biggest impact is that I will never
really be 'normal' again, regardless of
how I feel. And that's something that
gets noticed by everyone, not just
me."
Riding Again
It's a testament to Morrow's constitution and her love of riding that, less
than two years after the fall, she's
back on a motorcycle. And this time,
she's in charge.
"It wasn't until after the accident that
I knew I had to get my own motorcycle, or I would never be completely
[emotionally] healed," she says.
Morrow is now a trained and licensed
rider. She owns two motorcycles, a
Yamaha R6 and a Honda
CBR600F4i. She takes part in track
days, and is learning to stunt ride.
She even works on her bikes.
This past January, she made her story
public. Images from the accident and
of her injuries were posted on the Internet -- published the first personal
account. Since then, Brittany's story has been published in at least 20
different languages.
Today, Morrow is a protective apparel spokesperson for Icon. She
also designs for and is an investor in an online sportbike streetwear
company that markets under the names AdrenalineLimit.com and RokkitGirl.com. She's also purchased the rights to TheRoadRashQueen.com
and plans to fill the website with her and others' experiences while urging people to wear proper gear every time they ride.

"I've just started getting into making appearances and speaking in
front of groups to talk about my experiences and recovery while urging
others to wear the proper gear," she says. "If my story can teach someone the importance of gear without ever making them feel the agony of
third-degree burns, then I will feel successful.
"I know I can't reach everyone and save every future road rash
victim, but I can sure try my best," she continues. "All I want is to
know that I tried in every way to ensure no one ever has to go through
what I went through. I see girls in skirts and high heels jump on the
back of a bike and never even realize what they would experience if
something went wrong."
These days, Morrow looks for helmets that are both DOT- and
Snell-approved. Apparel -- Impact protection is critical. "It's a product
like armor that helps prevent major accidents from turning into fatalities," she says.
Morrow wears both leather and textile apparel, and makes sure
the quality and fit are perfect for her. Safety trumps style. "Looking
good once I'm out of my gear is what is most important, and that's the
reason I choose quality over style," she says.
How Dealers Can Help
Rider training courses are valuable teaching lessons, but they're
only for riders seeking endorsements on their licenses. Many passengers are left uninformed, and they're too trusting of the operator.
"Because passengers don't have to have any special licensing or
class to take in order to hop on the back of a bike, most don't take into
consideration protective gear, because they just don't know what could
happen and how important gear really is," Morrow says.
That's where the motorcycle industry comes in. "My pictures
have huge shock factor. People need to see what happens, and that
means all riders, not just passengers," she notes.
Morrow suggests that the nationwide Motorcycle Safety Foundation course could include accident photos in its curriculum. "Not to
scare people," she adds, "but to show them what can happen to anyone
at any time."
She urges dealers to share her story with their customers and
teach them the life-saving benefits of wearing proper protective gear.
(Dealers are encouraged to download the two poster images and post
them in their departments.)
"Personal testimony is the only teacher that comes close to making a point like the lesson learned from personal experience," Morrow
says. "My job now is to share that personal experience, and I wouldn't
have it any other way."
For more on body armor, helmets and other protective apparel, consult
your June issue of Dealernews and the special polybagged supplement,
Gear 2007: The Helmet and Apparel Handbook, featuring Brittany
Morrow on the cover.
__________________________________________________
Thank you NY Chapter F for circulating this article so we might
use it in our news letter.
NY Chpt. T N.L. Editor Jim & Trish Thayer
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The GWRRA Rider Education Levels Program is intended to make the motorcycle environment safer by reducing injuries and fatalities by increasing motorcyclist
skills and awareness through education and training. The
Rider Education Levels Program does not propose to have
all the answers. However, our close-working relationship
with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF), as well as
additional GWRRA programs and studies, has provided a
wealth of information for use in establishing a comprehensive Rider Education Levels Program. Through Commitment, Education and Application we can reduce our accident rate significantly. Thus, we do our part to aid in
Member Retention.
Listed below are several benefits of a fully implemented
GWRRA Rider Education Levels Program:
' Increased rider knowledge
' Increased rider safety skills
' Prevention of accidents
' Reduced injuries
' Reduced fatalities
' Improved general public image of motorcyclists
' Enhanced enjoyment of motorcycle riding
The motorcycle community is already realizing many positive benefits from the GWRRA Rider Education Levels
Program.
Through the efforts of the Rider Education Officers and
participation of the membership and others, we continue
to strive to reach our goal of establishing the safest motorcycle environment possible.

GL1500 for Sale:
Excellent Condition Classic with
new Progressive Fork Springs & seals
CompuFire Alternator & Gel battery
CB, Reverse, trailer hitch & fog lights
Hartco Seat, drivers back rest, arm rests
1998 style headlight system,
Markland floor boards & toe heel shifter
& too much chrome to mention here
Email Jack at ( bisgrove@twcny.rr.com ) for
pictures and full description.
For Sale 2002 Honda GL 1800 Trike
2002 Honda GL 1800 with a 2002 MotorTrike kit: $21,000 OBO

OUR SLOGAN:

Safety Is For Life
OUR MISSION:

To Save Lives Through Quality,
World Class Education
Bike has 45,XXX miles, 5.5 degree rake, new tires front and rear,
Tulsa and stock windshields, Utopia back rest, CB, nerf bar, trailer
hitch, driving lights, some additional purple lights, heated grips (non
OEM). Pictures attached.

I have put a chart on the back page to help visualize the the levels and there progression.

Dottie is moving to a Spyder with its power steering due to her twin
shoulder operations.
The dealer will take a trade but we thought it might make some
GWRRA member a good Trike.
Feel free to call or email.
Ed Bahrenburg gwrra.ed.dottie@gmail.com or 607-427-8777.
Can be seen at the PA Convention next week.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

September 2011

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Ice Cream Ride
T.B.A.
by phone tree

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
Ice Cream Ride
T.B.A.
by phone tree

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
Ice Cream Ride
T.B.A.
by phone tree

16

17 Ride to Bob’s
Barbeque. Leaving
Fastrac in Phoenix
on 264 at 10:00 am
Sunday rain date

18

19

20

21

22

Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm

23

25

26

27

28

29
Ice Cream Ride
T.B.A.
by phone tree
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

24

Fri

Sat
1

October 2011
2

3

4

5

6
Shooting Star
Café

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
Shooting Star
Café

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
Shooting Star
Café

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm

7

8

9

10

