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Dash 4 Cash
Points
Birthdays:

as of 04-28-11
11 points

A Belated Happy Birthday to Davis Gibbs
Back on April 9
May 10 Linda Yerdon
May 12 Clark Clemens
May 27 Patricia A. Thayer
Anniversaries:
May-10 Gordon & Beverly Miner,

Congratulations to All!
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner
Clark & Linda Clemens

Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

May 8th

Hi, everyone,
Had our Gathering April 28th 2011 at the Vienna Hotel
at 7:00 PM. Some members rode their motorcycles. There
were 28 members and one guest in attendance.
Our Web Master Clark Clemens won the 50-50 draw.
We had a guest from out of state, Steve Woodin from
Centerville, Ohio.
Jim Thayer our Rider Ed talked about T-Clock inspections, that he had a write up on in last month’s paper.
Dave Secor our Tech Adviser had an article on windshield care. The article will be in this month’s paper.
Progressive Dinner Ride May 28th. We need a head
count ahead of time. We are asking for a $5.00 a couple
fee up front. This five dollars will be returned if you show
up. This is because people say they’re coming, then we
buy enough food for these people and then many don’t
show up. We have talked about this before! There are circumstances that can’t be helped some times, we understand that. Just let us know ahead of time.
The month of May starts our ice cream rides, on Thursday nights. We are in need of input for these rides. Please
use the phone tree to get them started.
On May 1st 10 of us rode to Brook’s BBQ and met up
with NY Chapter G. We had 4 Trike’s, ridden there by Bill
and Rosie, Clark and Linda, Lester and MaryAnn, and Alvin and Linda. Bev and Gordon met up with us there. The
weather was very nice and we really enjoyed the ride, well
most of it. We had trouble with one bike coming back into
Hamilton and had to go get a truck with a lift to retrieve it.
May 7th. Tech Day at Alvin and Linda’s. 10:00 am.
Bring dish to pass. Ice Tea, Lemonade, and coffee will be
supplied. Chapter T and Chapter D will supply hamburgers and hot dogs.
May 22nd. Miracle Ride at the Spinning Wheel Restaurant, Taft Rd., North Syracuse, NY at the . We need six
card carrying members to get points.
First Aid Course May 29th. N. Syracuse fire Dept.
May 30th. Parade in North Bay (Vienna) meet at Y Hill
8:30AM if you want to go together line up at 9:00AM.
June 9-12 Americade in Lake George.
June 18th. Rt. 80 Ride with Dave Fletcher.

Thoughts of “Motherhood”
(Submitted by: Trish Thayer)

Mean Moms
Someday when my children are old enough to understand the logic
that motivates a parent, I will tell them:
I loved you enough...to ask where you were going, with whom and
what time you would be home.
I loved you enough...to insist that you save your money and buy a
bike for yourself even though we could afford to buy it for you.
I loved you enough...to be silent and let you discover that your new
best friend was a creep.
I loved you enough… to make you go pay for the bubble gum you
had taken and tell the clerk, “I stole this yesterday and want tp pay
for it”.
I loved you enough...to stand over you for two hours while you
cleaned your room, a job that should have taken 15 minutes.
I loved you enough...to let you see anger, disappointment and tears in
my eyes. Children must learn that their parents aren’t perfect.
I loved you enough...to let you assume the responsibility for your
actions... even when the penalties were so harsh they almost broke
my heart.
But most of all, I loved you enough...to say NO when I knew you
would hate me for it.
Those were the most difficult battles of all. I’m glad I won them,
because in the end you won, too. And someday when your children
are old enough to understand the logic that motivates parents, you
will tell them!
Was your Mom mean? I know mine was. We had the meanest
mother in the whole world! While other kids ate candy for breakfast,
we had to have cereal, eggs and toast. When others had Pepsi and a
Twinkie for lunch, we had to eat sandwiches. And you can guess our
mother fixed us a dinner that was different from what other kids had,
too.
Mother insisted on knowing where we were at all times. You’d
think we were convicts in a prison. She had to know who our friends
were and what we were doing with them. She insisted that if we said
we would be gone for an hour, we would be gone for an hour or less.
We were ashamed to admit it, but she had the nerve to break the
Child Labor Laws by making us work. We had to wash dishes, make
the beds, learn to cook, vacuum the floor, do laundry, empty the trash
and all sorts of cruel jobs. I think she would lie awake at night thinking of more things for us to do.
She always insisted on telling us the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. By the time we were teenagers, she could read
our minds. Then life got really tough! Mother wouldn’t let our
friends just honk the horn when they drove up. They had to come up
to the door so she could meet them. While everyone else could date
when they were 12 or 13, we had to wait until we were 16.
Because of our mother, we missed out on a lot of things other kids
experienced. None of us have ever been caught shoplifting, vandalizing other’s property or even arrested for any crime.
It was her fault. Now that we have left home, we are all educated
honest adults. We are doing our best to be mean parents just like
Mom was. I think that is what’s wrong with the world today. It just
doesn’t have enough mean Moms!!!

NY Chapter T Director Alvin & Linda Yerdon

A Reminder from your MEC
Linda Clemens
A reminder to Chapter T members to check the
expiration dates of your memberships. Some of
our members are due for renewal this month.
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15 Riding-In-Traffic Tips

pedal. To minimize reach time, always keep a finger
or two on the brake lever and your right toe close to
the rear brake pedal. When that cell phone-yakking
dorkus cuts across your path trying to get to the 7Eleven for a burrito supreme, you'll be ready.

By The Motorcyclist Staff
Photography by Kevin Wing
Close your eyes and recall your last ride in
heavy traffic. Imagine the vehicles surrounding you,
crowding you, cutting you off. Imagine yourself monitoring closing speeds, reading street signs, noticing
and anticipating traffic lights. Then imagine guessing
what pedestrians will do, or how slippery that painted
line might be. And those drivers with cell phones,
newspapers or screaming kids to deal with imagine
trying to guess what they're going to do.

5. Be noticed
Make sure drivers and pedestrians can see you,
even from a distance. Ride with your high beam on
during the day (as a courtesy, turn it off when sitting
behind someone at a light), and wear brightly colored
gear, especially your helmet and jacket. Aerostich's
Hi Vis yellow suits and jackets aren't just hugely conspicuous, they've also become fashionable, so now
you don't have an excuse.

Riding in traffic can be a nightmare, especially
for street-riding newcomers. Is it any wonder so
many motorcyclists crash and burn while riding on
congested streets? It's amazing how many different
tasks motorcyclists deal with on a normal trafficchoked commute. Doing it successfully means processing a multitude of items at once and reacting correctly to each. Doing it wrong can mean road-kill of
the human kind. Here are 15 smart strategies for
dealing with traffic-choked streets.
1. Watch drivers' heads and mirrors
Watching the head movements of drivers
through their windows and mirrors is an excellent
way to anticipate sudden moves. Most drivers won't
lunge left or right without first moving their heads one
way or another (even if they don't check their mirrors).

6. Be ready with the power
In traffic, ride in a gear lower than you normally
would so your bike is ready to jump forward instantly
if asked. (Not everyone rides open-class twins, after
all.) Doing so gives you the option of leaping ahead
instead of being limited to just using the brakes when
that pickup suddenly moves over. The higher revs
might also alert more cagers to your presence.

2. Trust your mirrors, but not totally
Your bike's mirrors can be lifesavers, but they
don't always tell the entire story even if they're adjusted properly. In traffic, always buttress your mirrorgenerated rear view with a glance over the appropriate shoulder. Do it quickly and you'll add an extra
measure of rear-view and blind-spot knowledge to
your info-gathering tasks.

7. Traffic slowing? Stay left (or right)
When traffic slows suddenly, stay to the left or
right of the car in front of you. This will give you an
escape route if needed. It will also help keep you
from becoming a hood ornament if the car behind
you fails to stop in time. Once you've stopped, be
ready--clutch in, your bike in gear and your eyes on
the mirrors. You never know.

3. Never get between a vehicle and an off ramp
This sounds almost too simple, but drivers who
decide to exit at the last minute kill plenty of riders
each year. The simple rule, then, is to never position
yourself between a vehicle and an off ramp. Passing
on the right is generally a no-no, but in this day and
age it's sometimes necessary. So if you do it, do so
between exits or cross-streets.

8. Practice the scan
Constantly scanning your entire environment
while riding--from instruments to mirrors to the road
ahead to blind spots to your left and right rear--keeps
you aware and in touch with your situation, and
therefore better able to react. Dwelling on one area
too long--watching only behind or in front of you, for
instance--is just begging for trouble.

4. Cover your brakes
In traffic you must often react extra quickly,
which means not fumbling for the brake lever or
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9. Left-turn treachery

15. Running interference

When approaching an oncoming car that's
stopped and about to turn left, be ready. Your brights
should be on so the driver can see you (during the
day), but don't rely on this to save you. Watch the
car's wheels or the driver's hands on the steering
wheel; if you see movement, be ready to brake,
swerve or accelerate, whichever seems best for the
situation.

This one's easy, and we'll bet most of you already do it: Let larger vehicles run interference for
you when negotiating intersections. If the bonehead
coming toward you from the left or right is going to
blow the light, better they hit the box van next to you,
right? For the same reasons, don't lunge through an
intersection as soon as the light turns green. Be patient, and use the vehicles next to you as cover.

10. Study the surface
Add asphalt conditions to your scan. Be on the
lookout for spilled oil, antifreeze or fuel; it'll usually
show up as shiny pavement. Also keep an eye out
for gravel and/or sand, which is usually more difficult
to see. Use your sense of smell, too; often you can
smell spilled diesel fuel before your tires discover
how slippery the stuff is.

TECH CORNER with Dave Secor
With very few exceptions, little by little,
motorcycle riders clean their windshields to
death. Take a stroll around the parking lot
outside a restaurant where a motorcycle
gathering is going on. Look through all the
windshields. Except for the brand new machines, almost every windshield shows evidence of well-intentioned abuse by the bikes
' owners. (While that's what keeps those of
us in the business of supplying aftermarket
windshields and accessories in business, it's
largely unnecessary and can be avoided with
a bit of care.) Sure, you need to keep your
windshield clean, both for appearances and
safety, but you don't need to go about it the
wrong way!

11. Ride in open zones
Use your bike's power and maneuverability to
ride in open zones in traffic. In any grouping of vehicles there are always some gaps; find these and ride
in them. Doing so will separate you from fourwheelers, give you additional room to maneuver and
allow you to keep away from dangerous blind spots.
And vary your speed. Riding along with the flow can
make you invisible to other drivers, especially in
heavy traffic.
12. Use that thumb
Get into the habit of canceling your turn signals
often regardless of the traffic situation. A blinking signal might tell drivers waiting to pull into the road or
turning left in front of you that you're about to turn
when you aren't. So push that switch a few times
each minute. Better to wear out the switch than eat a
Hummer's hood, eh?
13. It's good to be thin
A huge advantage single-track vehicles have
over four-wheelers is their ability to move left and
right within a lane to enable the rider to see what's
ahead. Whether you're looking to the side of the cars
ahead or through their windshields, seeing what's
coming can give you lots of extra time to react.

First of all, you should know a bit about
your motorcycle's windshield, especially
the Gold Wing. Unlike most automobile or
truck windshields, it's not made of glass.
The original equipment Honda Gold Wing
GL1500 and GL1800 windshield is made of
hard coated polycarbonate. Most other
manufacturers shields are the same. While
polycarbonate is great stuff, if you use cleaner
containing alcohol or ammonia (including Win-

14. More than one way out
Yeah, motorcycles fall down. But they're also
light, narrow and hugely maneuverable, so you might
as well learn to exploit their strengths when things
get ugly, right? So don't just brake hard in a hairball
situation. There's almost always an escape route.
Swerving into Mrs. Smith's front yard could be a lot
better than center punching the Buick that turned left
in front of you. Always have an escape route
planned, and update it minute by minute.
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dex® or Pledge), you start softening the hard
coating , exposing the windshield to greater
tendency to scratches or pitting. Windex,
Pledge and other alcohol-based household
cleaners work great on glass, but aren't
meant for synthetics.

use diaper material because the tightness of
the weave tends to pick up and retain grit.)
Soft terry cloth is the best for the initial
soaking and wiping.
Step 2. With the windshield still wet, sparingly spray on some of Sumner Laboratories'
product called 210®. Using clean tee-shirt
material, gently wipe the windshield dry,
again, using straight back-and-forth motions.
Sumner's 210® is available through many
motorcycle and plastic supply houses
(and Tulsa Enterprises carries it too!) It's
specifically formulated for use on Lucite or
Lexan. Besides being anti-static and antifog, it helps seal the pores of plastic and
leaves a protective coating. From Tulsa Enterprises, a seven-ounce can of 210® costs
$6.50 plus shipping. Sumner Laboratories'
210® Plus scratch remover can improve
lightly scratched surfaces. As with any
product you've not tried before, do a test
sample in a small (preferably out of the line
of sight) area of the windshield to see if it
makes things better or worse. Of course, in
the final analysis, for severely scratched and
pitted windshields, the best thing to do is
start over with a fresh one, promising yourself to give it better care than you gave the
last one. Just as investing in a fresh set of
motorcycle tires makes a world of difference
in how your motorcycle rides, by making
the relatively small investment for a new
windshield, you can improve your whole
outlook on life!

WARNING: Do not use Rain-X®
on any coated windshield!
Smith cleans crosswise using a soft cloth
and plenty of water
Second, if you grab one of those service
station scrubber wands, you don't know
what kind of abrasives are imbedded in its
spongy or squeegee surfaces. It's worth it to
carry your own cleaning materials. At service stations, the temptation is to do a "final
wipe-off' with those handy paper towels.
Resist the urge! Paper is processed wood
pulp. You're essentially scrubbing your windshield with a handful of ground-up twigs! Is it
any wonder your windshield quickly goes
from crystal clear to a crazy-quilt pattern of
swirls and whorls that's especially annoying
when riding in the rain or in the glare of
oncoming headlights!
Alcohol or high-petroleum-content cleaners are even more destructive to aftermarket
windshields made of Lexan®. Spritz a little
alcohol on one of these windshields and it
immediately turns milky white. I had a customer tell me he destroyed his windshield
while refilling his fuel tank. The hose nozzle
sprung loose, gushing gasoline all over the
inside of his Lexan windshield. Was he angry!
Here's how I tell my customers to
clean their windshields.
Step 1. Use a wet, not damp, wash cloth
or hand towel you keep for that purpose in a
plastic zip-lock bag inside your travel trunk.
Allow the water to soften the dried-on bugs.
Work crosswise and up and down; if you
use a circular motion, you tend, unconsciously, to increase the rag pressure and
scrub harder than you need to. Also, if there'
s any grit on the cloth to gouge the surface,
circular scratches are more annoying to the
eye than straight ones. (By the way, I don't

This article was written by all {American Products}
Evansville, Indiana
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FOR SALE: 1978 Suzuki GS 550
Just over 30,000 miles, good running
as is, but due for spring tune up.
Has a Kuter fairing, new tires, and all
plastic parts present are in good shape.
Over all good shape for 30 + years.
Asking $950.00 O.B.O.
Call: Dean at 315-534-9409
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