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Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
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District Coy Coordinators
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Linda Waterman
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Newsletter Editor
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Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Will & Sally Williams

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Al & Linda Yerdon 315-599-7725 \ goldwing4042@hughes.net
Asst. Director: Gordon & Beverly Miner 315-824-2138 \ 824-2138
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: TBA
Tech advisor: Dave Secor 315-725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer1@twcny.rr.com
2011 Chapter Couple: Jim & Sharon Learned
Sunshine coordinator: Linda Clemens \ 315-762-4339 \ lmcleme@gmail.com
Recording secretary: Sally Williams \ salandwill@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Clark Clemens cwcleme@twcny.rr.com
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Birthdays:

Feb. 18 Beverly Miner
Feb. 20 Pat Gizzi
Feb. 26 Bill Gillett
Anniversaries:

Congratulations to All!
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Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

From the NY District Rider Educator

A New Year and so much
to accomplish
The GWRRA Advantage! That was the
theme that I spoke of at the NY District
meeting on January 8th. The point that I
tried to make was that the true advantage
of the GWRRA Organization over all other
motorcycle groups is “free” rider education
So with that said, I thought I would provide
a NY District Rider Education planning calendar for 2011.
I also want to assist the folks in the Medic First Aid education
program. We need several new Medic First Aid Instructors for the
New York District. Before they can take the instructor portion,
these new candidates need to take a full basic first aid/CPR
course within six months of the instructor course. Keith Price is
trying to set up the instructor course for the Bi-State Convention
in Liverpool in August. Therefore I am setting up a Medic First
Aid/CPR course at the Wilton Fire house for Saturday, February
26th.
Next, thanks to the generosity of Mike McGuiness, we have a
range for a Trike course, Saturday April 23rd at Old Dominion
Freight in Albany.
Next, there will be three rider courses at the Bi-State Convention. There will definitely be a trike course, and ARC course and
a trailering course.
With all these opportunities, there should be few excuses for
not maintaining both Riding and first aid currency. So this can
then lead to the levels program. I have pledged for 2011, to provide free patches for all new Level 2 and 3 riders. So, if you’re a
Level 1 now and take a riding course in 2011, and apply for your
Level 2, NY District Rider Education will provide the patch. The
same thing if you’re a Level 2 now and maintain your rider course
currency and get your first aid/CPR card, you can apply for your
Level 3 and the District will again provide the patch.
Lastly, we are now in the middle of a great Northeast Winter,
please drive safe and remember to dress for the evacuation.

Hi Folks,
We had our first Gathering for 2011, at Vienna Hotel
Jan. 27th. There were 24 members present.
Jim Thayer is your new Rider Educator. We thank Jim
for stepping up and hope everybody helps him out. There
is a lot of work doing Rider Educator.
Linda Clemens is our new Member Enhancement Coordinator. A big thanks to her. There is a lot of work and
she’s doing a good job.
Gordon Miner brought up checking leaks on front forks
on trikes, many need stiffer springs. An ad about this is in
Wing World Magazine.
Clark reported all info is up to date on web.
Jim talked about winter driving.
Feb. 5th is a session at Clark and Linda’s for putting a
Ride schedule together. The time is 11:30 AM and please
bring finger food and ideas.
Feb. 12th is Chapter Y’s Valentine’s Day Party ( Chenango One Fire Department) 1:00pm to 5:00pm. $5.00
and a dish to pass.
Feb. 13th is Chapter D’s Crash Scene Response
course and Chili Cook-off (Chittenango Fire House) @
1:00pm and the meal at 3:00 pm. 417 E. Genesee St.
GWRRA NY/NJ Bi State Convention
Aug. 11-13 Syracuse, New York. Rooms starting at
$90.00 & up. Registration for rooms available now.
March 20th. Breakfast with Chapter D at Grist Mill in
Parish 9:00 am.
May ? Children’s Miracle Ride.

Your Chapter Educators, Al and Emily Stahl

July 17th. Ride For Kids in Utica.
Your Director: Alvin and Linda Yerdon
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Rider Education Page:
Emergency Stops

Submitted by: Jim Thayer

Rear brake finesse is required to achieve maximum braking power
and control when performing an emergency stop. When braking, load
transfers forward, making the rear tire prone to skidding and possibly
uncontrolled fishtailing. This is especially true on sport and standard motorcycles with a short wheelbase and relatively high center of gravity.
Some people think that this means they should avoid using the rear
brake altogether. But, by not using the rear brake you lose a fair amount
of potential braking power.
Instead of avoiding the rear brake, learn how to control it. Beginning
students are told to simply "use less rear brake pressure." This prevents rear tire skids, but also prevents maximum use of the rear brake.
The ideal method for stopping a motorcycle as quickly as possible is to
squeeze the front brake and press on the rear brake, but then progressively ease off the rear brake as the load transfers onto the front tire and
off of the rear tire. This way, maximum front and rear braking power is
used and a rear tire skid is avoided.
Admittedly, this is an advanced technique that requires precision.
And in the heat of battle (a car pulling in front of you), it can be particularly difficult to achieve the required level of precision.
However, I believe that this technique is worth practicing. Linked braking
systems found on more and more new models provide the benefit of balancing both brake application and ABS to minimize the risk of skids. Both
technologies are well worth considering.

Sections from Motorcycle Consumer News
The following segments are from an article by
Ken Condon:

Beyond Basics

Many of us have had riding courses or seminars on dealing
with basic riding skills that help to reinforce good riding habits.
Unfortunately Riding in the real world does not always deal in
absolutes all the time, and we need to practice skills exceeding
those learned in a basic course.
This month we will start to cover some techniques you may or
may not know about. You might already use them but by reviewing them we hope to reinforce their proper use for when we need
them.

AdvancedCurriculum
Let's take a look at some specific areas where development is often
lacking in riders who allow their skill development to stall. We'll also explore some techniques that can come in handy in situations where the
basics come up short.

Both Brakes
One basic technique learned early in the MSF curriculum is to use
both brakes. Using both brakes is an important lesson to learn, but there
are times when it is best to deviate from this fundamental approach.
Riders who encounter sand or a slick surface quickly learn that using
the same amount of front brake pressure as you would on clean, dry
pavement can easily result in a front tire skid—and a nasty fall. These
riders would have been saved from a lot of grief had they been informed that the rear brake becomes the primary brake to use on loose
surfaces.
Using the rear brake is also beneficial when performing slow speed
maneuvers, such as a U-turn in a parking lot. Most throttle mechanisms are
very sensitive (especially at slow speeds), which is why it is often better
to drag the rear brake to control speed. The rear brake also contributes to
stability by keeping constant tension on the drivetrain and giving the motor something to pull against.

No Rear Brake
Now that I've touted the benefits of rear brake use, I want to discuss
times when avoiding the rear brake may be best. Street riders should
use both brakes under normal conditions. However, racetrack riding requires
relatively hard braking from high speeds compared to street riding; and with
that comes more extreme forward weight transfer and an increased
risk of a rear tire skid.
Track day riders who progress from the beginner to intermediate
ranks quickly discover that unrefined use of the rear brake can cause
instability as they begin to use more and more front brake power. The
result is a motorcycle that skitters and squirms as the rider slows for a
corner. The rear brake can be beneficial on the racetrack in terms of
stopping power and chassis stability (if done precisely), but it is often
not worth the risk of losing rear tire traction.

Brake Release
Another aspect of braking that is not covered in basic courses is the
importance of releasing the brakes smoothly. Students are taught that
abruptly grabbing the front brake can result in a front tire skid, because
forward load transfer has not yet occurred, causing brake power to
overwhelm available front tire grip. But, it is also important to learn how
releasing the brakes abruptly can also cause traction problems. This is
because under braking the forks compress and when the brakes are
released suddenly the forks quickly rebound, which can unload the front
tire and lead to front tire traction loss. This is especially true when cornering in the wet or when trailbraking into corners.

TighteningCurves
In most situations, tightening a curve is done by using a bit more
pressure on the inside handlebar. But, at extreme lean angles, adding more lean angle through handlebar inputs can easily cause the
front tire to slide.
One way to tighten a turn is to use a bit of rear brake application. This
works by essentially "pivoting" the front of the motorcycle around the
rear tire contact patch. This technique can be used on the street, but I'
ve found it most useful on the racetrack. To use this technique, all other
facets of cornering are utilized; proper body position, relaxed arms and
positive throttle, with the only difference being a slight application of
rear brake.

FourFingers
Not that long ago, instructors were taught to insist that their students
keep all four fingers on the front brake lever. These days, most instructors
are more lenient about this once hard-and-fast rule, allowing riders to
use two fingers if they are able to squeeze the front brake lever hard
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enough to stop their training bike within the standard braking distance.
Four-finger braking has other benefits, beyond delivering greater
lever power. With more finger nerves in contact with the brake lever,
more lever sensitivity can be attained. Also, four-finger braking can alleviate forearm fatigue under more extreme braking conditions.

execute a steering maneuver if a hazard presents itself. New riders
need to learn that corner deceleration can be beneficial—as long as it
is done smoothly!

However, there are benefits to braking with less than four fingers. The
most powerful front brakes are too easy to lock with four fingers, and by using index and middle fingers, you are also better able to control the
throttle for smoother brake-to-throttle transitions or when covering the
brakes in preparation for a quick braking response while still controlling
the throttle.

New riders are told to "look through the turn." This is critical to
safe and skillful cornering. But, this simplistic command does not
describe the nuances of effective visual skills. Because the eyes tend
to help direct the motorcycle on the intended path (you go where you
look), looking too far ahead and looking ahead too early can actually
cause the motorcycle to oversteer into the oncoming lane in left-hand
turns or off the inside edge of the road in right-hand turns. Also, looking too far ahead can cause the rider to miss surface hazards that
need a closer look.
The proper way to look through a corner is to focus the majority of
your attention as far through the corner as possible, but to also momentarily gaze downward to monitor the road for surface hazards.
The eyes should follow a diagonal pattern that resembles an up and
down and side-to-side motion. The head does not move, but the eyes
do.

Where And How To Look

Cornering Adjustments
The basic method for cornering includes adjusting entry speed, looking
into the curve, initiating lean and applying forward drive with the use of
the throttle.
The most challenging drill used to train beginner riders about the
fundamentals of cornering involves simply staying within a path marked
by painted lines and a few cones. The goal is to get students used to implementing the four basic cornering actions. The layout is designed using
constant radius turns that allow the student to corner smoothly.
The problem is that students never get a taste of what's in store for
them in the real world where corner radii and camber may change unexpectedly and where surface hazards and errant drivers often require immediate and precise adjustments in the cornering line. The ideal cornering
line often needs to be altered, perhaps several times during a single
corner because of debris or bumps. An oncoming vehicle that is too close
to the centerline will also require a quick response. To handle these
situations, the rider must be able to adjust lean angle to steer around
these problems.

Not Just Beginners
Some experienced riders don't understand the need to pursue
continuing education. However, when veteran riders who have
taken experienced-level courses are asked whether the course was
worthwhile, they say "Yes," not necessarily because they learned
anything new, but because it gave them the opportunity to practice
skills that had become deficient with disuse.
Those who recognize that more training is a good thing may elect
to learn and practice on their own, which is fine as long as these riders
are motivated and disciplined enough to pursue the self-help approach
and that their interpretations and execution of techniques are accurate.
Whatever path you take, keep in mind that the skills you learn are
perishable. Continual practice is required to keep skills sharp enough to
be available when you need them!

Throttle Adjustments
Another cornering rule new students learn is to get on the throttle as
soon as possible at the beginning of a turn and maintain steady throttle
throughout the curve. This is an important aspect of good cornering
technique. However, there are many times when a slight adjustment in
throttle position is necessary. Most students understand this and react
instinctively to a too-fast corner entry by simply decelerating in the curve.
Instructors must get their students to understand that the reason they
decelerate mid-corner is because of a too-fast entry speed (for their
ability) and to correct this behavior they must slow more before the
curve.
Under ideal conditions, no deceleration is needed; the rider chooses a
conservative entry speed and is able to handle any mid-corner issues while
maintaining steady throttle. However, a slight amount of mid-corner deceleration may be necessary to help adjust the cornering path or help

THE AUTHOR

Ken Condon is a current MSF RiderCoach, chief instructor for Tony's
Track Days and author of Riding In The Zone: Advanced Techniques for Skillful Motorcycling, available through Whitehorse Press and from:
www.ridinginthezone.com
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More
Burma Shave Road Wisdom

Don't try passing
On a slope
Unless you have
A periscope
Burma-Shave
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Shooting Star
Café

4

5
Tour Committee
meeting at Clark &
Linda’s House
11:30

6

7

8

9

10
Shooting Star
Café

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Shooting Star
Café

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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3
Shooting Star
Café

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Shooting Star
Café

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Shooting Star
Café

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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29

30

31
Shooting Star
Café

Chapter T
Gathering at
Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Meeting 7:00 pm
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Gadgets by Trish
Hello my fellow riders! Jim has given me this space
to write in so I came up with an idea that we just
learned about. The ladies are familiar with what we
call a “purse holder”. It’s a small gadget used at the
table in order to keep our purses off the floor. In a
recent magazine: “Motorcycle Consumer News”,
(Feb. 2011), there was an article about this gadget,
except this one was used for your bike helmets. It is
referred to as a Moto-Hanger and is used to hang your
helmets at the tables when eating out. There is no
need to leave your helmet at the bike, especially if
you have no way of locking it up. The Moto-Hanger
sells for $12.95. The ad states that the hanger can
also be used for tank bags and will support a 15
pound load. (I’m guessing that means that I cannot
swing from the gosh darn thing!). The gadget is small
enough to put in your pants pocket or purse and
comes with a storage bag. It even has an emblem of a
motorcycle on the top compared to flowery motifs on
the ladies purse holders! The web page where you
can check this out, as well as other gadgets is:
www.motorcycle-gadgets.com.
or 866-289-6464
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