GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
November 2010 Newsletter
http://www.gwrra-ny-t.org/

Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM
DIRECTOR of GWRRA:
Mike Stiger
COO OF INB:
Melissa Eason
Region B Directors
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg
NEW YORK DISTRICT
STAFF :
District Director
Paul & Suzette wood
Asst. District Directors
Bob & Cathy Turner
District Educators
Al & Emily Stahl
Asst Educator
TBA
District Leadership Trainer
Jack and Donna Seeley
District MAD Coordinators
TBA

District Coy Coordinators
Bob & Sandy Kelley
District Couple of the Year
Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg
District Membership Coordinator
Pete & Marielle St. Amour
District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
District Treasurer
Kathy DeGroff
Newsletter Editor
Phil & Tammy Coons
District Web Mistress
Suzette Wood
NY District Website:
http://www.gwrrany.org/

Monthly Gathering
50/50 Winner

Linda Clamens

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Al & Linda Yerdon 315-599-7725 \ goldwing4042@hughes.net
Asst. Director: Gordon & Beverly Miner 315-824-2138 \ 824-2138
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315-339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: TBA
Tech advisor: Dan Brown 315-697-3205 \ dbrown5@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer1@twcny.rr.com
2010 Chapter Couple: Jim & Sharon Learned
Sunshine coordinator & recording secretary: Bonnie Davenport
315-245-2095 \ bobonnie1 @verizon.net
Webmaster: Clark Clemens cwcleme@Gmail.com
Photographer: Dan Brown 315-697-3205 \ dbrown5@twcny.rr.com

Birthdays:
Nov. 2 Sharon Learned,
Nov.14-64 Ken Sweatman
Nov. 22 Laina Sweatman
Anniversaries:
Nov.-19 Al & Linda Yerdon

Congratulations to All!
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Chapter T’s Director’s
Corner

our Treasurer has taken care of this. Thank you Jack.
We got an invitation to go to Vermont and check out The
Gray Ghost Inn. We have information on the facilities and it
looks like a great place. It might be something some of you
would like to look into.
I gave out sheets on Working for Safety. Rider Education is a work in progress and can only be successfully
achieved through hard work and constant effort to educate
the general public and us, the motorcycle riders. Classroom
training, and on course recertification of riding skills. NO
body is too old or knows too much, that they can’t learn
more and be safer rider.
Don’t hang out in the NO-ZONE! More information on
this if you want it.
Tech: Dyna Beads in motorcycle tire’s, we have information on this if you want it.
Gasoline additives were also talked about.

Chapter T Director: Alvin and Linda Yerdon

Hello everyone,
Our October Gathering was on the 28th; there were 24
members present. The November Gathering will be held a
week early do to Thanksgiving. Gathering will on be November 18, 2010 at the same time as usual.
Bring in your CANS and BOTTLES for Jim and Sharon
Learned. They are turning them in for Chapter T’s donations
to The Ride For Kids.
Many thanks to Linda Clemens for taking care of the
sunshine duties. Everyone appreciated their cards.
Chapter T’s Christmas Party is Saturday December 11,
2010. Cost is $10.00 per person. You must be signed up by
November Gathering so we can let Vienna Hotel know how
many will be there for dinner. If you want to take part in the
gift exchange, it’s lot of fun Men should bring a gift for a man
and women bring a gift for a woman. $20.00 to $25.00 gift.
The party starts at 5:00 pm for snacks with dinner at about
6:00 pm. I am checking with Vienna Hotel on times, I will let
you know for sure at Novembers Gathering
The 2011 Bi-State Convention will be in Syracuse, New
York, August 11th. Thru 14th. 2011 at the Holiday Inn. More
on this later.
NY District Team (Staff) meeting will be held on Saturday,
January 8,2011 in Syracuse.
Ed and Dottie Bahrenburg have stepped up to be our
Northeast Region Directors, we know they will do well.
Gary and Donna Cork have stepped up to Assistant District Directors. They are former Chapter Directors of NY-N,
and have taken OCP.
NY District Membership Coordinators
Pete and Marielle St-Amour have the opportunity to take their great talent to the
Region level. This means the district
needs a person or persons to manage our
area reports, identify zip codes for new
chapters and similar functions. Also NY
District needs a Membership Enhancement Coordinator. This position is about
FUN, and helping the members have
more of it. Explanation of member benefits, the Couple and Chapter of the Year
programs, and similar things fall into this
area. Contact Paul and Suzette Wood if
interested.
It’s Chapter Charter fee time. Chapters
that have not earned 20 points by Nov.
15, 2010 will have to pay $50.00. Jack

HAVE A WONDERFULL THANKS GIVING.
Alvin and Linda

Upcoming Events to Remember
Jan 8: NY District Meeting, Syracuse Area
Jan 27-29: Maryland District’s:
WINTERTHING 2011,
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
10100 Coastal Highway
Ocean City, Maryland 21842
Go to:
http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/WinterThing.htm
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Rider Education Page:
Meet the New Northeast Region Educators
Tim & Anna Grimes – Region Educators
HELLO REGION “B”. We are Tim and Anna Grimes,
your new Region Educators. Anna and I have some very
big shoes to fill. Our many thanks go out to Keith and
Elaine Price for having the confidence and faith that we will
be able to continue their work to make Region “B” the best
educated, most motivated and safest Region in GWRRA.
This is no easy task. We are going to be calling on all of
our District Educators and every Member of the Region to
assist us in this endeavor.
Since we haven’t had the pleasure of meeting everyone, in the Region, and a lot of you have never heard of
us, before now, we think it appropriate that we introduce
ourselves properly.

In 2003, we began to talk more seriously about getting a motorcycle. Anna was a little skeptical about riding
due to an unpleasant experience she had during her High
School years. She finally agreed that I could get a motorcycle, but that she would probably not be riding with me.
Secretly, I hoped that I would be able to change her mind.

The first Goldwing, a 1000cc 4 cylinder power‐house,
arrived in mid 1970. At that time, I was a 27 year old sailor
stationed in Hawaii. (Did I just give away my age?) I had a
motorcycle, a Honda 550 Super Sport, and had been riding
for a couple of years. I saw that first Goldwing and my
mouth started watering. I wanted one of those. Alas, I didn’t get it; the timing just wasn’t right.

Since I had wanted a Goldwing ever since they were
first introduced, that is what we went searching for. We
found one, BRIGHT YELLOW, but not the color that I
was hoping for. The size, of the Goldwing, surprised
Anna. “My God, that thing is huge” said she. I pointed out
the features of the bike to her, but she wasn’t all that impressed. After all, we were getting this bike for me; she
didn’t plan to be riding it with me. I finally pointed out the
luxurious accommodations for the co-rider and convinced
her to give it a try. With a little coaxing, she finally relinquished and hopped into the passenger compartment.
“This is really comfortable. I might ride with you, occasionally.” I now had a co-rider; all I needed was the bike.
We didn’t see any other Goldwings, on the Dealer floor,
and asked if they had any others. They did!! We were
introduced to a beautiful Candy Orange Goldwing and
signed on the doted line. I rode her home and parked her
in the garage, where she sat for a little over a month.

While in Hawaii, I got my first introduction to Rider
Education. A new Organization, the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation, had recently been born and they came to Hawaii to train some folks to be Motorcycle Safety Instructors.
Now, I thought that I was a pretty good motorcycle rider and
felt that I could be able to help others become good riders
too. I signed up for the Instructor Class. The very first day
of class, I discovered that I didn’t know as much about riding (or riding safely) as I had thought. I found that there was
a vast difference between riding at highway speeds and
actually being able to handle a motorcycle at slower
speeds and in emergency situations. The blinders had
been removed and I began to see riding in a new light.
Well, I made it through the class, became a certified Instructor for the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and began
teaching others what I had learned.
Jump ahead a few years (so that you don’t get bored with
my life history) to 1991, May 28th, Memorial Day week‐
end; “A day that will live in infamy.”That was the day that I
met (and fell in love with) Anna. Yes, it was love at first
sight; who can resist that beautiful smile of hers? It took
me a while to get her to see the desirable characteristics
that I possessed, however. Eventually she grew to love
me also and we were married in April 1992.

I can see the look of surprise on your faces now.
Why buy a bike and then let it sit, not being ridden? I
had not had a bike, or ridden, in about ten years. For
my safety, and Anna’s, I felt that I needed to take another safety course to refresh my riding skills. I got into
the next available BRC class, got my license and
started riding. Anna made sure that I had ridden
enough and had built my skills and confidence up
enough before she felt comfortable riding with me.

I did not have a motorcycle when Anna and I were married, but I had been thinking of getting one. The timing just
wasn’t right. Anna and I had a much different agenda back
then. We both were Nationally Registered Emergency
Medical Technicians and spent a lot of our spare time with
the rescue squad, responding to the needs of the injured
public. Eventually, I progressed to “Paramedic” as we continued our quest to serve the public.

In December, 2003, we joined GWRRA and affiliated
with Maryland Chapter I. We got initiated early. The
Maryland District Convention (politically correct) was
slated for January and we were urged to go. Our next
venture was to the New England Fun Shop in Connecticut, the New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania Conventions. We had found a HOME.
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We started getting more and more involved in
Chapter life. We became the Chapter Newsletter Editors in 2004. In 2005, I again became a Motorcycle
Safety Foundation Instructor and started teaching BRC
classes for the Community College. We signed up for the
Rider Education Levels Program and became Level IV
Master Tour Riders in 2007.

With the help of every Member, we can achieve
these goals. We encourage new ideas and suggestions. Anna and I are here to SERVE YOU. WE,
THE MEMBERS, ARE GWRRA. CHANGE BEGINS WITH US.
During the next few months, we will be contacting
each District Educator. Please think about how we can
help you enhance the Rider Education Program in your
District. We look forward to working with each and
every one of you. Collectively, we can propel Region B
to the forefront of Rider Education.

We have steadily grown with GWRRA, becoming
Chapter Educators, Region B CPR/FA Coordinators/
Trainers, Maryland District Educators, Region B Assistant Educators and now, Region B Educators. I have
also attained the level of Master Instructor for GWRRA
Riding Courses, Senior Educator, seminar presenter
and LTD Instructor. As you can see, our passion is
Rider Education.

Tim & Anna Grimes
Knowledge and Safety go hand--in--hand
Drive safely and Watch for Motorcycles

In a nutshell, that is who we are. We are extremely
excited about taking on the challenges awaiting us as
your Region Educators and with working with the District Educators to bring all of our Members the very best
training opportunities available.

From:
The Northeast Region Beacon,
October, 2010

We have a few very ambitious goals for the Rider
Education Program in Region B.
 Make Rider Education FUN
 Have a dedicated Rider Educator for each District
 Increase participation in the Levels Program
 Provide more training opportunities
 Increase the number of Seminar Presenters
 Increase the number of Rider Course Instructors
 Develop more training programs geared toward TRIKE Riders
 Increase the number of CPR/FA Instructors
 Have a pro--‐active, aggressive Motorist Awareness Program
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From the Region B Directors ,

they will do an outstanding job.
In the last few weeks we were able to put our Region Core Team
into place. If the term Core Team is new to you, it won’t be for long as
you will be hearing more about the role of the Core Team in the coming
months. The Core team refers to a Team made up of the Director,
Treasurer, and a representative from the “Big Three Programs”: Rider
Education, Leadership Training and Member Enhancement. The
Region Core team members are: Michelle Perry; Treasurer; Tim
Grimes, Rider Educator; Mike Mandell, Membership Enhancement
Coordinator; Dottie Bahrenburg, Leadership Trainer; and me, as Director. We will be working together to develop, expand and improve program delivery throughout the Region. We will not be doing this alone.
We have additional people on the Region Team who are valuable
players and we are looking to fill some other needed positions. If you
have an interest in serving the members please let us know.
We are very interested in hearing from members from around the
Region. If there is a program or activity that you really enjoy and
would like to share, please drop us an email (gwrra.ed.dottie@gmail.
com) . We would like to highlight all of the positive things going on
around the Region.

Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg
WOW! What a month September has been! Dottie and I started the
month off getting an important new title—Grandparents. Our daughter
presented us with our first granddaughter. A strawberry blond named
Cassady Wild Campbell. Mother, daughter and father are all doing well.
“Grandma” has already been able to baby‐sit for a couple of hours.
Later in the month we received a call from GWRRA Director, Mike
Stiger giving us another title—Region Director. We are pleased to
have been selected as your Region Directors and will do our best in
assisting the District Directors, Chapter Directors and members with
having a good GWRRA experience.
During the last few weeks we have been making contact with all
the District Directors and renewing those friendships. Fortunately for
us, we knew most of the District Directors and many of their team
members from our time as Region Trainers. One of the first things
we were tasked with by Director Stiger was to appoint a new District
Director for New Jersey. Our friends, Jorge and Julia Perez, will be
stepping down very soon. Jorge and Julia became good friends when
we worked together in building the first Bi‐State Rally in 2009. The
NY / NJ combination was so successful that Paul Wood, NY District
Director, and Jorge continued the combined rally in 2010. We wish
Jorge and Julia the best in their “retirement” from GWRRA leadership role.
It is with great pleasure that we appointed Steve and Judy Smith
as the new District Directors of New Jersey. We have known the
Smiths for several years and have gotten the opportunity to talk to
them regarding GWRRA and feel that they have a very good grasp of
the organization and have the interest of the members at heart. They will
become the New Jersey District Directors on October 1, 2010. We know

More
Burma Shave Road Wisdom

He saw
The train
And tried to duck it
Kicked first the gas
And then the bucket

Burma Shave

Editor’s note:

Winter Storage AGAIN !
I don’t wish to beat a dead horse into the
ground on this subject, BUT.
We all love riding our bikes during our brief season. I hope
we can say that we take care of them like our life depended on it.
As well it might. Now is not the time to neglect our trusted friend.
A good thorough cleaning top to bottom before putting it
away for the long winter’s nap is a good way to spot problems or
future needs to be looked into before spring. (Tires, shocks, seals,
brakes, filters, antifreeze, etc, etc.) Of course an oil and filter
change along with a full tank of gas. And don’t forget to check
into the newer gas treatments that are available that deal with the
ethanol issue and stabilizing during storage. These newer additives can save you some headaches from fuel system problems
later on down the road.
Now as for the battery, many of us have varying ideas of
how to take care of them through the winter. One of the old ways
of dealing with winter storage was to fire the beast up every few
weeks and let it run for 10 or 15 minutes to keep it charged up.
This has it’s drawbacks in certain ways I will discuss here.
First the battery is only getting a short hot charge and then
going back to rest for a prolonged period of time. This is tough on
the plates of the battery. Another drawback is without actually
getting your bike out for a ride it never gets heated up enough to
dissipate the moisture and condensation that form during a short
run. This is tough on the exhaust system and puts moisture into
the crankcase. Neither is good.
New school of thought is a battery maintainer. Not to be
confused with a trickle charger, that has a consent flow of low
amp current. The maintainer when working properly will shut
down the charge cycle until the voltage drops off on the battery
enough to it kick back in to a charge mode to top it off. I myself
have had the same battery in my 2000 1500 GL for 6 seasons so
far.

Please help us out with any Tech Suggestions,
or stories you might have to share in the news letter.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
Shooting Star
Café

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
Shooting Star
Café

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 Chapter T
Gathering at Vienna Hotel
Dinner—6:00 pm
Gathering - 7:00

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Happy
Thanksgiving

26

27

28

29

30

November
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Shooting Star
Café

3

4

December 2010
5

6

7

8

9
Shooting Star
Café

10

11 Chpt. T
Christmas
Party 6:00 pm

12

13

14

15

16
Shooting Star
Café

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
Shooting Star
Café

24

25
Merry Christmas

26

27

28

29

30
Shooting Star
Café

31
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FOR SALE
Lester Bennett's Nephew, Matt Polyak is selling
1) 2003 Yamaha RX1 1000 cc 4 stroke with less that
5,000 miles
2) 2002 Arctic Cat ZL 600 2 stroke with less than 5,000
miles
3) A brand spanking new 2 place, covered,
Mission
Trailer
$10,000 for the whole Shooting Match.
I would prefer to sell it all together if at all
humanly possible.
Contact Mat at: conrn1971@ aol.com
(609) 771-4489
OR Les Bennett at: sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
(315) 339-4344

FOR SALE
Les also has a double basin bathroom counter top with china sinks
for sale. (Pictured below)
Contact: Les Bennett at: sawhorse@twcny.rr.com
(315) 339-4344 for details.
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Don't forget to reserve your place
at the table for this years party at
the Vienna Hotel at the corners
of state routes 49 east & 13 north
on December 11th at 6 pm.
A great buffet meal including
Chicken & Roast Beef will be
served at 7 pm.
Plus one of the most entertaining
Gift Exchanges you will ever see.

Motorcycle Jumper Cables
The jumper cables, (for motorcycles only) consist of an 18” long 12-gauge wire
lead with a SAE 2 way plug, with dust-cap and 2 ring terminals. They are similar to
the leads that come with many battery maintainer units. The difference being, a much
heavier gauge wire, making it suitable for jump-starting if needed.
The 10-foot jumper cables are also made of 12- gauge cable with the proper
connections for hooking up to a starter box without the need of playing around with
your battery connections.
I am producing a limited amount of these to see if there is any interest within our
local chapters for them. They will be priced at $18.00 for local GWRRA chapter members.
Contact Jim at tug52@aol.com

$10.00 a person for
all Chapter T members
and our advertisers.
Cost for all other
guests is only $15.00
per person.

Place
Your Adds
Here
Place
Your Adds
Here

Just watching the gift
exchange is worth the
price of dinner.
If you don’t have plans
that night make plans
with us.
We'd Love to see you!
The More the Merrier.
Christmas that is.
Contact Al or Linda Yerdon to be
counted in on the FUN. 315-599-7725
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