GWRRA NY Chapter “T”
Taberg, NY
April 2009 Newsletter
Chapter T meets at the Vienna Hotel on the corner of
Rt. 13 and Rt. 49 on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Join us for a bite to eat @ 6PM with the meeting to follow at 7PM

District Staff:
Region B Director: Lorraine & Earl Knight \ lknight33@cox.net
District Director: Ed & Dottie Bahrenberg \ Wingin-it@stny.rr.com
Asst. District Director: Paul & Suzette Wood \ pwood@rochester.rr.com
Asst. District Director: Robert & Cathy Turner \ bob.turner@electrograph.com
District Treasurer: Jack & Donna Seeley \ pedlesjack@aol.com
District Educator + D COY Al & Emily Stahl \ Astahl@nycap.rr.com
District Web: Mistress: Suzette Woods \ suzettew@rochester.rr.com
District COY: Al and Emily Stahl \ Astahl@nycap.rr.com
District MAD Coordinators: Joe and Marsha Gaworecki \ jgaworecki@windstream.net
News Letter: Will & Carol O'Brien \ Wobrien4@nycap.rr.com
Public Relations: Linda Waterman \ Wobrien4@nycap.rr.com
Membership Coordinators: Pete/Marielle St-Amour \ monsieur@nycap.rr.com

Chapter T Staff:
Chapter T Director: Al & Linda Yerdon 315-599-7725 \ goldwing4042@hotmail.com
Asst. Director: Dave Secor 315- 725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jack & Joan Bisgrove 315 -339-2452 \ bisgrove@twcny.rr.com
Ride Educator: Dave Secor 315- 725-7618 \ bikerdavy@yahoo.com
Tech advisor: Daniel Brown 315-697-2701 \ dbrown5@twcny.rr.com
Newsletter editor: Jim & Trish Thayer \ jthayer1@twcny.rr.com
2009 Chapter Couple: Bill & Laina Sweatman
Sunshine coordinator & recording secretary: Bonnie Davenport
315-245-2095 \ bobonnie1 @verizon.net
Webmaster: Howard Love 315-495-7018
Photographer: Dan Brown 315-697-2701

April Birthdays:
> Linda De Losh _ April 4th
>Jack Bisgrove_ a belated Happy Birthday _ March 3rd
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New
Sponsor

From Your Chapter Director: Alvin Yerdon
Hi everybody,
Spring is officially here, but as I am writing this report, on April 4th of
2009 it is snowing here with about 2” on ground and still snowing hard.
As I am sending this out at 8:30 pm we have a foot, and still snowing.
I see sign’s coming out on people’s lawns, (Beware of Motorcycles) already.
April 17th we’ll have our Fish Fry at the Redfield Hotel. 6:30-7:00 pm.
We need head count by April 15th. Please.
May 2nd 2009 Tech Day at Bill & Laina Sweatman's 9:30- 10:00 am. Bring dish to pass.
We will have barbecue chicken, (by Bo) hot dogs, hamburgers, ice tea, lemonade,
and coffee.
May 3rd 2009—9:00 am Motor Awareness at Wal-Mart Cicero (Chapter D)
May 17th District Ride In: Chapter D At Marcellus Park.
May 19th 2009 Reservoir Inn (Redfield) Dinner Ride & Comedy Night 6:30-7:00 pm.
May 25th 2009 Memorial Day Parade line up 8:30 – 9:00 am parade 9:30 am.
RSVP as soon as possible for line up.
May 30th 2009 Miracle Ride—Registration 9:00 – 10:30 am. Check last page for location.
Ride starts at 10:30 am.
July 12th 2009 Chapter T Picnic Forest Park Camden, NY
July 19th 2009 Ride For Kids Utica
Don’t forget to bring things for basket to the April meeting please. I think with a little
team work we can make a good basket for the District Rally.
We had a great turnout on Sunday April 5th.
Thanks to all who attended.

Our 2nd Dash for Cash point
Is in the Bag
NY Chapter C’s meeting

Howard Johnson’s is SOLD OUT
Contact: Al or Jim for Registration forms or down load them at:
http://www.gwrra-ny.org/rally2009.htm
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2009 GWRRA NY Chapter T
Ride Schedule
>4/17/09 Fish Fry @ Redfield Hotel 6:30
>5/2/09 Tech Day @ Laina & Bill Sweatman’s , 8592 Thomas Rd.
Rome, NY 13440 (Chapter D will join us)
>5/3/09 tech day rain date
>5/16/09 Mystery Ride after Breakfast at Seymours Rt. 233
Please note: that the parking lot is GRAVEL.
>5/28/09 Chapter T Meeting @ Vienna Hotel 6:00 pm supper,
meeting starts at 7:00 pm
>5/30/09 Miracle Ride Syracuse, registration starts at
9:00 am. Ride at 10:30AM (Breakfast some place on the way)
>6/2/09 thru 6/6/09 Americaide
>6/13109 Hammondsport and Glen Curtiss Museum Ride
>6/1 09 Reservoir Inn Dinner and Comedy Night @ 6:30 pm
(follow Rt. 285) Redfield, NY)
>7/12/09 Chapter T Annual Picnic and Surprise Auction
>7/14/09 Special Note: Linda DeLosh & Clark Clemens
WEDDING DAY!
>7/19/09 Ride for Kids
>7/26/09 Chittenango Fall Picnic
>8/1/09 Round the World Mystery Ride Part 2
>8/6/09 - 8/9/09 NY & NJ District Rally
>8/15/09 Tupper Lake Ride (Rain Date 8/16/09)
>8/30/09 Breakfast @ Outpost in Osceola followed by a Ride
>9/4/09 thru 9/7/09 Labor Day PA. Amish Country Ride
>9/26/09 Leaf Peeping Ride Meet in Barneveld

When: Sunday, May 17, 2009 11 :00AM-3:00PM
Where: Marcellus Park Platt Rd Marcellus, NY 13108
Latitude: 42* 58' 31 "N Longitude: 76* 20' 1 2"W
Food: Please bring your own food and drink. Grills and charcoal will be provided by host Chapter D. A grocery store, a gas station /
convenience store, and, Subway are nearby (see map).
Cost:

Entrance to the park is free. Chapter D requests a $1.00
per person donation toward the cost of park facility usage

Facilities: Multiple restrooms, walking paths, trout stream, horse
shoes and ball fields as available, paved roads and parking.
N

To: Camillus

Main St

SR 174
North

Subway >

W
Supermarket

To: Syracuse

SR 175

< Gas/Convenience Store

For help with directions call:
Julie: 315-391-6970
Bill: 315-391-6969

Marcellus Park
Platt Rd
SR
SR 17
17 4
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ADDITIONAL RIDE’S:
Quaker Steak & Lube
Soda Fountain in Remsen
Crossroads Inn in Redfield— BREAKFAST only
RIDE AFTER

SR 20

The T.A.P.S. Program Supports Military Families
RIDE FOR T.A.P.S.
SUNDAY – AUGUST 2nd
52 mile ride
Meet @ 12:30 pm
CAMDEN MEDICAL CENTER PARKING LOT
RTE. 13, CAMDEN, NY
(NEXT TO P&C)
$20.00 PER BIKE/CAR
MUSIC BY “THE ROUGHRIDERS” AFTER THE RIDE!
FOOD WILL BE SERVED
If you’d like to donate, send check to…
Camden Cycle Riders
2682 Waldron Rd.
Camden, NY 13316
SPONSORED BY:
CAMDEN CYCLE RIDERS
CAMDEN AMERICAN LEGION LADIES AUXILIARY POST #66
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS, CICERO, POST #787
CAMDEN AMERICAN LEGION, POST #66
LADIES AUXILIARY V.F.W VICTOR GILES POST#6530
IN HONOR OF
SGT.ELI PARKER, CAMDEN NY
SGT.MIKE UVANNI, ROME NY
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SR 20

Once past, you look in your right mirror to see the
front strap break and the two pieces of bedding stand
almost vertically on the roof. Another quick glance
sees the other strap break and the mattress and box
spring sail into the air and onto the roadway in front of
an unlucky driver who attempts to avoid the cargo
without any luck. You exit at the next opportunity to
take a break and count your lucky stars.

Street Strategy

< Rooftop Risk >
by Ken Condon

T

raveling on The highway can get tedious,
especially when you've been on the road for
hours. You know that the highway is one of the
safest places to ride, but you also know there are
plenty of opportunities for mishaps to occur, so you
plan to exit to take a refreshing break.

You were indeed lucky, and you were also smart to
recognize the potential for disaster and to have a
plan for keeping your distance and for getting by
quickly. Had you passed the SUV in a leisurely manner, you might have been in the wrong place at the
Before you can exit, you notice one such oppor- wrong time.
tunity presenting itself. You sae an SUV far ahead in
the right lane with a mattress and box spring precariAPRIL 2009 MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER
ously tied to the roof. The driver's 65 mph speed indiNEWS
Provided by: Dave Secor / Rider Educator
cates that he is unconcerned that the wind is deforming
the mattress and may stress the straps beyond their
ability to hold the cargo in place.
You keep an eye on the load as you approach
the SUV. A closer look reveals that the violent windblast
seems to be stretching the straps holding the mattresses, threatening to rip the cargo from the roof. Riding behind and next to the SUV is not a good idea, so
you decide to make quick work of passing this driver.
Your plan is to slow slightly to increase space between
you and a second vehicle ahead that is also traveling in
the left lane. This will allow you to accelerate hard past
the SUV without getting dangerously close to the rear
end of the car ahead.
All goes , as planned; you slow to let the car
in front get farther ahead, and then when the time is
right, you downshift and twist the throttle. You dart
ahead of the SUV and the flailing mattresses.

From our Last Meeting:
We heard that Pauline had broken her hand and or wrist.
Heal fast Pauline, spring is here. Well kind of.
Howard said the web page is nearly completed with all the up to
date information.
Al & Dave picked a new advertiser for cash flow.

More
Burma Shave Road Wisdom

Also Al & Linda are working on new shirts for anybody that
is interested. The shirts will be styled different from the last ones,
and have a collar.

Passing cars
When you can't see
May get you a glimpse
Of eternity

Al won the 50/50 drawing. After which he decided to donate
to our regular waitress, Jessica Royce, who just had her baby on
the 24th of March. This idea caught on so well in the room by the
time we were done about $80.00 had been collected for Jessica.
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TECHNICAL CORNER
(From NY Chapter D’s March News Letter)
With 37,000 miles on our GL1800, I decided that a brake job was in order. By outward appearances, the pads looked as though they had
plenty of material left on them, however, I was concerned that the rotors might be getting scored by dirt on the pads. Also, in discussions
with other Chapter members, they regularly changed brake fluid and indicated this greatly improved brake performance. Rather than provide a step-by-step detail of how I did this, I am going to highlight the most important items. My sources of information in preparation for
doing this work included the Honda GL1800 Service Manual on DVD, and, the GL1800riders.com web site.
1. I used a brake vacuum tool from Harbor Freight that is often on sale for $19.99 rather than to try to bleed the fluid out the conventional
way using the brake lever and brake pedal. This worked well after a minor modification. The kit comes with a small plastic container
where the old fluid ends up after being sucked out of the bleeder valves. This container was not heavy enough to stand upright on its
own. I screwed a tin can to a piece of scrap wood and set the plastic container in the can. This held the container upright. Also, word of
caution...the rubber gasket on the vacuum tool waste fluid container can get
misaligned and possibly damaged. Once that happens,
the tool will not draw a vacuum. Finding another gasket of the correct size may be difficult as it is not a standard “O-ring” style. Therefore,
be careful when emptying this container to make sure the gasket is properly aligned when you screw the top back on.
2. According to the official maintenance manual, you should use the vacuum tool to remove all the old fluid first and then fill the reservoir
with clean fluid and pull that through with the vacuum tool. On the front brakes, I drained the reservoir down to nearly empty and then
began pouring in new fluid. This worked well and I don't think any air got into the lines. On the rear brakes, I used the vacuum tool to
drain all fluid out first and then did a fill of the reservoir and then began pulling the clean fluid through. There are different schools of
thought about the risk of mixing new fluid with old fluid vs. risk of getting air into the lines.
3. You need to be careful with the vacuum tool as there is somewhat of a delay from when you pull fluid out of the bleeder values and
when the fluid level begins to drop in the reservoir...it will look like the level isn't going down in the reservoir after you have pulled fluid out
of the bleeder value. If you don't watch and wait, you may pull too much fluid out of the reservoir before you realize it needs to be
re-filled.
4. The maintenance book says that after pulling the fluid through, you should follow with a regular old bleed where you have one person
operate the brake lever/pedal and the other person loosens and tightens the bleeders with a clear hose attached so you can watch for air
bubbles. I did not have help available at the time, so I did not do this. I expected to have to do this eventually, however, the brakes are
not spongy and so I plan to leave as is. This seems to follow what others were saying on the GL1800riders.com web site. Air in the lines
tends to find its way to the reservoir.
5. When installing new pads...first remove the old pads and then thoroughly clean the exposed portions of brake cylinders. I used the
"Brakekleen" spray and an old tooth brush and then wiped carefully with a clean rag...repeated several times. Some say to use soap and
water. The key is to clean these, make sure they are dry, and, then use a "C" clamp to push the cylinders all the way in. The new pads
are obviously thicker than the old, and if you don't do this, it will be difficult to get the new pads in place and not be too tight. Also, remove
and clean the stainless steel slide clips on the calipers to make sure the new pads are free to move when installed. These just snap off
and I used the "Brakekleen" spray and some very fine steel wool. Just remember how they were oriented before removing them or take a
photo.
6. I used small pieces of rag around each bleeder to catch any spillage. The vacuum tool works pretty good to pull away any fluid and
minimize spillage. I used a large rag with a hole cut in the middle around each reservoir. Carefully cut a slit and then pull the rag down
around the sides of the reservoir to get a tight fit. I repeated this with a second rag just to make sure.
7. I used Valvoline DOT 3/4 from NAPA. It was on sale for about $2.69 a pint. I used two pints total for both the front and rear brakes
combined. I did not do the clutch this time. That probably takes another half pint to a pint. The smaller bottles are likely easier to pour
from than the big bottles. In addition, once opened, they must be used or tossed. These cannot be kept for future use as they absorb
moisture into the fluid from a partially full bottle.
8. I removed the rear wheel/tire to make it easier to get at and not risk getting brake fluid on the wheel. Also, this makes it easier to get
the caliper off for cleaning and to access the bleed valves. It is not necessary to remove the front wheel.
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TECHNICAL CORNER

Cont.

9. Contributors to the web site discussion provide a summary of the order that each bleeder valve should be bled in as well as the size
wrench required to fit the valve. This is very useful once you get going. It is important to follow the proper order.
Proper order is (Number in mm is metric wrench size):
Front Brake Reservoir
1: Front Right Brake Upper Bleeder Valve 8mm
2: Front Left Brake Middle/lower Bleeder Valve 10mm
Rear Reservoir (under right side chrome)
1: Front Left Brake Upper Bleeder Valve 8mm
2: Front Right Brake Lower Bleeder Valve 10mm
3: Rear Brake Lower Bleeder Valve 8mm
4: Anti-Dive: bleeder valve on top 10mm
5: Rear Brake Upper Bleeder Valve 10mm
10. It is nearly impossible to clean and fill the rear brake reservoir when it is fastened to the bike in its normal location. I disconnected it
from the bike and then pulled it out and toward the rear of the bike. I fastened the reservoir to a small wooden step ladder using a joist
hanger screwed to the ladder and a piece of wire to secure the reservoir to the hanger. This made filling and keeping an eye on the fluid
level quite easy. The last thing I would recommend is to make sure that you allow adequate time to do the job safely, and, correctly.
Including the cost of the vacuum tool, pads, cleaner, and, brake fluid, I spent a little less than $200.

Guest contributor: Bill Spencer
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GWRRA NY-Y
PRESENTS
THE 3rd 1st ANNUAL CAROUSEL RIDE, SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2009
THE FUN STARTS FRIDAY NIGHT AT 6:30PM WITH AN ICE CREAM RIDE AT
BURGERKING IN THE NORTHGATE PLAZA

SATURDAY 9AM REGISTRATION AT ROUND TOP
GUIDED RIDES TO ALL SIX CAROUSELS LEAVE AT 10AM
THEN BACK TO ROUND TOP FOR A PICNIC LUNCH (all food and drink included)

MOTORCYCLE GAMES AND PRIZES
Registration Form
Rider:_____________________________________ Age:______ Reg. Fee:_$15.00__
Co-Rider:__________________________________ Age:______ Reg. Fee:_$15.00__
Address:___________________________________ Total:__________
City, State, Zip:______________________________ E-Mail:______________________
Phone:(____)________________ Mileage To Carousel Ride:_____________________
Make checks payable to GWRRA Chapter NY-Y
Mail to Michelle Perry, 159 State Hwy 12, Chenango Forks, NY 13746
Contact Info Roland Teribury (CD) Phone (607)967-7480 E-Mail:
reteribury@stny.rr.com
I/We hereby agree to conform & comply with the ideas governing this Rally & hold harmless the GWRRA & any property owners for any loss or injury to self
or property in which I/We may become involved by reason of participation in this rally. I/We also agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/We
knowingly damage.

Rider:____________________________ Co-Rider_____________________________
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